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Introduction Bones POINTS
The Church at Philippi

By reading chapter 15 and 16,
can you detern
3 companions were during his
1. Using a study Bible or similar resource, write some interesting facts about trip to Macedonia?

the city of Philippi.
1.

2.

3.

(compare Acts 16:16 & 18 to
determine the 3 companion)

We find the beginning of the Philippian church in Acts 16. Read Acts 16 in order -—
to be able to answer the questions below. -

| thank my God in all my

2. According to verse 9, whdid Paul go to the province of Macedonia?
remembrance of you,

always in every prayer of

mine for you all making

my prayer with joy,

because of your

. I . . artnership in the gospel
3. How is Philippilescribed in verse 12? P P gosp

from the first day until

now.

PHILIPPIANS 1

Upon entering a city, Paul would generally immediately find the local synagogue
and there preach Gfst to the Jews.n Philippi however, it seems that there
were not enough Jewish men to sustain a synagdgtieeast 10 were required)
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P " For this reason, Paul does something else on the Sabbath. According to verse
O@chﬁ/pﬂlﬂts 13, where did Paul go? Why did he gorgf2Who did he encounter there?

LYDIA

fLydia was a ¢

pur pl e é she3oldat

costly articles which were
dyed purple.

1 The fact that purple dye

was so costly accounts for
the fact that it became a

mark of rank and nobility.
Only the very rich could
afford it.

4. What are four things we learn about the woman in verse 14?

9 The purple dye which

Lydia traded in was
extracted from the murex
shellfish.

9 Because of the costly

nature of Lyc¢
she was most likely a

wealthy woman. 5. According to verse 45, how did Lydia come to believe the gospel which

ROMAN CULTURE Paul peached? What did she do after she believed? What did she offer Paul
and his companions?

1 The culture in Philippi was
thoroughly Roman. They

prided themselves on this

fact. This is seen in their
reason for delivering Paul
and Silas to the rulers in
verses 2122.

9 Itis also seen in the fear

which overcame them
when they realized they
had punished and

imprisoned Roman citizens 6. Read Acts 16:184. Who delivered Paul and Silas to the rulers? Why?
without a trial. (v36-39)

(2-11)2
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Bonub POINTS

What similarities do you see
in the events surrounding

7. Read Acts 16334. According to verse 30, the jailer responsible for Paul the salvaton of Lydia and
and Silas got saved. What about his experience in this passage do you think  the Philippian jailer?
helped contribute to his desire to be saved? Compare verses 334 and

verse 15.

8. According to verse 334, was it just the jailer who got saveHRplain. =

AND A CHURCH IS BOR

~

Paul and his companions

received a vision from

God directing them to

= Macedonia. Acts 16 show

Discusssory Point =

us exactly why. There a

Think about these questions so that we can discuss them in class. woman named lydia was
a) What does the fact that God started the church at Philippi with the savedd and her
salvation of Lydia tell us about82a GASs 2F 62YSY | poysehold. Later, ajailert S
the churcl?

and his household. These

b) Considering the fact that Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned early converts were the
before the Philippian jailer got saved, what can we conclude about how
God uses difficulties? How might things have ended differentlyeif th
did not maintain joy through their trials (v25)? and set the foundation for

first Christians in Philippi

a church which Paul
c) Why do you think Paul stood up for his rights as a Roman citizen in verse

374072 KSy Ad Al FLLINBLINRAEFGS G2 &¥Fa3wouldcometoloveand ng
rejoice in.

(2-11)-3
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W POINT:

9 After reading about Paul
and his campanions and
the way in which they
handled trouble, who
might you pray to God
regarding your own
reactions to difficulties?

91 Paul had personal
encounters with both
Lydia and the jailer which
resulted in their salvation.
How might you pray so
that God could use you
lead others to Him?

9 Philippians 1 makes it clear
that Paul found great
spiritual joy in this church.
He loved to hear of their
growth and maturity. Do
you have relationships like
this? How might a desire
for such relationships
make you pray?

(2-11)4

I think that sometimes when we read the Bible we ftrthat the churches to

whom Paul wrote were made up of real people who, more times than not, he
was instrumental in leading to Christ. This is definitely true regarding the church

at Philippi.

As we will see throughout our study of this book, Paul dotreem deeply. This
deep affection began long before he wrote his letter to the church. It began in
Acts 16 when he first preached to a faithful wonana river and comforted
frightened jailerin prison These people had names and Paul grew close th eac

of them.

The church at Philippi would grow into a vibrant community of believers. These
men and women loved the Apostle Paul just as he loved them. They expressed
their care through sacrificial giving and through faithful labouring in spreading

the goodnews which Paul first delivered to them.

Vot oo

For this Week
1 Read the passages necessargamplete the questions in this study.
9 Be sure to read the facts found in the margins of this study.
1 Read all four chapters of the book of Philippians.
1 Pay specialttention to Philippians 1:411 as it will be the basis for the

next study.
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Chapter13-8

Paul 6s Love and Affect.

In our last study, we saw the beginnings of the church at Philippi (Acts 16).
There in the city, the Apostle Pauktra sincere, Godearing woman named
Lydia whom he lead to Christ. Later, after being castnison he lead his jailer
to Christ. The households of both Lydia and the jailer were also saved. These
two groups formed the foundation for what would becortte very first
European church.

The Philippian church grew into a faithful communityefievers. They deeply
desired the gospel to spread and laboured and sacrificed toward that goal

(1:5,7; 2 Cor 8:16). So much so that the Apostle Paul counted therpaatners

in the gospe(1:5).

The Apostle Paul had great affection for this church (1:8). Their spiritual growth,
sincere labour, love for one another, faithfulness through affliction and love and
care for Paul, all endeared them to himself. As wese# in this study, the

loving, mutually encouraging relationship between Paul and the Philippian
church was a shining example of genuine Christian fellowship.

9. According to verse 3, what caused Paul to have feelings of thankfulness
towards God3Why do yai think it is appropriate to thaniGodfor people
who encourage us spiritually?

lgudek noints
on for th
9 Philippi was a city in

Macedonia d the northern

Roman province of Greece.

When Paul praised the
Macedonians for the
liberal and sacrificial giving
in 2 Corinthians 8, he was
referring to the churches
at Philippi, Thessalonica
and Berea.

{ Consider how he

described this church to
the Corinthians:We want
you to know, brothers,
about the grace of God
that has been given
among the churches of
Macedonia, for in a severe
test of affliction, their
abundance of joy and their
extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part.
For they gave according to
their means, as | can
testify, and beyond their
means, of their own
accord, begging us
earnestly for the favor of
taking part in the relief of
the saints- and this, not as
we expected,but they
gave themselves first to
the Lord and then by the
will of God to us. (2
Corinthians 8:15)

10.t | dzf Q& GKIy 1 Fdzf ySaa F2NJ 0KS t KAfALILALFY OKdIzZNOK

Whattwo words in verse 4 make it clear that he was thankful foreéh&re
church?

(2-11)5
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There are other real and
sweet bonds of love and
friendship, but the most
real and sweetest is to be
found in our common
relation to Jesus Christ
and in our co-operation in
the work which is ours
because it is His and we

are His.

~

Alexander MacL:

(2-11)6

11. Verse 4. With what type of attitude did Paul pray for the Philippians?

12. In verse 5, Paul shares one of the reasons that the Philippian church brought
him such joy. What is it? How long had it taken place?

The Apostle Paul had given his life to the advancement of the gospel of Jesus
Christ (1:21; Gal 2:20). What he saw in the Philippian church was a community
of believers wholsared the saméove and desireThey loved the Lord Jesus
Christ and were zealous for the spread of the gospel.

This fellowshipgartnership however was far more than connection around a
common desire or goal. It wasChristianfellowship. That is, thelove for one
another was rooted in their common love for Christ. The deeper their love for
God and desire to please him, the deeper became their bond with one another.
This is what Christian fellowship is all abduis a special, spiritual union whic

is forged by the Holy Spirit of God (Rom 12; 1 Cor 12:12ff; John 17:11,22). This
fellowship grows deeper and sweeter when each party grows closer and more
obedient to Christ.

It is important for us to pause and be reminded that as special as this
relationship between Paul and the Philippiamasg it is not something which is
unavailable to us. This sweet love and fellowship is alive and well today. We find
it in every relationshifeld by growing believers.

o7y Point ==

Have you experienced a similar fellowslopthat which existed between the
Paul and the Philippians? What makes this friendship of yours different from
others? How can it grow even deeper?
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— .
gpeaﬁl:{é

Paul had confidence that the
Philippians were genuine

believers. He had plenty of
evidence for it. For this reason,

13. When Paul thought about the Philippians, their love and growth not only
brought him feelings of j but alscconfidence According to verse 6, what
gl a tld aadiNBE 2F¢K

ne was sure that the work
which God begun would
continue until the return of
Christ. The idea of believers
remaining faithful to Christ all
the way until the end is what
we refer to as thedoctrine of
perseverance

They, whom God hath

Point ==

As Paul observed and experienced the Philippians love and obedience and
sacrifice it gave him confidence that God was indeed at work in them and that
He would continue that work until the end. In other words, he was confident
that they weke genuine believers and that they would stay faithful all the way

accepted in his Beloved,
effectually called,and
sanctified by his Spirit, can
neither totally nor finally fall
away from the state of grace,
but shall certainly persevere
there in to the end, and be
eternally saved.d The
Westminster Confession of
Faith

Godds power is

i At GKS GAYS 2F /KNRadQa NBddNyo { PREEIVERAE s

consider the spiritual lives of their people. What might a Pastor observe which
gives him confidence thatgowple under his care will remain faithfuhtil the
end? What might shake that confidence?

power Keeps h|s peop e
through faith 9 that is,
through the continuing,
persevering faith that works
through love in every believer
(Gal 5:6) 8 Biblical Doctrine

MacArthur

Perseverance of the saints.
The doctrine that all those
who ar e rtnr valgyai
wi || be kept b

and will persevere as
Christians until the end of

their lives, and that only those
who persevere until the end

have been trul
0 Systematic Theology,
Wayne Grudem

(2-11)7
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W POINT

9 Paul begins his letter by
telling the church that he
thanks God for them
continually. Consider who
you might thank God for
when you pray.

1 You have some friendships
which do not feature the
kind of sweet, Christian
fellowship which existed
between Paul and the
Philippian. How might you
pray in order to
encourage this to
develop?

1 Paul was encouraged by
the Philippians because of
their sacrificial service and
support of him in the
advancement of the
gospel. What are you
doing to help spread the
gospel? Consider praying
to God for wisdom in how
you can be used by Him
for that purpose.

(2-11)-8

14. In verse 7 Paul gives a little more detail regarding what he referred to as
GLI NIYSNBKAINODY | 6KElI d8dallkce I NB al ff
ANF OS¢ LYy ¢gKIG Go2
Paul?

Remember, Paul wrote this letterdim a prison in Rome. Some took advantage

of his imprisonment to advance themselves (3115, while others were

encouraged to preach the gospel with even more boldness (1:14). The

Philippians did not abandon Paul while he was in prison, but did the exact

opposite. They sent gifts to him, giving sacrificially in order to help relieve his

affliction (2:30; 4:1819). In doing so, they were used by God as conduits of His

ANI OS G(G26FNR tlhdf & ¢Kdzax D2R dzaSR GKSY
gospel. Thisiswhii t I dzf YStya ¢KSy KS aleéea GKIFG
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
324S5t ¢

15. The lovegrowth and obedience of the Philippians was wonderful evidence
that they were genuinely saved. They seneedl sacrificed joyfully for the
purpose of spreading the gospel. This included deep love and support for
the Apostle Paul and the work which God was doing through him. To have a
church like this was an overwhelming joy to the Apostle Paul. Use a study
Bl ST O2YYSydlINE 2N 20KSNJ NB&2d2NOS (2
your own words.

Discusssor Point =

a) Paul could look at the lives of the Philippians and see evidence that God
was at work. If the Apostle Paul, or anyone else were to look at your life,

L
I NB I dod &dngwiti K $& SEL

l'
|

PN
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what type of evidence would they find which would give them tKAia 288 1
confidencethat Godwas at work and that this work would continue for
yOUf ent|re I|fe’7 1'|' Read the passages

necessary to complete
by t FdzZf &alFAR (2 GKS t KAfALILALIYa aL @ Sthengestionpinbise 2 dz
] KNRAAG WS&adzaéod | Aa 2085 NBtlIGA2yakIUY gAdK GKSY
foundation of Christlike love. What arerae bad foundations upon

. . . . . 1 Be sure to read the facts
which we might build relationships?

found in the margins of

this study.
c) What are some practical ways we can encourage our relationships to
grow into the type of spiritual fellowship which Paul had with the I Read all four chapters of
Philippians? the book of Philippians.

1 Pay special attention to
Philippians 19-11 as it
will be the basis for the
next study.

The most rewarding and encouraging thinfaghful Pastor can experience is
the spiritual growth of the people under his watchcare. For this reason, a Pastor

longs to see the type of growth which Paul saw in the Philippians.

In what ways is such consistent growth and obedience encouragingastarP?

9 ltis evidence that God is at work
1 Itis an affirmation that God is blessing his labour

1 It gives a sense of encouragement knowing that those under his
watchcare are also labouring alongside him for a common goal

1 It gives confidence that there Wbe few conflicts due to immaturity or
worldliness

9 It allows him to lean on those around him in times of spiritual weakness
or need. He can count on them to engage in spiritual warfare with him.

My prayer for you is like that of Paul for the Philipygg that your love may
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.

(Php 1:910) P

(2-11)9
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Chapter 17-11 ==

Paul 6s Passionate Praver
Though the apostle was ir

M

chains in Rome his heart
Philippians 1:711 It 5 right for me to feel this way about you all, because | hold

you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my wasndt chair
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my ., his unfettered heart
witness, how | yearn for you all with t&ection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my
prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all ~ that Paul held every last
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure andpne of the Philippiangi at
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit ofteglisness that _
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. the very center of his
being. This was not

hyperbole but spiritual

-~ real ity. Pa

o ) 5 o God i§ my witness, how |
wz2eé YR UKIFIYyl1aaaAgAy3d RNALI FNRBRY UKS L™ =3ex axT + L q7f Q
GAGOKAY GKAZ 0221 GKIG 68 TAYR tFdf oayeanforyoyalwihthe o
of the churches to whom he wroteHe loved these believers, and they loved af fection o
him back(1:7-8; 4:1) He loved them by labouring for their spiritual growth

) . _ (v.8) was a declaration
(1:2326; 2:1618), and praying for them continual(t:4). They loved him by

praying for him(1:19) labouring alagside of hin{1:5,7; 4:3) supporting him in that the very affection of
his times of need4:10-20),and remaining loyal even when others did 1fbi15 Christ himself was
20).

controlling him.
Yet, the love which existed between Paul and the church had roots which went
far deeper than simply what thejid for one andher. Their relationship was
rooted in what the Lord Jesus Christ had done for all of them. And here we find RKent Hughes
the secretof all true Christian fellowship.

Christian fellowship isat mere social interaction. Not simply comaraderie

aroundsharedinterestsb 2 ® Ly FI 00X YdzOK 2F gKI G Aa OFftftSR aFs
Christiancircles today is not fellowship at abenuine Christian fellowship is

madeup of Christcentered relationships.

This type of fellowship is what Jesus Christ prayed for, died for and lives to
continually make possible (John 17). According to John 17, therenisreess
which exists only among believefiis oneness was made possible through the
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through his life, death and resurrection he
made it possible fous to be saved/hen we get savedve receive the Holy
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SANCTIFICATION

Sanctification is the

continuing work of God in the
life of believers, making them
actually holyé
sanctification is the Holy
Spiritds apply
the believer the work done by
Jesus Christd Christian
Theology, Millard J. Erickson

Sanctification is a work of
Godds grace, w
whom God hath, before the
foundation of the world,
chosen to be holy, are in
time, through the powerful
operation of his Spirit
applying the death and
resurrecion of Christ unto
them, renewed in their whole
man after the image of God,;
having seeds of repentance
unto life, and all other saving
graces, put into their hearts,
and those graces are stirred
up, increased , and
strengthened, as that they
more and more die unto sin,
and rise unto newness of life.
0 Westminster Larger
Catechism

Sanctification, as partial as it
may be in this life, is real. It is
the process by which those
declared righteous are made
holyé the moment we are
justified, a real change is
enacted upon us by the Holy
Spirit, so that we are
increasingly brought into
conformity with Christ.d R.C.
Sproul

(2-11)2

Spirit of God and thuall believess become partakes of this one common
nature (John 14:181; 1 Cor 12:124; Eph 4:4; Eph 2:181).

A supernatural love and unity is possible among Christiacaus® we all share

the same nature. The Holy Spirit which dwells in me, also dwells in you. He is
producing the same drives and desires in me as he is in you. He is gradually
molding and shapingou and o become more like the Lord Jesus Chi&sCor

3:18; Rom 8:29)This progressive work of God in which he makes us more like
Christ is what we catlanctification(Eph 5:2827; 1 Thess 5:23; Heb 10:12).

This process of becoming more like Christ is helped when we obey God by
submitting to what the Holpirit wants us to do. It is hindered when we
OK22aS (2 R2 2dzNJ 26y (KAY®ERh4BR Y (i NI &

What we find among Paul and the Philippians is an awesome work of God. The
Apostle and these believers were growing more and moretlikd_ord Jesus

Christ and as they did so, they loved eachother more and more. Yet, this was
not their own love, but the love of Christ working through th€2ril.3)

16. Define the wordyearnas found in verse 8.

17. The Apostle Paul was filled with an intense, compassionate, longing towards
the Philippians. He loved thedeeply. Yet, he is quick to acknowledge the
source of this love. According to the latter portion of verse 8, what was the
source of higearning?

Christian fellowship ibound together by the love and affection of Jesus Christ
working through us, toward one anothéfhe more each of us becomes like
Christ (though sanctification), the stronger our love and care for one another
becomes. The relationship between Paul and the Philippians is a perfect case
study on what Christian fellowship looks like practically.

2
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The Philippians were a communitygrbwingbelievers. There was abundant 3
evidence that the Holy Spirit was working among them. They loved their fellow -
believers, laboured for the gospel, sacrificed to fill needs and were, in every way
O2dzy SR a aLI NIYySNAR Ay (KS amist, LISt £ Spiritual fellowship is thek &
through them. The Apostle Paul, who himself was growing abundantly, could
not help but be drawn to this church. Tindesires were the same, they thought
the same way, and their affections were moved by the same things. The Holy man, experienced
Spirit in him waslrawn to the Holy Spirit in them. Such is the case within all personally by believing
genuine Christian fellowship.

life of God in the soul of

the truth, shared
The work of Christ in you, draws out the love of Christ in me which causes me tcIr
behave like Christ toward you, which then draws out the love of Christ in you,
etc. This cycle of growth and love is what Christian fellowship is all about. and leading to joy and

elationally in the churd,

holiness.

The relationship between Paul and the Philippians was amazing, but it should
not be rare. This type of spiritual bond is possible for all believers. Jesus Christ =

has provided esrything we need to have such fellowship. Why do you think ———
such a bond is not commonplace among believers? What can be done to
develop such oneness? When | talk about

Christian fellowship as a

means of perseverance,

the fellowship | have in

mind is the mutual bond

that Christians have with

Christ that unites us in a

profound and eternal
Paul 6s Passionate F;elétiohship of love that

Wheneve the Apostle Paul thought about the Philippians, his feelindsvef, should express itself in
joy and thankfulness overflowed into prayer. He understood that all which
attracted him to this church was the work of God and so thankful prayer was
the only right response. This e among all those who are engaged in genuine
Christian fellowship wherever there is spiritual fellowship there is also prayer good.

joyful and affectionate

service to f

John Piper

(2-11)-3
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Heflectior Point =

There is much confusion There are countless individuals who are in need of prayer, yet you do not pray
around the idea ofove. for all of them (it would be impossible!$o, whodoyou pray for? What has

Most of what passes as lo caused you to pray for these individuals and not others?

in our culture is a shallow

superficial or sentirantal

love.

For the remainder of this study, we will examine exactly what it was that the
Apostle Pauprayed for on behalf of the Philippian church.

A Knowledgeable and Discerning Love

18. Accordingtoverse § K G RAR t F dzf LN} & g2dzA R KI LIL
love? What did he pray would accompany their love?

Paul does not pray that the Philippians would develop love but that the love
which he had already obse=d in them and which he had been a recipient of,
would abound more andnore (1:5-8; 43, 10-20). His prayer was that the love
he had alreadgeen developing in thenvould grow and increase in its
maturity. That it would become more and more like the laxelesus Christ and
that they would exercise it liberally.

There is much confusion around the idedafe.Most of what passes as love in
our culture is a shallow, superficial or sentimental love. Our culture is even
guilty of confusing lust with love h€ love which the Philippians possessed and
which Paul prayed would abound was none of these things. It was a mature,
Christlike love which was informed by the scriptures, in harmony with the truth
and which enabled them tdistinguish right from wrong. Téis a far cry from

(2-11)4
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2dzNJ 62NI RQa ARSE 2F t2050 ¢NHS t20S Aa yZi_az2vYSik

you grow into, as you become more like the Lord Jesus Christ.

t dzZf LINF @SR (GKS tKAfALILIALIYyA ¢2dz R KI Loveis patient and kind;

With Knowledge Because Love is Not Blind love does not envy or

boast; it is not arrogantor
Growing in love, according to Paul, means also growing in knowl&age.love

is not blind. It is driven by an understanding of the word of God. By knowing the
scriptures, we can know what we should love (4:8), what we should not love (1 its own way; it is not
Thess 5:222), andhow we should express our love (1 Cor4t8, 13. Paul

wanted to Philippians to grow in their knowledge so that they could love better.

rude. It does not insist on

irritable or resentful; it

does not rejoice at
It is important that our love be coupled with knowledge because it is very easy wrongdoing, but rejoices
to call something love which is noie. ’

with the truth. Love bears

19. Look up 1 @rinthians 13:47 and list the fifteen characteristics of love. ) _
all things, believes all

things, hopes all things,

endures all things. Love

never ends. As for

prophecies, they will pass

away; as for tongues, the)
Here is an example of how knowledge helps us to love better. By knowing what
the scriptures teach in 1 Corinthians 13, we can understand what true love is
andwhat itis not. This will not only enable us to reject those things which knowledge, it will pass
others pass off as love, but will also enable us to recognize unloving attitudes in
ourselves. Armed with this knowledge, we can make sure that we are loving
others with true, Christlike l&xC+ NJ FN2Y o0S8Ay3 a6t Ay Ré x andloveabide, thesg

through the lens of scripture. three; but the greatest of

will cease; as for

away. So now faith, hope

these is love.
With Discernment Because Love is Not Naive ~

Not only does Paul pray that the Philippians love would grow in knowledge, but 1 Corinthians-83t«
also indiscernment

20. Look up the wordliscernmentnd write the definition below.

(2-11)5
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[

Sadly, among Christians
today there is a stunning
lack of discernment. Evel
more shocking is that the

utter inability to judge righ
from wrong and truth fromr
error is often justified in

the nameof love

-
-
-
- o

(2-11)6

Knowledge and discernment are not the same. To be discerning is to make wise
assessments [s@d upon ones knowledge of scriptui@scernment is the ability
to judge right from wrong and truth from error.

The Apostle prayed that K St K Aldveiwallldibk ivif@raed by the
scriptures and that their knowledge would lead them to love the riginids
and to expressheir love in the right ways.

Sadly, among Christians today there is a stunning lack of discernment. Even
more shocking is that the utter inability to judge right from wrong and truth
from error is often justified in the name of lov&hese people feel that in order
to protect love, they must compromise truth. In reality, by compromising truth,
iKSe Q@S RSaAUNRESR (NMHS f20So

¢KS . A0tS area GKIG aD2R Aa f20S¢ 6w
and how it should be exercisede@use it is possible to love the wrong things

and to love in the wrong way, we must gain the knowledge of what God has said
about love, and be discerning in how to apply it.

True love is not naive. It does not push aside truth or righteousness in order to
love. Insteadit lovingly leads peopl® truth and righteouness. In such cases,
pointing ou sin and error is the loving thing to do. This idea is lost on those who
hold to a naive, sentimental love. Their problem is that their idea of love is not
coupled with knowledge or discernment.

Point ==

Can you think of some ways our culture corrupts the idea of love? How does a
knowledge of the scriptures help us distinguishtrue love from false love?

W2 |
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So That You May Approve What is Excellent

21. Paul explicitly states the reason it is essential that love be accompanied by ~ While itis true that the
knowledge and discernment. According to verse 10, whahdid/iant the Bible doesn't specifically

Philippians to be able to do? _ , .
list every possible decisior

you'll face in life, it does

address all choices with

Many Christians are content to settle for secedds 8 G @ ¢ KS& R2 y Qi principles that govern A 2 y .
A1S a2KIFIG Aa GKS o6Said GKFG L OFy R2 KéChr_isti'aﬁfreé'cion? K S NJ
g A (i Rakilévanted so much more for the Philippians and it seemed apparent
by their growth that they did too. He wanted their love to grow in knowledge
and discernment so thdahey could determine and choose what wecellent John MacArthu

Nowhere is the disparity between those seeking excellence and those seeking

YSRA2ONR (& Y2NB Of SIN¥e& aSSy GKIy Ay GKS NBIftYy 27
areas? These are those areas which the scrggtao not clearly addresi

other words, here are no chapters or verses which explicitly sthgse things

are right or wrong. We need not fret however. Although the scriptures might

not explicitly address these issues, God has not left us withouabiiiy to

determine the best course of actioBy taking what we know from explicitly

stated truths and principles in the Bible, we can not only discern right from

wrong, but we can distinguish between what is good anét isexcellent(cf. 2

Peter 1:23).

List some things which the Bible does not explicitly state are wndrigh are
often areas of debatamong immature believers.

Gray areas are the favourite playground of those Christians who want to walk
the line of rebellion. They seize upon questions of morality or behaviour which
are not explicitly fortdden in the Bible and consistently choose the path of self

(2-11)7
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impunity and they de while daring others to judge them.

Such behaviour is the mark of spiritual infants or worsespinitual rebels. The
— Philippians were far beyond such immaturity and Paul prayed they would

continue down the excellent path.
What does the Bible say
2 KSy ¢S FI0OS ljdSatAaz2ya 2F a3aINI & FNBlFag

It may not address your ) _ _ T
consider the standards which the Apostle Paul esshlld for the Philippians:

question directly but it

most certainly offers
a. The Standard of Scripture

principles which can be
applied to it. What does the Bible say? It may not address your question directly but
it most certainly offers principles which can be applied to it. This is
where discernment is necessary in addition to knowledgewledge
- may help you bring to remembrance what the Bible says, but
discernment will enable you to apply what you know to a variety of life
circumstances.

When deciding on gray areas the mature believer will be able to discern
G KS &L NR (it cerimamig dnddeterBikelifthar®are
principles which can be applied to those areas which are not explicitly
addressed.

b. The Standard of Love

Having considered what the Bible says and what principles can be
gleaned from what it says, the next standacddpply is that of love.

The standard of love requires us to consider the interests of others
before we make life decisions. Paul addressed this with the Philippians
in chapter 2(verses 411).

22. Look up 1 Corinthians 883. In this passage the Apostlal®
addresses an issue which was peculiar to the Corinthian church at
the time. Was it OK for them to eat meat which was first offered to
AR2fa&a o0& 20KSNBK LT &2dz NBIFIR GKS
clearly that idols are not real and that for thisason, eating meat
which had previously been offered to idols was not an issue. Yet,
even after stating this, he went on to give stern warnings regarding
eating this meat.According to this passage, why did Paul think

(@
NN
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eating meat offered to idols wasoha good idea, even though it x 3
gl a y24 GSOKYyAOlIffe daoNRy3IEK -

For if your brother is

grieved by what you eat,

you are no longer walking

in love. By what you eat,

Paul wrote to the Corititians strongly cautioning them against do not destroy the one for

eating meat offered to idols. Why would he do this immediately whom Christdied. So do
after stating that idols were not real? Because the scriptures did not
have to directly address meat offered to idols for Paul to see
another principle aplay. The Bibleoesexplicitly state that we good be spoken of as evil.
Ydzali t20S FTStt26 o0StASOHSNA I yR Fértr;ekinéddrﬁof-éodigéﬁ‘
unloving to do anything which wounded their conscience.

not let what you regard as

not a matter of eating and

23.According to verse 13, what would Paul be willing to do if it drinking but of

meant keeping his fow believers from stumbling? _
righteousness and peace

and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Whoever thus serves

Christ is acceptable to

God and approved by

Paul, in his discernment, applied the standard elto the men. So then let us
situation and so chose the most excellent way (see also, Rom-14:15 pyrsue what makes for
23;1 Cor 10:3133; 1 Cor 8:18
peace and for mutual

{dzOK | gAfftAy3aySaa G2 al ONR T A O upbuilding. Itis good notS NI

. - e Z % 2 4 - A 2 A \rA v A 1 oA A =
rgre quality¢ 0 dzu- )\ u. a K2 dz Rygu .O,S.(P KA fto eat meat or drink wine TACZ
rights and demanding justice, the mature believer is limiting their
liberty and sacrificing rightsut of loveand concerrfor others (Eph or do anything that

2:1-11; cf. 1 Cor 9:27). causes your brother to

c. The Standard of Excellence stumble.

Romans 14921

The Apostle Paul wanted the Philippians to abound in lewewledge,
and discernment so that they could determine and pursue what was
excellent. He did not seem to accept the notion that he as an Apostle
was to pursue excellence while other believers were free to settle for

(2-11)9
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secondbest. He taught that pursuing esitence was simply a mark of
spiritual growth andChristianmaturity.
I—
When determining how we should respond to gray areas, one of the
When determining how jdzSatAaz2ya ¢S aK2dzZ R | a1 2dz2NESt @Sa A
SEOSttSy0S Ay Yeé |/ KNJdesielofeyerys | £ 1 Ké L
believer, whether they eat, or drink, or whatever they do, to do all to
the glory of God (1 Cor 10:31).

i QX

we should respond to gre
areas, onef the
guestions we should asl
2dzNBE St ©Sa A %47egm'an,|3 : ==
N -
decision leads to O t

Some people look at the standards of their spiritual leaders and excuse
themselves from holding the same level of devotion. Is tsjaili
excellence just for Pastors, Elders and teachers? Explain your answer.

excellence in my Christie
gl f1KE

t I dzZf Q& LINF @8SNJ F2NJ 0KS t KAfALIWAEFYE ol &
comes abounding love, scriptural knowledge, and wise discernment. These are
essentials if we are to pursueeellence in our Christian walkhis pursuit of
SEOSttSyO0S 41a& tldzA Qa LINF @SN FyR SELISOG
D2RQ& SELISOGIGAZY F2NJ dza o

So, in conclusion, how do we determine what is excellent?

24. Look at the latter half of verse 10. Howddpaul want the Philippians to
appear before Jesus Christ at his return?

25. According to verse 11, what would this abounding love araMadge
and discernment and pursuit of excellence produce in their lives?

(2-11)10
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)ey POINT

O

We would be wise to consider

R o . .o R } )} | _ what Paul prayed regarding
thdzA Qa 3INBlIUSau RSaAANE sgelede indhi faith uniilK S He Bhiiphidnd-dhdbriaydhe
the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. He wanted them not only to enter into  same way for ourselves and
his presence, but to be found pure and blameless and overflowing with clear  those around us. Consier
SOARSYOS 2F D2RQ& NAIK(GS2dzy SQa)His Rg S fuging isputigeagay RS 2
deep desire for their spiritual success lead him to pray for them passionately. He{{it‘:r‘:‘i’gr\;é:(yo”r prayer
prayed for those things which he knew were essential if they were to appear '
before Christboth pure and blameless

[N

| For an increase in love for
God and for one another.

If we share the desire to be found pure and blamslbefore Christ at his For God to cause our love
O2YAy3a:I GKSYy ¢S 2dzAKG (2 |faz2 aKFNB ttoapgungd gorelaidh 2 NR
for and pursue an abounding love, deepening knowledge, and wise discernment ~ More.
Wi;iset)](cf;llentil S Oly Itglea RSUSNNAYS | YR gflfgrzda,szhe)lf%u\ ¢
) more and to love those

who are yours. Help me to
B express that love in

' ‘ | | -
ﬂWPO I nt :.;’: meaningful, Christlike

wayso

a) "Genuine Christian fellowship is made up of Chrettered {1 For knowledge and

relationships”. How can a church help these types of relationships discernment in how we
develop? What are you doing to pursue relationships like this? ought to love others.
b) What are some ways in which the world's ceptof love is different oLord, give |

understanding what true
love is. Help me to

exercise love as laid out in
c) Considering the description of love in 1 Corinthians 13, what are some 1 Corinthians 13. Reveal in

aspects of Biblical love which you fail at showing? How might you me areas in which fail to
improve in these areas? show true Ch

from true, Biblical love?

1 For the ability to know and
choose what is excellent
S0 as to be pure and
blameless before Christ.

d) How might even Christians fall into thefr of showing a "sentimental”
love instead of a spiritual love? What's the difference?

e) What are some areas where you think Christians often settle for less

than excellence in their lives? Why do you think this is the case? oLord, help |
settle for second best but
give me a desire and
wisdom to choose what is
excellent. Keep me pure
and blameless all the way
unt il Chri st

f)  What are some "gray areas" withhich you have struggled? Have you
come to a conclusion regarding what God would have you do? If not,
how could you come to a conclusion?

(2-11)11
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LQY yzda L My task as a Pastor is not hard to summarize. My job is to labour for the
extremely confidentin thc  spiritual good of those whom God hastrrsted to me, helping them to utilize
effectiveness of the wort the means of grace in order to persevere to the end and so be presented

of God, through the blameless before Christ as his coming.
working of the Holy Spirit = ynfortunately, my task is not as easy to carry out as it is to summarize!

to bring about spiritual ; . . _ e - .
LdQa y2u0 lfogNedg28l &BENFSOUdzAaFRLA2 L R2YyQ

} X task the way the Holy Spiritwantsmetoii Q& | f 82 RAFFAOdzZ G 0S¢
D2RQa LISz g,vRENI Ye 61 GOKOFNB adGAff KFa | &aAyTFdd vl
means of grace, to indulge their flesh amdrebel against spiritual authority.

growth and maturity in

<= Add to this the evepresent influence of this sinful world and the sinister
- 2Nl Ay3 2F {FGFrysS FYR AGQa | 62yRSNI GKI

b2¢gr (Kz2asS az2dzyR fA1S (GKS 62 MRS IF2F | LIS
For this v we were dependent upon our own abilities and desires, for spiritual growth,

there really would be no room for optimism. But, thank God that is not the case.
1 Read the passages

necessary tocomplete - ) gy v | LISAAAYAAGS® L kY SEGNBYSteE 02y
the questions in this . . . -
study. God,through the working of the Holy Spirit, to bring about spiritual growth and

YIGdZNRG& Ay D2 R Qaiah5BidsoXhslidny Daadbe that godd A y
T Besuretoread the out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
guotes and other info
found in the margins

of this study.

which | purposeand shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

Like Paul, | long for those under my watchcare to mature in the faith. And like

1 Read all four chapters him, | pray and labour toward this end. My optimism in all of this is rooted in
0 ine ookt D2RQa LINBYAAS (2 edipthalthelHbESpidtasHaE inl Yy R (K
ilippians.

every genuine believer. These realities encourage me to be faithful in using
to Philippians 11218

as it will be the basis

So, how about it? Do you share my desire? Is it your ultimate desire to be found
for the next study.

pure and bhmeless before Christ at his coming? If so, | believe you and | will
have a mutually encouraging and jgiving relationshig just like Paul had with

JEA oo

the Philippians.

(2-11)12
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Chapter 1:1220 E—
The Gospel ds Progress | nHenoFon@ﬁ/eanJ

the way Christ would lov
Philippians 1:1220 Iwant you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me them, with an
has reallyserved to advance the gospsd that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest tha imprisonment is
for ChristAnd most of the brothers, having beceronfident in the Lord by my sacrificial love, but the
imprisonment, are much more bold speak the word without feaBome indeed lovewhich he expressec
preach Christ from envy and rigalbut others from good willhe latter do it
out of love, knowing that | am put hefer the defense of the gosp&he former
proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely but thinkingdfftict me in my in the person othe Holy
imprisonmentWhat then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in Spirit, lowng the
truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that | rej@i Yes, and | will rejoidey | know
that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ thigrwil
out for my deliverancegs it is my eager expectation and hope that I willnotbe — ==
at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored -
in my body whether by life or by death.

unconditionaland

wasactually Jesus Chris

Philippianghroughhim.

T—
=
- -
SR e

Last time, we consideretthe relationshipwhichPaul had wittPhilippiansas a
wonderful example of genuineh@stian fellowship. When Paul thought of the
Philippians he was overcome with joy and thanksgiving towards Idiedove

for them caused him to be burdened for their spiritual growth and maturity. He
longed for them tacontinue togrow in Christlike love, coupled with knowledge
and the ability to discernso that they could pursue and attain spiritual
excellence.

And the Philippians? For their pavthen they considered Paul, they prayed for
him andlongedfor ways in which they could provide for him, alleviate his
suffering and support his efforts in spreading the gospel.

As we observe this special relationshig ghould beguick to remember that
this type of fellowship is ndhe product ofmere natural affections. No, this was
the supernatural working of God. Paul longed for the Philippians with the
affection of Chrisfv8). What does this mean? He not only lovilaem the way
Christ would love thenqwith an unconditionalandsacrificial love, but the love
which he expressed wastually Jesus Chrish, the person othe Holy Spirit,
loving the Philippianthrough him.

(2-11)13
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[

Jesus Christ loved Pau
and Jesus Christ loved tl
Philippians. He poured tr

love upon both by
producing a longing in
each for the other. He
used the Philippians to
show His love to Paul. H
used Paul to shed $ilove
upon the Philippians. Th
is the supernatural and
Christcentered reality of
all true Christian

fellowship

()
A
"
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Likewise, the Holy Spirit, working throutite spiritually mature believers at
Philippi, produced a loving affection for Paul.

Jesus Christ loved Paul and Jesus Christ loved the Philippians. He poured this
love uponboth by producing a longing in each for the other. He used the
Philippians to showis love to Paul. He used Paul to shed his love upon the
Philippians. This is the supernatural and Chugsttered reality of all true
Christian fellowship.

d%cﬂmx' Point ==

Do you have Christian relationships in which you feel God is using others to
express His love toards you? Have you sought to be used by God to love
those whom God desires to love?

la 6S 02y iAydzS 2dzNJ SEI Y Aegdthérieoflove T t | dzf Q:
and joy and fellowship throughouDur passage for this study is no different.

Paul's Loving Care Amidst Personal Conflict

26. After telling the chuch that he prayed continually for them, Paul then
quicklyshifts gears. There is something very important that he wants them
to know. According to verse 12, what did he want them to know?

Paul's use of the phrase "what happened to me" was quite an understatement.
Alexander MacLaren refers to it as a "minimisgagphemism for the grim
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realities of imprisonment". Paul doesn't spend time recounting the extreme @ g
difficulties he had experienced because his purpose here is to comfort the POI NTS
Philippians not distress them. One of his highest priorities in writing hitelet

was to offer comfort and assurance to this chynstnom heknewwould be
distressed over his suffering.

Scan through the book of

Philippians and record the

verse references where the
word O0joyo or

Paul wanted the Philippians to know that even in the midst of his suffering, found

there were many reasons to rejoice.

So, what was it exactly which hadppenedio Paul?or the sake of our study
and to help us understand the depth of Paul's strug@esl thereby, the extent
of his love) let's take some time to explore exactly what Paul had experienced
prior to writing to the Philippians.

Read Acts 228 so that you can answer the questions below.

27. According to Acts 19:21, Paul was determined (through the Holy Spirit) to go
to Jerusalem and then to Rome to preach the good news about Jesus Christ.
Read Acts 21:4 and Acts 21:1D. What were the disciplewarning Paul —_— =
about? What would happen to him?

28.Read Actg1:13mp ® { dzY Y NA T S What digfth@ysendNig & LJ2 y a/Vhether he has been
doing? comfortable or not is a

matter of very small

importance, the main

thing is that Christ's work

has been h

29. ReadActs 21:2728. How did the Jews from Asia react to seeing Paul in
Jerusalem? What were their accusations? Alexander MacLze

(2-11)15
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Bonub POINTS

Use a dictionary or other
resource to find the definition
of the word flog. Write it
below.

(2-11)16

30. Acts 21:3832. Summarize the actions and attitude of the city towards Paul

31. Acts 21:3234. How did the tribune (the leader of the Roman soldiers in
Jerusalem) respond to the uproar in the city? What did he order to be done
to Paul?

32.In Acts 21:4Acts 22:22, Paul addresses the angry crowd by giving his
personal testimony of salvation. They listened intently as he spoke in the
Hebrew language. Until that is, he claimed that God had called him to
preach the gospel to th&entiles According to Acts 22:223, what was the
attitude of the crowd towards Paul?

The crowd in Jerusalem wanted Paul dead. Their angeaaltwas due in part

to rumours that he was teaching Jews to forsake the law of Moses (Acts-21:20
21; 22:2729). In actuality, Paul had simply passed on the judgement of the
Jerusalem church that Gentiles who came to the faith were not required to be
ciradzy OAaSR 6! Otia mpud 5SALIAGS t I dAf Qa
the law and Jewish customs, the misguided and Hifled Jews from Asia

stirred up the people against Paul so that the whole city was in an uproar
against him (Acts 21:230).

33. The Roman soldiers present in Jerusalem, charged with keeping the peace,
intervened in the tumult and took Paul into custoglgaving him from the
murderous crowdvhich was in the process of beating him (Acts 23:32)

STT2
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These soldiers however, were no frienof PaulAccording to verse 24, [—
What were they planning to do to Paul?

The Lord had already

encouraged Paul by

showing him that his

difficulties would result ir
34. The next day Paul stood before the High priest the Jewish council,

answering their accusations so that the Roman soldiers could determine the OPPOrtunity to preach the
cause of the uproar. Describe what happened in Acts-23:1 gospel in Rome.

35. Read Acts 23:10. Describe what happened at the conclusion of this meeting.

36. According to Acts 23:11, what did the Lord say to Paul in a vision?

37. Describe the conspiracy against Paul as found in Acts 2512

(2-11)17
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[
Festus asked the Jewis
leaders in Jerusalem to

return to Caesarea

E——

PorciusFestus

Preceded by
Antonius Felix

Governorof Judea
c.59to 62 AD

Succeeded by
Lucceius Albinus

(2-11)18

The Lord had already encouraged Paul by showing him that his difficulties would

result in opportunity to preach the gospel in Rome (Acts 23:11). Néw, D2 RQ &

LINE A RSY OSz t I dZf Q& y S LKdganstkimaRd war@ddNR 2 F
the Roman tribune (Acts 23:16). The tribune, not willing to allow Paul, a Roman

citizen to come to harm, gathered two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and

two hundred spearmen to safely escort Paul to Caes@hets 23:2730). There

in Caesarea, Paul had audience with Felix, the governor of Judea.

During this trial, the high priest, Ananias came down with Jewish elders and an
eloquent spokesman name Tertullus. After a shameless attempt to flatter Felix,
Tertullus laid out their accusations against P@cts 24:59). When permitted

to speak, Paul spoke in defense of himself and used the opportunity to preach
Christ and the resurrection (Acts 24:20).

38.C2fft2¢gAy3 tldAZ Qa KSIFNAYy3I o0STF2NB (KS 32
in prison, while being &rded some liberties, including visits from friends
(Acts 24:23)What do you learn in Acts 24:277?

39. TG4SNI 2SI NB AYy LINA A2y >Pogidsifrastus/ 2 LINE I NEB 3

succeeded Felix as governdéifter only a few days in office, Festus travelled
to Jerusalem where the Jewish leaders immediately laid out tase

against PaulAccording to Acts 25:3, what did the Jews ask of Festus? Why
did they ask this?

Even after years in prison, the hatred of the Jews toward Paul had not subsided.
The moment they had opportunity, they accused Paul before the new governor.

They even hoped for an opportunity to Kilim. Fesus asked the Jewish leaders

in Jerusalem to return to Caesarea where he could conduct another trial against
Paul. The trial consisted of the Jews once again bringing serious charges which
they could not prove (Acts 25:7). Pawiceagain defended himselfith grace
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40. According to Acts 25:9, what did Festus suggest? Why did he suggest it?
Bonus POINTS

In our passages in the book of
Aets, the names of two Roman
soldiers charged with
guarding Paul are given. What
are they?

Festus had a serious interest in appeasing the Jewish leaders. His predecessor 1
was recalled to Romeéue tohis inability to calm Jewish riots. Festus saw the

issue of Paul as an opportunity to curry favour with the Jews. Hewillasy to

0 NI RS ttd gduh &Xavoutallefréputation in Rome as a ruler who kept the 2.
peace.

For this reason, Festus suggested to Paul that he return to Jerusalem. Paul knew
the motivation. Trapped between an unscrupulous Roman governor and a
murderous Jewish leadershipa®# did the only thing he could. He appealed to
Caesar (Acts 25:82). Paul would soon be on his way to Rome (Acts 19:21;
23:11).

Read all of chapter 27 in order to answer the following questions.

41./ KI LJGSNJ nHc 27T s duddhce withBiGpANIRER whete tief Q
again shares his personal salvation testimony and preaches Christ. King
PINRLILI F2dzyR y2 FldA G 6AGK tldzZ odzi K2y 2dz2NBR t |
[ S&FNY / KFELIGSNI vt NBO2NR& tl dAf Q&8 22dz2NySeé FNRY /
Accordig to Acts 27:10, How did Paul describe the voyage?

Paul2voyage to Rome was disastrous. The wind and waves coupled with
continual cloud cover not only prevented them from being able to navigate, but
put their very lives in danger. In an attempt to save shép,they threw the

cargo overboard. In an act of sigeration, the sails, cables, and baggage soon
followed. Even with a crew of experienced sailors, all hope of being saved was
lost (Acts 27:10).

42. Something incredible happened just as all hope had been lost. Describe it
from Acts 27:2126.

(2-11)19
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The very letter we are
reading from Palto the
Philippians, was written

while Paul was chained 1

a Roman guard, under

house arrest in Rome.

Paul and his shipmates
were shipwrecked on the
island of Malta

O Malta

(2-11)-20

43. Describe what happened next in Acts 27488

Paul and his shipmates were shipwreck&dey were stranded on the island of
Malta for 3 months (Acts 28:11). There, God did amazing miracles through the
Apostle Paul, including a personal healing aralhikaling of all who had

diseases on the island.

WhenPaul and his fellow travelers were finadligle to join another ship, the
inhabitantsof the island, grateful to the Apostle Paladaded up all that they
would need for the journey (Acts 28:10). Pant his companions set off for
Rome and arrived there safely (Acts 28:14).

44. Returning to our passage in Philippians 1, write out verse 12.

Whathad happenedo Paul?Paul had been falsely accused, savagely beaten,

and unjustly imprisoned for thregears. He twice had to avoid a murderous
ambush by the Jews. He was forced to appeal to Caesar and upon his journey he
suffered shipwreckOnce in Rome, Paul was held under house arrest and there

he remained imprisoned for another two years (Acts 2838 also 2 Cor

11:2228). The very letter we are reading from Paul to the Philippians, was

written while Paulwas chained to a Roman guard, under house arrest in Rome.
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Point ==
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that Pau, your beloved Apostle has suffered trial after trial and has been

languishing in Roman custody for years. What questions might you have about
Paul, his ministry, and the trouble that he had experienced? a spiritually mature

believer.

in suffering is thenark of

Paul had experienced serious personal trouble, even fearing for his life on many
occasionsYou might thinkhat he would take the opportunity of a letter to the
mature believers at Philippi to seek help, relief or even an effort to see him
freed from his imprisonment. But, that is not what we find at all.

What we do find is a tender and sédss spiritual metor who is very concerned
that the trouble he had faced may have served to discourage the growing
believers in Philippi. So, in writing to them, he downplayed his own suffering
and sought to encourage therRaul had a tender care and compassion for
others,even while he himself was suffering greatly.

28 tSFNY FTNRY tldzZ Qa SEFYLX S GKFG asStftSaaySaa Ay
spiritually mature believer

d%cﬂoﬂf' Point ==

Selflessness is rarely the attitude of men and women when they are suffering.
How might someone who igjoing through trials justify their lack of concern
for others?
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Growth Trackg Through the Bible

[

The genuine believer set
D2RQa a2@SN
work behind all trouble
and humbly submits to it
As a result, he comes ot
of trials far stronger thar
he was when he went int

them.

EE—

And we knowthat for
those who love God all
things work together for
good, for those who are
called according to his

purpose.

Romans 8:28

(2-11)-22

What Has Happened to Me
Has Really Served to Advance the Gospel

The fact that Paul downplayed his own suffering and quickly went on to
encourage the Philippians not only says wersdabout him and his sacrificial
spirit, but it gives us tremendous insight into the values of the Philippians as well.
Firsty, Paul knew that they so loved him that his trouble could have greatly
distressed them. Secondly, Paul knew they were so devotéae advancement

2 ¥

GKS 323aL)5¢
GKS SINIKTf e

0gKI G
GNRdzo f Sa

The response to trials is often what distinguishes genuine believers from
unbelievers. It islao that which distinguishes mature believers from immature
believers(Matt 13:2021).

¢tKS TIfas

0 NXza G
gracioust

RAGAYS
I yEA2dzat & @

0SSt ASOSNJ R
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o dzii

f S Nyek i t@sée bdysn 3 2 & LIS

G2 D2RQa& RAGAYS Lz
2S8Sa y20 NYzy G2 D2R
AdaR2Y UGKNRdzZZK NP dzo
I S R2SayQi SyRdzaNB i

shape him- instead he seeks to escape trouble at all costs. It is often suffering
which causes the false believer to renounce his faith in Choging foran easier

path in the wotd.

On the other hand, it is suffering which causes the faith of a genuine believer to
be put on display. His faith is tried, and founge (1 Pet 1:67). It is
strengthened as it is exercisédames 1:31). He is lead to trust God in ways and

to a degre whichhe had not befor¢ ¢ KS ISy dzA y S

0SSt ASOHSNJ

hand at work behind all trouble and humbly submits to &.&result, he comes
out of trials far stronger thahe was when havent into them.

Paul knew thathe Philippian church as cqrised of mature, genuine believers.
For this reason, he knetlat if they understood that God used his trials for

good, they would be both comforted and encouragedy” R

az2zz K$

St t

want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me hadyesadrved to

I R yOS

GKS 323L)Sf ¢

The guestion remainsiowwas the gospehdvanced through his suffering?
Consider the following three points found in verses2iP

1.Unbelievers are Converted

v

a

a

é
N
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45, According to verse 13, what had become known? To whont Biecome [—
known?

From the moment the

Roman tribune intervene

to save Paul from the

hate-filled crowd in

Jerusalem, a series of

' -
P0|nt == events wnfolded around
Paul which would have
Thinking back to what you read in theook of Acts,how do you think the been unlike anything els
things that the Roman tribune and other soldiers withessed might have the soldier had

affected their opinion of Paul and Christianity in general? experienced.

—

From the moment the Roman tribune intervened to save Paul from the-hate
filled crowd in Jerusalem, a sesof events unfolded around Paul which would
have been unlike anything else the soldier had experienced.

Consider the fact that after the Apostle Paul was taken into custody, he would

have had Roman soldiers around him atiates. This means that members of

the Roman military would have heard his personal salvation testimony on

Ydzf GALX S 200FaAz2yad ¢KSe g2dd R KIFI@S gAlySaasSR t
unjust treatment by the Jewish leaders. For years, they would have hebrdizf Q a

conversation and watched his interaction with fellow believers as they visited

him while under house arresthey would have heard his conversations with

Felix as he taught about righteousness,-selfitrol and the coming judgment

(Acts 24:25)They would have watched him carry on his ministry while bound in

chains.

(2-11)-23
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[

By permitting Paul to
teach and preach while
under house arrest, the

Romans allowed the

gospel to spread, not onl
through the city but
through the eliteimperial

guard

(2-11)-24

On the treacherous journey tooRhe, the Roman soldiers/ould have watched

t | dzf Q& LINE LIK@BRBA) ORKYSSe (a\ddf R KI @S
divine insight(Acts 27:226), theyg 2 dzZf R KI @S 0SSy NBOALK Sy
authoritative carg(Acts 27:3B6)T (1 KSeé g2dz R KI @S aSSy D2F
over PaulActs 28:3) (1 KSe g2dZ R KI @S gAlySaasSR t | d:
working (Acts28:89); they would have seen and benefited from to®ing

interaction between Paul and his fellow believéigts 28:1415).

gAUYS

Once in Rome, soldiewould have been constant companions of P@dts

28:16) They wouldchear him as he expounded the law and the prophets,
convincing many that Jesus was theddiah. For two whole years, the Roman
guards would hear Paul proclaim the kingdom, teaching about Christ with
boldnessOver time, it became obvious to the guards around Paul that he was
dzy2dzadt & AYLINRa2YSR IyR (KPhpL1RS g1 a adzF:
Perhaps most powerfully of all, these pagan Romans would have heard the

Apostle Paul, the former devout Jew, proclaim to his Jewish brethren that the

salvation which he preached and which they had reject@asnow available

to Gentiles (Acts 288). It appears that many within the imperial guard seized

upon the opportunity to be savedS @Sy (K2aS GAGKAY [/ S&l NI
4:22)!

Unwittingly, the hateful Jews and the pagan Romans smuggled the most
powerful of weapons into Rome. When theyhght Paul to the city, they also
brought the gospel. By permitting Paul to teach and preach while under house
arrest, the Romas allowed the gospel to spread, not only through the city but
through the elite imperial guard. Paul may have been bound, baigitspel was
not. He may have been in chains, but the soldiers were the captive audience.

d?%ecﬂoﬂ/' Point ==

Just like Paul, whenever we suffer, we do so with an audience. Friends, family,
co-workers and others watch how we handle trouble. How might our unsaved
friends respond when they see us handle conflict, injustice, and accusation
with grace? How might they respond when they see us handle physical,
financial or relationaproblems by trusting God?
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— — The way in which Paul

handled trouble, directly

Paul could tell the Philippians that his suffering had lead to the advancement of ~ contributed to the

the gospel because many in Rome, evenZay 3 0 KS A YLISNA I £ IdgeNiB of uMbBlievert S &
household had become believemhey watched his selfless spirit as he cared for

others. They heard his tender heart as he dictated his prison epistles to the —_— _'_:.;li:

churches. They witnessed the continuation of his ministygnewhile he was

suffering.The way in which Paul handled trouble, directly contributed to the

conversion of unbelievers.

d?%ecﬂoﬂ/' Point ==

When we suffer, we become selfish. Why? Because it is very easy to justify self
centeredness while we are enduring trials. Aftetral s houl dndét ot hers be servir
ME? |1 sno6t it time to focus on ME? This wasnot P
suffering,the needs of others moved himEven while bound, he pursued
spiritual priorities. Paul kept serving God and serving others, even when life
hurt. This, by the way, was also the attitude of the Philippians (2 Cor$:1 I—

== How was the gospel

- I I‘Q@I y‘ééﬁ l:l K
¢tKS O2yOPSNBAZ2Y 2F dzyoSt ASOSNR sl a yza cHeinggyees 41
lead to the advancement of the gospel. Upon seeing how Paul responded to

trials, sincere beligers were also emboldened to preach the gospel. 1. Unbelieversiere
Converted

2. Sincere Believers

2. Sincere Believers are Emboldened Were Emboldened

46.! OO0O2NRAY3I (2 OSNES mnz 6KFdG FFFSOG RAR t I dzf Q& A

the brothers? _— ==

a2ald 2F GUKS ONRPUOKSNAR ¢6K2 KSIFENR 2F thdzZ Qa (GNRdzof Sa
them, but rather encouraged to preach the gospel with an even greater

(2-11)-25
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e boldness.They understood that Paul was imprisoned for tlefahse of the
gospel and were ready to come alongside and defend it as well (v16).
The fact that believers Christianity is unique in that it thrives and spreads under perseculibere is
were emboldened Aa2YSGUKAY3A Fo2dzi s+ GOKAY3I D2RQa LIS2LI S &«
GKNRdIdzAK t I c which embddens other believers to stand more firmly for the faith. This may be
in part because watching others go through difficulties, allows us to see the
faith tested and tried in ways which we have not personally experienced. By

reminds us that we neve

suffer without an watching others suffer graciolyswe are assured that our faitanwithstand
audience trouble and that Goawill care for us through suffering.
== 2} GOKAYy3 thtdf Qa t28tt O2YYAGYSY(d (2 / KNI

emboldened those who were free to carry the torch of the gospel. If Pauldvoul
proclaim Christ while bound, they would gladly use their freedordo the
same¢ and to do so with greater boldness

¢tKS FIFrO0 (GKIFG o0StASOSNER 6SNB Syoz2ft RSYySR
that we never suffer without an audience. Fellow belieweils either be
encouraged or discougeed through our handling aftruggles.

For some, it may not seem necessary or even fair to be told that we must be
concerned about others while we are suffering, yet this is the very example of
Jesus Christ. Paul issthe entirety of Philippians 2 to make this point (consider
2:4 and the example of Christ which follows).

Paul did far more than teach this point however. He lived it. He chose his words
wisely and encouraged the Philippians even while he sat chainadRtuman
soldier. He wanted to ensure that his handling of trouble helped to embolden
his fellow believers.

d%cﬂoﬂf' Point ==

Can you think of a time when you were encouraged to greater faithfulness upon
seeing others suffer for the faith? Why do you think their troutédel Isuch an

affect on youHave you ever been told that the way in which you handled
trouble, encouraged others in their faith?

(2-11)-26
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How was the gospel
F RO YOSR (K
suffering?

1. Unbelieverswvere
Converted

3. Detractorswere Rendered Powerless 2. Sincere Believers
were Emboldened

Although nany unbelievers were converted and most of the brothers were

SYoz2f RSYSR o6& tldAf Qa (GNRdzof Sas (KSNB3 Dimdorskeiek S NA

imprisonment to their own advantage. Rendered Powerless

)
o
'

47. According to verse 15, how dsmepreach Christ? According to verse 17, s
what did they thirk they would do to Paul by preaching Christ?

How does Paul handle this?

. . . . Is he wounded? Doubtless
Interestingly, those Paul describes in these verses are unlike any others that he

addresses. These were not false teachers, or false converts. These men were
preaching the gospel accurately, yet they were doing it with a spirit of rivalry ~ else. But he is a man of dee[

he has feelings like everyone

towards Paul. Perhaps th&yA a F AINSSR ¢AGK &a2YS 2F t oS 2ARAC

~ e =° = pr|nC|pIe and he percewes
t dzZf Qa | LIJISEF N yOS SYOIFINNFaaSR UKSY® hg I hnﬁqb i Kﬁn
SHARSYOS GKHG D2R 414 RAALI SHaSR A LR VRATYPEETC o
apostolic authority because it challenged their own. Whatever thearathese like this or by preachers who
men disliked Paul and used the occasion of his imprisonment to advance their  ajign themselves withthe
own ministriesg thinking that it would afflict Paul. : .
apostle, the gospel is getting

49. If these preachers thought that their preaching of the gospel while Paul was ~ ©ut- And thatis more

in prison would afflict him, thewere sorely mistaken. According to verse 18, important than whether or
GKI G ol a thdzZ Qa GGAGdzZRS G261 NR KS)\notheh]r'nsellfa'éﬁfe\;eya

universal respect in the

church.

D.A. Carson

(2-11)27
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W POINT:

Paul left a wonderful example

of how to handle trials for A R R , o .
Godds glory an 9U0SY KSNBZ tldZ Qa alAyufe RAALRZAAUAZY al

of those around us. Consider RARY QU FFFSOG t I dzf T 0 Srédutdi@rSnotorietsizor ¢ &y Q1
allowing some of the things position. He was in it for the advancement of the gospel and the glory of Christ
webve |learned (1:21).Because Paul was not rivalrous, prideful-petfimoting, the attempts of

example to affect the way you - ynage men to afflict Paul wemenderedpowerless.
pray about trials.

[ 4

1 Pray for wisdom in I -

undizrstanding the PO I nt -

purpose of trials when

they come. Oftentimes prickful, selfcentered people attempt to afflict those of whom they
I NB 2SlIf2dzad ¢KA&A oFa OSNIIAyfte (GKS OF 2
experiencing trials now pef)ple in your Ii]ie who try to aAffIict you. TheAy do Et qut of prisie. Th(ibest o )
but please, byyour Holy NEalLl2yaSK wAiasS Ky2 dBR RSHAY G YN A [BHHWR U K

oLord, I may

Spirit, give me wisdom defen(vj your reputation at every turn. Instead, humbly submit your cause to God

when they do come. Help ¥ }/ R l:l NXza l:l KAY l:l 2 O I NNE 2 lej 2 dza U A éé I a I
me to understand the 2:21-23.

purpose of trialsd and to

trust you even when | == _

dondto e

1 Pray for the ability to care
for others when you are Christ Will be Honored in My Body,

suffering.

Whether by Life or by Death.
oLord, help |
the Apostle Pauld even in
the midst of troubles he
was concerned for the
spiritual encouragement
of others. Protect me from
selfcenteredness and sel
pity. Help me to have the
mind of Christ and to put
the interest of others
before my owl

Paul could possess such a peace in the midst of troubles because he had first
and foremost given himself to Christ and the cause of the gospel. His submission
to Christ was so complete that he was prepared to honour Christ iarliflieath

50.! OO2NRAY3a (2 GOSNRS HnI gKFG &l a tlI dz Q3

And here we find the secret to suffering graciously. This is the key to handling
trials in such a way that unbelievers can look on and be drawn to Christ;

(2-11)-28
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believers can be emboldened in the faiimd divisive figures can be left

powerless What was it? fie Apostle Paul had already died to his own-self

AYyiSNBadged a FFENI A KS gta O2yOSNYySR>: Kia fATFS |y
that he had and all that he was had long ago been presented to Christ to be

used for his glory. Paul wastrhis own. He understood that he was purchased

by the blood ofChrist, and that his life was now to be lived for the glory of God

alone(Gal 2:20).

d%cﬂo/w' Point ==

| I @S @2dz adzZNNBYRSNBR (2 GKS [2NR WSadzai / KNRAAGK 5
toward your own life? You wibnly be able to handle trials with grace when you
understand that your life is not your own.

Paul would later tell the Philippians that he was content to be offered as a

GRNAY]1 2FFSNAYy3IE dzLll2y GKS &I ONNifEAOS GKSANI FILAGK 0
were fully spent for the success of fellow believansl to the glory of Gadt

was this attitude which enabled him to suffer graciously and to rejoice in the

advancement of the gospe] even if it came about at the expense of his own

comfort.
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Discusssorr Point =

a) Paul displayed a care for others while he was suffering. What attitudes
do you think we are more likely to have while we suffer? How can we
overcome them?

b) Discuss a time of your life when you learned to trust God more.

c) Where in your life do youreounter unbelievers? Do you keep a good
testimony before them? In trying situations and in the easy times?

d) Are you bold in preaching the gospel? What keeps you from sharing the
gospel with others? What might encourage you to do it more?

e) Some brothersk SR (G2 FTRR T FFEAOGA2Yy (G2 t | dz
32aLJSt 2dzi 2F NAGIENEBEP® ¢KS&aS YSy LINE
accusing him. Have you ever been guilty of assuming others were
adzFFSNAYy3I 0S0OldzaS GKS&Q@S RayS az2vSi
good way of thinking?

f)  Much of what we do was Christians must be done while considering
how it impacts others. Why might some people have a hard time with
this reality? Do you struggle with it?

g) The Apostle Paul was willing to have Jesus Christ hdreitieer
through his life or his death. He said in 1@2Eor me to live and to die is
gain. What might keep us from having such a fully surrendered attitude
regarding our own lives?

(2-11)-30
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t dA RARYQO KIF@S (2 SELIX IHdthe PhillpBansd Sy S MR & prafessig ¥ S O

like James did to his audientames 1)or like Peter did to higl Peter 1) The believer has sen his
Philippians had already embraced the reality that God, in his sovereignty, spiritual growth stunted
sometimes allows trouble to come into our livefor our good and for his gig. because he failed to

o ) o . ; ~_ respond properly to trials
tldz& RARYyQU KIS 02 SELXIAY U2 UKS tKAfALWLRALIYa 0K

gospel was a higher priority than personal comfort. No, Paul knew that news of -
the spread of the gospel in the midst of trouble would be an incredible

encouragement to the chah. They would be able to see past the trouble and

embrace the greater purpos&/e could say hey had a mature theology of

suffering.

In my experience, one of the greatesttimbling block$o immature believers is

their weak understanding of the purposad the inevitability of trials. In my

opinion, a Biblical understanding of the purpose of trials and suffering ought to

be one of the first lessons a new belieVearns Why? Because with trials come

strong temptations. Temptations to distrust God: teinp (i A 2y 4 (2 R2dzo G°D plEd £ v

love and caretemptations to escape from difficulties through illegitimate 1 Read the passages

necessary to complete
the questions in this
because he failed to responqmoperlyto trials. study.

means, etc. Many a professing believer has seen his spiritual growth stunted

1 Be sure to read the
This becomes even more damagiwhen we consider that others are watching quotes and other info
found in the margins

on ¢ both believers and unbelievers. of this study.

My hope and prayearethat when suffering comes into my life, | can share 1 Read all four chapters

thdf Q& FGdAGdzRS® b20 2yte KAa FddAddRENPPEE NRa N
- . A . ; __ Pnhilippians,
fellow believersL 1 y29g LQff 0S tcééletlaBRexpet 0 SO2YS aSt ¥

attention andsympathyp L 1y 2¢ LQff 0S5 GSYLWGiSR (f2 Payehecid atteniofy  §§ K ¢
. . - . . N to Philippians 12}-26

to serve others while I myself am suffethg L LN} € 2 60e D2 RQa I NJ M Bedhe s U L

instead show the tender, selésscarewhich was first modeled by Christ and for the next study.

V24 [

later adopted by Paul.
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Chapter 1:1826 E—
The Indomitable Joy of the Surrendered Life

Paul suffered greatly for

Jesus Christ, and did st
Philippians 1:1&6 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in whijle labouring for those
truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that laoige. Yes, and | will rejoice, for | know
that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn
out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be == _
at all ashamed, but that with full courage now always Christ will be honored d
in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall
choose | cannot tell. | am hard pressed betweertlte My desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. Convinced of this, | know that | will remain and
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so thatdryou
may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you
again.

who belonged to Christ.

The Apostle Paul experienced much personal suffering. At one point, in
response to those who were boasting of their human credentials, Paul shared
with the Corinthans the extent to which he personally suffered for Christ and
his work.

OAre they servants of Christ? | am a better eham talking like a madman

with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and
often near death. Five tingel received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes
less one. Three times | was beaten with rods. Once | was stoned. Three times |
was shipwrecked; a night and a day | was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in
danger from rivers, danger from robbedanger from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea,
danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night,
in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposukad, apart from
other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the
churches 2 @orinthians 11:228)

Ld sta y26G tldf Qa yIGdNB G2 aLiskl
absurdityof KA &8 RSGNJ O 2 NRa @athiiciedeyitdsverd ¥
0§KS YSI &dzNB -Bethadzhgrs &l deats 2 NI K

KAa ¢l & odzi
KSe G(K2dAaKi
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E—

The striking thing about

t I dzf Qa fATFS

the fact that he suffered,

but that while suffering,
he maintained an

unshakeable joy.

(2-11)-34

As comprehensive as this list might seem,mestNBE YSY 6 SNI G KF G t | dzf ¢

ministry continued for a decade after his writing to the Corinthians. Over ten
years later, Paul would writ® Timothy:

oRemember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as
preached in my gospel, for which | am suffering, bound with chains as a
criminal. But the word of God is not bound! Therefore | endure everything for
the sake of the eldcthat they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glor§.(2 Timothy 2:810)

Paul suffered greatly fafesusChrist,and did so while labouring for those who
0St2y3aSR (2 / KNRAG O6KAA& Sfebdviverdsnotk S
the fact that he suffered (2 Tim 3:12), but that while suffering, he maintained an
unshakeable joy (Php 1:18).

In our last study we saw that even while Paul was bound in prisoaydided
selfcenteredness, maintained spiritugtiorities,and continued to serve others
with joy. In this study, we are going to examine the attitaddnich enabled Paul
to keep his joy, and to focus on others, even while suffeiig.will consider
how to maintain joy through a surrendered litbrough a spiitual longing and
through selfless labour.

:by Through a Surrendered Life

51. According to the latter portion of verse 18, what was Paul determined to do,
even while others were trying to afflict him?

aid NJ

52. According to the verse 18, what was it about the present circumstance
which motivated Paul to rejoice?
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E—
. S0FdzaS ttdzZ Q& dzZA GAYFGS LINA2NRGE g4I <'§[1 IL(IjZf Qaé%gw%édzé
rejoice amid suffering. Although his personal strugglkesainly affected his z a y
own comfort, he could see beyond his own priorities to the priority of the would not in anyway be

gospel. If the gospel was advancing, and Christ was being preached, Paul woul@ishamed was born out ¢

continue to rejoice. the fact that he had

Beyondthis however, Paul had an oweching attitude wigh brought all of alreadygiven his life,

f ATSQa (NP dzo f Araed witfi thia attituiSeNB d¢al8dnitHstand eny . . .
. including his earthly
earthly testing.
comfort and any persong
53. !v 002 N‘Ril YEI uz OSNPBYHRARSYKlI azdz R K I'ppl%[ri{%goveqt%&éi%rc T dzt
O2dzNJ IS¢ K
Jesus Christ, to be used

his glory.

Paul had a confident expectation that his present circumstances would not lead

to his defeat or shame. This wastronaive expectation or cheap hope that he

would one day be acquitted of his crimes and freed from his Roman captors.

b2d a4 Fftd thdz Qa O2yFARSYOS GKIFIG KS g2dzZ R y2d A
out of the fact that he had already given his life, inahgdhis earthly comfort

and any personal priorities over to the Lord Jesus Christ, to be used for his glory.

54. According to verse 20, in what two ways was Paul willing to see Christ
honoured? M POI NTS

Use a dictionary or other
resource to find the definition
of the word indomitable.

Write it below.

t | ddedpest desire antighestjoy wasin seeinglesus Christ honoured. Paul
could rejoice while suffering, because hesamnfident that through his own
Spiritenabled faithfulness]esus Christ would be honoured in his life, or even
through his deathFor Paul, even death became a means to honour Christ and
sothe prospect ofleath became a reason for him to rejoice.

Throughthe Apostlet | deixamnale we learn that a key to possessing an
AYR2YAGFOGES 228 A aanddéath ZNBSY BA BRY T2 Ay QN B K DS
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When the perishable puts on
the imperishable, and the
mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the

saying that is written: "Death
is swallowed up in victory."
55 "O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is

your sting?"

1 Corinthe15: 585

(2-11)-36

glory. When death becomes a reasonrejoidng, sufferingloses t f 2 F A (1 Qa

powerto steal joy.
Paul m&es this point in even stronger terms in verse 21.

55. Write out verse 21.

Life to Paul was a matter of living for the Lord Jesus Christ. There was no higher
priority or greater satisfaction than seeing Christ glorified. Paul had so
GK2NRdzZIKf & 3IAPSYy KAa fAFS G2 GKS
to me to liveis Christ @

[ 2 NR W!

56. This is not the only letter in which Paul expressed his complete surrender to
the Lord Jesus Christ. Write out Galatians 2:20.

Paul understood that when a believer traskesus Christ as saviour and submits

02 KAY Fa [2NRI Al AicéanteteKlfe. ISthaRmothdnt, (0 KI & LJ
Jesus Christ becomes the center of everything. For ¢aisan, Paul could state

GL 'Y ONHzZOAFASR gAGK / KNRAaAGeéd Wdzad Fa w
life up for Jesus. Through death if necessary, but primarily through living a life

wholly devoted to his glorySo complete was this devotion that kg2 dzf R al & & A

Aad y2 t2y3ISNIL K2 fAGST odzi / KNAal 6K2

tldzZ oFa O2yOSNYySR>X KA& LISNA2)
t dzZf Q& gAtfd Wdzaid | a

'a FFNJIF a
gAff KIFER NBLJX I OSR
live for Christ.

Paul- An Example for All Believers
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2 KAfS NBFTRAYy3 tldAf Qa GSadAiayzye 27 ?Wém
be tempted to believe that this level of devotion is reserved only for Apostles or
other spiritual leaders. This is not true. What we see ial Baan example for
every follower of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor 4:16; Heb 13:7). Each one of us ;
AK2dAf R AKENB t | dzf Qheawakoudeiwil aldshaiez G I t 2 AoURE Y R'EN;
t | dehDakeable joy. follower of the Lord Jesu

Christ

What we see in Paul is ¢

Look up Luke 14:283 in order to answer the followinquestions.

57. According to verses 286, who was Jesus addressing? Considering this, who
do his words in this passage apply to?

58 WSI R OSNBRS HTD® 126 Aa AG AAYAfFNI G2 é;K';'*l_éiSQ@S |
2:207? -

Are you willing to say with

the apostle Paul, "For to me

to live is Christ and to die is

gain"? Are you willing to say

that? Are you so eager to
] ) 5 A ) have your sins forgiven and
50.0HT® 2 KIUO R2Sa WS&adza aleée |o2dzu azveawe A~Awa ’TV} dzy
= < x the hope of eternal life that i
ONR aac¢ K

it cost you even your life in

this world, that's a small

price to pay?

thdf Q3 LISNE2ylt allaGSYSyd 27 edwitht RSONN MacArthuys 4
| KNRAaAGET g1 a y2Gd 2NRAAAYFE (2 KAYD tlhdzx 61a&8 SOK2AY
I KNRA &l Qa ¢ 2edR anyoaeSukidwolrdbs Bsiisciple.

A genuine disciple of Jesus Christ has surrendered his life to be used by Christ

T2 NJ / K NNesis iuseddn@wodie disciples if they are unwilling to die
totheirownselfA y  SNBaAG YR f AQDS TREeNgnd ik a G Qa Ay G SNBad |t
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When Jesus promises jc
to his followers, it is with
the understanding that hi
followers are comgtely
surrendered to keeping
his commands (John
15:1011).

-
-
-
- o
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thing as a genuine disciple of Jesus Christ who has not taken up his own cross,
and died to seHintered ¢ just like Paul.

60. Write our Luke 14:33.

d%cﬂoﬂ/' Point ==

Is this yourunderstanding of salvatioand discipleshipWhen you believed in
Christ, was it accompanied by a wholehearted desire to live for Christ? If not,
according to Christ himself, you cannot be his disciple.

T
-
- -
-

W g,

Believing in Christ means surrendering our live€hrist. When Jesus promises

joy to his followers, it is with the understanding that his followers are

completely surrendered to keeping his commands (John 151)0Paul got this

NAIKGDP | A& gAff o1 a NBLindlteddbl§oywasthé K NA & (0 Q:
result.

Every BelieveB A Living Sacrifice
Every disciple of Jesus Christ, by definition, has been crucified with Christ. In
NBalLlyasS (G2 /KNAaduQa RSFGK 2y (GKS ONR&aa.
26y ONRaad Ly NB zialdeyth Be germuing disdijdle ivesaa & I ONJ
sacrificial life(see Romans 6)

61. Look up Romans 122 What did Paul ask believers to do in verse 1?

Again, Paul emphasizes that it is the duty of every believer to surrender their
lives to God. The idea in this passage is that we, in response to the mercies of
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God, anl as an expression of thankfulness, would present our lives to him as a —_
living sacrifice. Just like Paul, every believer ought to be able tblsaye been -
crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the

life | now ive in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave! f we ask, 0
himself for me. constantly in the process of

being transf

62. Look at Romans 12:2. If we are to fulfill our duty as disciples of Christ and answer, found in the text, is
give our lives as a sacrifice to God, what affect will it have on our
relationship to he world?

by the renewing of our mind.
And if still another question

i s askedthe 0

renewing of our minds, and

how is it acc

answer is before us. The

: — renewing of our minds is the
Point<==

manner of transformation,

What positive action do you think a disciple@hrist must take in order to and since the mind of Christ

Syadz2NBS GKIG KS A& y2i &aO2y T2 Nsfoundinthe Word of God,
i | o o | . . itseems plain that the
2Kl LI2aAuAgS FOuA2Yy Ydzzad KS 0lF1S AV 2NRSNI ;2
renewing of the mind is to
Does this describe your life? If not, what does this say about whether or not you be found in the
have offered yourseklis a sacrifice to God? What then does it say about contemplation of the
whether you are a disciple of Christthat does it say about the likelihood that

. . . Scriptures.
you will experience real joy?

== S. Lewis Johns

Next, consider that Paul was able to be an example of enduring joy in suffering,
not only kecause of his surrendered life but because ofspisitual longing.

Jby Through Spiritual Longing

63. Look at verses 223. According to verse 21, what was death to Paul?

g 2

a
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So Paul dés po
and death, for a Christian,
are acts of worshipfi they

exalt Christ, and magnify hin
and reveal and express his
greatnessfi when they
come from an inner
experience of treasuring

Christ as gain

John Piper

-

For here we have no lasting
city, but we seek the city that

is to come.

Hebrews 13:1¢

(2-11)40

While living his life on this earth, the Apostle Paul had a constant desire to b

elsewhere. Yes, he loved and rejoiced in serving others, but he longed for what

he knew offered an even greater and more completeddyeing with Christ.

Paul was homesick for a place where he had never been. How is this possible?

. SOl dz&a S A (i thespladeyitvas abodtzhdzperson. Paul longed to be

with the one whom he loved above all others. The same love which lead him to
AdZNNBYRSNI KA&d tATFTS 2y BhilNadlenhgifg2oNein KNA a G Q
/| KNAaiQa LINBaSyOSo

Paul knew that dedt could never rob him, it could only give him more. To live
meart to serve Christ, but to die meat be withChrist which was far better.

64. Look up Romans 8:18. What should we consider when we are suffering?

65. Look up 2 Corinthians 5 2 K i R2 @2dz KAyl AdG YSt
02Re@¢ Qa al gEK BPXBYY BKS azaRE Qa LINBTSNI

Understanding that we hava greater life awaiting us enables us to keep a
special perspective while we are suffering in this life. We know that the
temporary satisfaction and fleeting pleasures of this life are not all that there is,
but that there awaits something far better. Fitnis reason, losing earthly
comforts,being denied temporal pleasures; even facing deatboes not steal

our joy but rather enhances our longing. It builds in us an even greater desire
for that time when joy will be unmixed wittisappointment worship wil be
untainted by sinand life is unthreatened by deatin this way, suffering



increases our joyful expectation of the things which are to come.

Point ==

Are you so content in this world that you see death and heavdass® Or do
82dz aKI NB tive,daéit @ ifar haGexd de)®id Christ?

)
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Longing, Yet Labouring

t I dzf Qa4 RSAANB gta (2 0S 6AGK / KNRAD
longing. This however, did not keep him from fully engaging in this life. Instead
it drove him to labour een more intenselyl Cor 15:911). He knew that being
with Christ also meant giving an account to Christ. He counted every moment
on earth as another opportunity to store up treasures in heaven. Each day was
another chance to secure a loving commendatiimm Christ (Matt 25:23; 2 Tim
4:7-8; 2 Cor 5:6L0).

It is this and this only which gave Paul pause as he considered the gain of
departing to be with Christ. Although being with Christ was far better, there was
tremendous work for the Apostle to do onmtla for others If he were to

remain, he could be a source of joy to the churches and a help in their progress

PhilippiangGT2-11)

The true attitude, then, for us
is patient service till He
withdraws us from the field.
We do not count him a
diligent servant who is
always wearying for the hour
of leaving off to strike. Be it
ours to labour where He
puts us, patiently waiting till
'death's mild curfew' sets ug
free from the long day's

work, and sends us home.

Alexander MacLz¢

inthe faith.! Yy R KSNB 6S FAYR | y2(iKSNEsalfesgNOS 2F t | dzZf Q&

labour.

Jby Through Selfless Labour

66. According to verse 21 aRl saw life as an opportunity to have Christ living

I

How did Paul maintain ar
indomitable joy?

1. Through a
Surrendered Life

through him and he saw death as gain. In verse 22 he shows us what having 2. Through a Spiritual

Christ living through him looks like. What did living in the flesh mean for
Paul?

Longing

3. Through a Selfless
Labour

(2-11)41
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Death is gain because it
brings more of Christ to
Paul, and more of Paul to

Christ

William Hendriks

(2-11)42

On one hand, Paul wanted to depart and to be with Christ, yet on the other, he
understood that his labatng on earth would be a tremendous help for the
churchesHe had confidence that his labour would produce much spiritual fruit.

67. Look up 1 Corinthians 15:58. What did Paul encourage the Corinthians to
abound in? What could they know?

Paul knew that his earthly labour among the Philippians would be successful.

¢tKA&d ¢l &4 D2RQA LINPYAAS o6LAl ppYMMOD . &
produce spiritual fruit and in this Paul, would rejoice. Whether labouring on

earth, or being with Christ in Heaven, Paul would find fayd so, he found

KAY&ASEt T aKI NR the)WB desirSsRThis lioBelves, 8idnbt mean

that he did not have a preference.

68.! OO2NRAY3I (G2 OSNBS HoX gKIG gFa t!I df Q3

a. How did he describe departing to be with Christ?

69.0HN® 2 KI { tldzf &F& lo2dz2i aNBYI AYA

t I dzZf Qa a0NHZA3IES gl a y2i Qigorleahh.SINNVAYAY T |
struggle was between what was hiesire(v23) and what was moneecesary
for the Philippians (v24). As much as Paul longed to be with Christ, he knew that



the churches needed him. Paul was so selfless that he was willing to defer his
own desire to be with Christ in favour of the needs of his fellow believers.

In giving déerence tothe needs ohis fellow belieershowever, Paul did not
sacrificgoy. If he were to remain on earth, labouring for Christ, he would find
tremendous joy in watching Christlikeness devédlothose whom he served
Even if his whole life were tcelspent labouring for their growth, he would
rejoice in it. He said as muchmilippians 2:1¥ Evén if | am to be poured out
as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with you al&

70. Understanding the great el that existed for him to remain and labour
among the Philippians and others, Paul was convinced that God would
prolong his life and use him to that enficcording to verse 25, for what two
reasons would Paul continue with them all?

PhilippiangGT2-11)

Paul 6s del i be
for the Philippians what he
would clearly teach in 2:4:
OLet each of
only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of
others. 6 Chr
important to him than life
itself, and others were more
important to him than being

in Heaven with Christ. What

a needed message for the

church as it stands amidst a

Paul had a deep desire to see the Philippians progress in the faith. Making
progress in the Christian life meahecoming more and more like the Lord Jesus
Christ. Paul wanted to serve them and labour among them in order to see them
become more like JesuBhis was such a deep desire for Paul that in speaking to
the Galatians, he likeed it to that of a mother labouring to give birth to a child
omy little children, for whom | am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ
is formed in youd Gadatians 4:1p

Paul desired to labour for their spiritual progress becauseiderstoodhat it

was only through genuine spiritual growth that they would come to possess the
same type of joy which he possessed. For this reasosaitethat hewvould

labour for both their progressan@® 2 @ Ay GKS FlLAGKE @

71. Considering the needs the Philippias,Paul was confident thatod would
enable him to be with them once again. According to verse 26, what did
Paul believe his coming to them would cause them to have?

me-first culture that makes
selffulfillment into

entitlement.

R. Kent Hughe
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W POINT:

Paul left a great example of
how to maintain joy in the
midst of suffering.

Considering applying
principles you
this lesson to your prayer life.

9 Pray a prayer of full
surrender to God.

oDear Lord,
that you want all of me.
My heart, mind, emotions
and will. | surrender them
all to your authority. Guide
and direct me. Teach and
correct me. Help me to
make decisions in my life
which honour you. Protect
me from asserting my own
wi || above vy

1l Pray that you could show
the same type of selfless
care for others which Paul
did.

oDear F agehelpr
me to be concerned for
the spiritual welfare of
others. Give me
opportunity to labour for
their spiritual good. Help
me to help others become
more like Christ. Please
create opportunities this
week where | can have a
meaningful impact on

s 0 me o lifeed@edping
and encouraging them to
grow spiritui

(2-11)44

Paul received joy by watching others take joy in Christ. Although he felt a strong

pull heavenward where he would finally and forever be with €hhe also felt

a pull towards the Philippians who could still benefit greatly from his spiritual

influence. He felt that his labouring among them would give them ample, that

G2 3JIft2NB Ay / KNRAGC
be delayed, he would spend that time loving and labouring in order to produce

even more Chrishonouring spiritual fruit.

is,supesr 6 2dzy RAy3sx OF dza S

A key to having an indomitable joy is found in learning to rejoice in the spiritual
progress of others. Do you find joy in not ymatching others grow, but in
playing a role in their spiritual growth?

How might you develop this type of joy?

T
-

-
W g,

Paul had genuine, unshakeable joy because he was first and foremost
surrendered to the Lord Jesus Christ. Next, he had joy becalsgpafrsistent
anticipation of being in the presence of Christ in the next life. Finally, he
attained joy through his selflesabour for othersHe rejoiced to see others
glory in ChristHe was blessed to see them develop spiritually. He was over
joyed to seehem become more and more like Jesus.

t I dzft Qa
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loved. His labour lead to abundant fruit and the abundant fruit gave Paul an

AYR2YAGI0ES 2280
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surrender to Christ, leads to abundant joy in this life and in the next.
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f)
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Discusstorn Point == Notos

How would it help us to endure struggles if the advancement of the

gospel was our highest priority?

How does the fact that we as believers look forwawddsurrection
help us to maintain joy in this life?

What are some earthly things which people may derive their joy from?

Why is this a bad idea?

How would a "total surrender" to Christ change the way we make major

life decisions? Discuss some practeamples.

Luke 14 makes it clear that in order to be a disciple of Christ, one must
be willing to renounce all that he has. Why do you think today's popular

understanding of the gospel tends to leave out Christ's high

expectations?

Paul longed for Heavemhere he could be with Christ. Do you think this
is the common attitude of Christians? What might cause believers to

increase their longing for Heaven?

Paul was willing to delay his entrance into Christ's presence if it meant
staying and labouring amorige Philippians in order to help them

become more like Christ. Are you labouring and sacrificing in order to

help someone in your life to become more like Christ? If not, who might
you be able to help?

(2-11)45
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For this v
Read the passages
necessary to complete
the questions in this
study.

Be sure to read the
quotes and other info
found in the margins
of this study.

Read all four chapters
of the book of

There are many ways in which we mayfeufWe can suffer physically,
emotionally, relationally, economically, etc. The key taimtaining joy while
suffering isy ensuring thatone of these things are the sourcealir joy.
Everything earthly is temporary, tainted by sin and slated for aiten
destruction.To make these our source of joy is to ensure that our joy is forever
unstable.

You and | can endure suffering in any area, when our joy is safely placed in those
things which are heavenly and eternal. Christ taught a related principle in
Matthew 6:1921.

Matthew 6:1921 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thievemtbreak in and

steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

If we determine that joy is found in financial success, fulfilling relationships, or

even physical health, we will be sorely disappointed. As wonderful as these

things ae, they are not true sources of joy. On the other hand, if we determine

to derive our joy from eternal, spiritual priorities, ourjoy€ai 06 S (2 dzOKSR
fAFTSQa OANDdzyaidl yoSao

To have real, untouchable joy, we must always have a heart and mind set on
heavenly things. In this way, we can maintain an eternal perspective even when
we are in the thick of earthly trouble. Paul encouraged the believers at Colosse
in this way.

Colossians 3:4 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that aneeab
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you alsppeifiravith him

in glory.

Have you ever wondered why those growing believers who have experienced

INBIFG adN¥z33tSa 2FGSy SYSNHS 6A0GK 3INBLF G
troublesti KS& OFYS (2 GKS Of SENINBIFtATFGAZ2Y |
to happiness. Oftentimes it is in the midst of suffering when we learn firsthand

gKFEG NBlIffe YIFIGOGSNERE® . & D2RQ& 3INI OS KSQ:
with the examples of innumerable saints, to help us learn these lessons long

before we ever haw to experience them ourselves. Where do you place your

joy?
V2t o

Philippiars.

Pay special attention
to Philippians 127-30
as it will be the basis
for the next study.

(2-11)-46
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Chapter 1:2730 E—
A Life Worthy of the Gospel The Philippians had an

awesome privilege. Thei

Philippians 1:2:80 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, church was founded by
so that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may heaudhgt you are the Apostle Paul. They
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the . .
. . . o _were continually under hi
gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to N
them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God itFas personal, spiritual care.
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him  wasa source of
but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had and

_ encouragement,
now hear that | still have.

protection, correction anc

s love to them.

The Philippians had an awesome privilege. Theirathwas founded by the
ApostlePaul. Tiey were continually under his personal, spiritual care. He was a
source of encouragement, protection, correction and lewehem. He was, in

all respects, a spiritual father to therut, ike all earthly fathers, the would

come a day when the Apostle would no longer play that direct role in their lives.

[Lad GAYS ¢S atg GKS !'1L2adtsS tIdz Qa LISNE2YLFf RAES

whether or not he would remain in this life, labouring for the spiritual growth of
others, orwhether he would depart from this world, and find himself in the
presence of Christ.

The Apostle made it clear that his personal desire was to be with Christ, yet he
understood that his continued ministry on earth was more needful for the
PhilippiansConinced of this, Paul was confident that God would deliver him
from his present distress and give him more time to labour among the churches.

584LAGS tI dZf Qa8 O2yFARSYOSz KS 683ty GKS OSNEB ySEI

instructions regarding how the Philigris were to behave whether he was
withthemornot.! LJ dzy G Af GKAA LIRAY(d Ay tldzZ Qa £t SGGSNE KS
biographical information he speaks of his love and care for the Philippians and
shares histtitude toward his own struggles. Now, in the d¢ert of this loving
relationship, he begins to instruct them regarding their behaviour.

72. According to verse 27, what did Paul expect regarding the behaviour of the
Philippians?

(2-11)47
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E——

Paul makes it clear that

the duty of the WhetherPaul was able to come to the Philippians or not, he expected that they

Philippians, and all would live livesvorthy of the gospel of Christ

believers, is to live a life Living Worthy

which properly reflects ) o ] ) )
Paul makes it clear that the duty of the Philippians, and all believers, is to live a

life which properly reflects the nature of the gospel. Their-tizgay lives were
- to be living illustrations of the reality and effectiveness of the gospel osChri

the nature of the gospel

-— ConverselyPaul is indicating there ismmanner of lifewhich isnot worthy of
the gospel.

The good news of Christ is newgminsformation Through the New Covenant,
God would put his Spirit within us and replace our sinful heart with a heart
engraveduponwith his LawJer 31; Eze 11Althoughsalvation through the

New Covenant is an inward, spiritual chantgiat does not mean that it does

not have an outward impaqt far from it. Paul states that men and women who
have been affected by the gosipof Christ have lives which are fundamentally
transformed 0 that, their entire manner of life becomes one which reflects the
power and reality of the gospel.

This is not the first time Paul has encouraged believers to live in a manner
worthy of ChristLook up the passages below and indicate what the life of one
living in a manner worthy of the gospel looks like.

73. Look up Ephesians 43l According to this passage, what does a lifestyle
worthy of salvation (our calling) look like?

74. Look up Colossians 119. According to verse 10, what are some
characteristic2 ¥ | fAFSaitetsS gKAOK A& aGo2NIKe

(2-11)-48
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———

75. Look up IThessalonians 4:@. According to this passage, what will be true A man or woman affecte

of one who is living a life which pleases God? by the gospel of Christ he

seen his entire life

transformed.

CNRY (KS&S LJaal3asSa Fft2yS> ¢S SNy GKFG |
Go2NIKe 2F (GKS [2NRET YR $gKAOK &L SF-aSa D2Ré I FF
ourselves (humility); towards others (gentlengpatience, bearing with one
another in love; eager to maintain unity); towards our purpose (bearing fruit;
increasing in knowledge of God); towards our bodies (abstaining from sexual
immorality, controlling our passions in order to pursue holiness) anctds

God (seeking to please Him).

A man affected by thgospel of Christ has seen his entire life transformed. His =
view of God, others and himself is changed so that it fundamentally alters, not -
only his attitudes and affections, but also his behavidw Paul said to the

CorinthiansTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has This transformation into the
passed away; behold, the new has cof@eCorinthians 5:1)7

image of Jesus is much more

t I dz2f Q&8 SELISOGI GA2y TF2NJ 6KS t KA A LILJIA |than achange of outward (j
properly displged a life affected by the transformimgork of the gospel of conduct; rather, it is a deep
Christ- whether or not he was with them. Anything short of this would be a life

) ) enetrating work of the Hol
unworthy of the gospel, and displeasing to God. P g Y

Spirit in the very core of our
o -

: — being, what the Bible calls
Point-<==

the heartn the center of

. . _our intellect, affections, and
I f you were to use the passeasgtessé whfi cwu eytuiie 11 vu'k e d

or not you were living a life worthy of the gospel, how would you do? Does  Will. It is what is sometimes
your attitude towards God, yourself and others properly reflect the transforming
nature of the gospel?

called o0a ch

i nside ou
If not, repent and ask God to help you have attitudes whiahe consistent with
the Christian life.

Jerry Bridges

(2-11)-49
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Paul knew how proud the
Philippians were of their
earthly citizenship. He knew
that they allowed it to affect
not only the laws of their city
but also their social customs
and the daily conduct of
their lives. How much more
then were they to be proud
of their citizenship in

heaven!

~

James Montgomery

(2-11)50

Although the New Testament has much to say about living a life worthy of
Christ, the Apostle Paul foees on three main aspects of such a life in our
passage. As we will see, believers who are living a lifewarftthe gospel of
Christstand together, strive together and suffer together

Standing Together

Philippians 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ,
so that whether | come and see you or am abseitnay hear of you that you
are standing firm in one spiritwith one mind striving side by side for the faith
of the gospel,

The city of Philippi was the scene of one of the most significant battles in Roman
history. In 42 B.C. Antony and Octavian defeated Brutus and Cassiuatilea b
which would see the Romaepublicbhecome the Romaempire Followinghe
conflict many army veterans settled in Philippi and the city itself was given
status as a Roman colony.

g GKS GAYS 2F t I dzZ Qa & NRGAY HaoughliK S Odzf (i «
Roman (a fact its citizens were very proud; @fcts 16:21) and the presence of

military men would have been a daily reality. It is no surprise then that in

encouraging the Philippians to walk worthy of the gospel, Paul used both terms

of citizenshipand soldieringd d £ SG @2 dzNJ YI YYSNI 2F f AFSE A
OAGAAESHIEYRAY I FANXYE A& | YATAGENER YSiGl LK

When Paul told the Philippians that he wanted to hear that they vetaading
firm in one spirit, he was encouraging them to predenunited, unwavering
front. One which would neither be broken by inward disunity nor frightened by
outward opposition.

76. Look up 2 Thessalonians 2:18 where Paul uses the same term. According
to@SNES mMpX K26 RAR tldzd 8K GKS ¢KSA3

Thetraditionsmentioned here were the teachings ofdtApostles (cf. Acts
2:42). In order for the Thessaloniatusstand firmthey were to remain faithful
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to all that the Apostles had taught them. It was to reject any temptation to alter [—
or deviate from apostolic teaching.

77. Look up Galatians 5:1. fthe GalA | ya s SNB G2 aadh yR TR RLpRnsweec,
they notdo? let their manner of life be

worthy of the gospel of

Christ they would have t

stand firm in what they

had been taught.

Similaly, Paul encouraged the Galatians to stay faithful to the gospel. They wert ==
to reject any temptation to swerve away from what the Apostles had taught
them or to return to their previous beliefs.

If the Philippians were to let themanner of life be wortty of the gospel of

Christthey would have to stand firm in what they had been taught. Just as it

g2dzf R 0S RA&AlFAGNRdzZA F2NJ I a2t RASNI G2 oNBIF ] Nryjla
it would be disastroufor the Philippians to become disunified in the dooé$

of the faith. Paul expected them to know what they believed and to stand for it

¢ with unwavering conviction. He said something similar to the Corinthians:

78. Write out1 Corinthians 16:13.

A life worthy of the gospel is a life of conviction and determination. It includes a
settled conviction regarding what weelieve and a determined commitment to
safeguard that truth. This however, is not something we do as individaald
encouraged the Philippians to stand firmone spirit.Just as soldiers would
present a united front, holding the line against oncomitigek, so the church is

to engage the world settled in whittbelieves, without dissension iits ranks.

This type of unity is not based upon popular opinion but upon the truths of

D2RQ& ¢2NRT Al A& y20 YIAYdlIAySR GKNRBdJdAK YSNB Kdzy
work of the Spirit of Go@:1213)d t | dzf ¢ 2 dzf R (itBefefore,aKS 9 LK SaAl yasz a
prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to

which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience,

bearing with oneanother in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peac& OAUIK
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God has provided
everything we need for
such a unity and so he
holds us accountable tc

living a life which reflect:
Ad X

-
-——
-
- e

If we are to be firm in the
faith, we must be well taught
in the Word, looking at
everything and judging
everything b
and standards.

John MacArthur

(2-11)52

Through the scriptures, we can know what we should believe and through the
Holy Spirit of God, we can maintain a sweet harmony around those trGib.
has proviled everything we need for such a unity and so he holds us
accountable to living a life which reflectgia life worthy of the gospel of

Heflectiory Point ==

Some people claim to be believers but have no real convictions about what
they believe. In fact, if askedhey could not really explain what the Apostles
taught at all. When people like this have their faith challenged, they are likely
to doubt and possibly defect. They are likely to live in a manngrworthy of

the gospel of Christ.

Are you settled in yourconviction that what the Apostles taught is true? Are
you determined to not waver from those truths? Could your faith withstand
challenges and attacks? If not, what can you do to strengthen your faith, so
that you canstand firn?

-
-
Sl

AR g

Paul adds to his dedption of the worthy lifeby encouraging the Philippians to
not only stand together, but to alsstrive together

Striving Together

Philippians 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ,
so that whether | come and see you or ambsent, | may hear of you that you
are standing firm in one spirjtwith one mind striving side by side for the faith
of the gospel,

When it comes to living the worthy Christian life, it is not enough togtestd
frmd 2SS KISy Qi o Sty sintplgandure KirdilN&us Chfisti K A &
NB 0 dzNy a © 2 @ith@ Rissiord/iofi fedtueTliéar and direct orders.

79. Look up Matthew 28:120. What are the three main aspects of the
commission which Jesus has left for his church?

t
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The church has a responsibility while it awaits the return of Christ. Its job is
spread the gospel throughout the world. This includes baptizing those who
believe and continuing to teach them all that Christ commanded. In short, it is Powerful to be kept withir
to makedisciplef Christ. the walls of our churches

The gospel is far too

God expects much mofeom believerghan that we simply know what we == _
believe and refuse to compromis€he gospel is far too powerful to be kept -

GAGKAY GKS gltta 2F 2dNJ OKdz2NDKSad D2RQa LIy TF2NJ

truth of the gospel to bear upon our world. It is throubglievers irthe church,
striving side ly sideto advance the gospel of Chrigtat God calls men and
women to himself and thus changes the wogldne soul at a tim¢1 Cor 1:21)

80. Look up Romans 10:41%. —

a. v13.Who can be saved?
A profound knowledge

should profoundly affect

oneds wal k.

understood that any
b. v14. What is the only way that they can believe? doctrine that isolates the

believer from the needs of

the world is not a spiritual

doctrine. Or put another

way, if our doctrine lifts us sc

c. v15. What must happen before preacheengreach? ,
high that our feet cannot

reach the ground, it is false.

. R. Kent Hu

confrontthe world with the gospel message. He expdttschurch to be

engaged in faithful, unified labour, striving together to bring the good news of

salvation to the lost and dyinghe Philippians, in large part, already knew this

and were engaged in@:3)p WSYSYOSNE t | dzZ SyO2dz2Ny 3SR GKSY o8&
want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to

advance the gospél O MY MH U @

(2-11)53
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Whether its battling
unbelievers, or false
teachers, the church mu
learn to defeat these
challenges to the gospe
by contending for the
faith.

E—

The New Testament
concepttd conterd(s
FEYAEALFN G2
readers. In brief, it mean:
to exert oneself without
distraction to attain a
goal. It means selfenial
to overcome obstacles, t
avoid perils, and if need |
to accept martyrdom.

Simon J. Kistmaker, New
Testament Commentaryames,
Epistles of John, Peter, and Ju
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determined to not waver from what we believe; and we must be committed to
spreadwhat we believe. But, even beyond these things, if we are to stoive
the faith of the gospel we must also knowvhywe believe what we believe and
have an ability to defend it. We must be willingdontendfor the faith.

Contending for the Faith

81. Lookup Jude 3. What did Jude find it necessary to appeal to his audience
to do? Why, according to verse 4, was it necessary?

The church has always faced attack. Some of these attacks come from without
and some of them come from within. The worldaatks by rejecting the truth

while others attack by perverting the truth. Whether its battling unbelievers, or
false teachers, the church must learn to defeat these challenges to the gospel by
contending for the faith.

The Philippians had their own chaltgs. Paul warned thendt.ook out for the

dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh.6 o Y H 0
In this case, it was froithose Jews who would teach that circumcision was
necessary for salvation and who would attempt to brirdjdvers back under

the restrictions of the law. If the Philippians were to strive side by side for the

faith of the gospel, they would have to learn to defend the pure gospel message
against such attacks. They would have to be so educated regardingithe tr

gospel that they would be able to dismantle every attempt at corrupting it.

Point ==

Are you able to labour alongside your fellow believers in defending the faith?
I f you received a knock on your door
other cult member, wold you be able to confront their twisting of scripture?

Are you able to answer questions posed by people at school or at work
regarding not only what you believe, but why you believe it?

f

r

(
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I f youdve answered onodé to theaselhibove, how can you
order to be able to come alongside your fellow believers in defense of the ——
gospel?

God has great purposes for

W-—’E the community of your

s

Paul not only encouragkthe Philippians tetrivebut to do itwith one mind church: to safeguard the

andside by side It was essential that they be unified in what they believed, gospel, to transform lives
because that same unity would have to hold as they engaged a hostile world
with the message of the gospel. They would have to be unified indtatiding
andstriving

and communities, to shine as

a beacon of hope to the
. . i . . L b ungonvgrted;Communvity ]
LY D2RQa RAGAYS ¢6AaR2YZ KScomugithThaf SR 0¥ < "N« ANDK 02
. . . that does this is
is, hehasmade believers dependent upon one anoth€&his mutually
encouraging relationship is essential, because the task which God has given udemonstrably supernatural.
sure to result in times of hardship, difficulty and even persecution. Knowing thiit is not community designed
God has given us oneanotherc to help, encourage, suppordnd protectone
another,aswellastobed y S I y Buidl&S TaIv@ a life worthy of the
gospel of Christ is to work hard to maintain this unity.

around the gospel plus some
other bond of similarity. It is

community that reveals the

' -
I - gospel.
Point ==
Most of us spend far more time in the world, among unbelievers than de in Mark Dever
the church or around believersThis is simply the sad reality of life in this world.
Even though our fellow believers arendt always by

knowingthat we have a group oflikemindedChristians encourage us to stand
strong or even work to advance the gospel while we live this life?

o
-
-

—
-
T g,

Having painted a picture of a church body which is unified in what it believes, is
committed to standing firm, and which is working side by side to proclaim and
defend the gospel, Paul offers gloal additionIf the Philippians were to be
unified instanding togetherand striving together then they would also be able

to suffer together.

Suffering Together

(2-11)55
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What we learn throughot
the New Testament is th:
suffering or difficulty in
the Christianife is not

rare or unexpected.

é for God gave us a spirit
not of fear but of power and
love and selfcontrol. 8
Therefore do not be
ashamed of the testimony
about our Lord, nor of me
his prisoner, but share in
suffering for the gospel by

the power of God,

2 Timothy-8:7

(2-11)56

Philippians 1:228 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so lhat whether | come and see you or am absent, | may hear of you
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for
the faith of the gospel28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents.
This is a clear sign to them oheir destruction, but of your salvation, and that
from God.

If the church were to be confident in what it believed, with a determination not
to waver, coupled with a zeal to evangelize the world and an ability to defend
the faith against all attackers, and do so alongside one another in unigyhen
they would have little susceptibility to fear.

¢KS ¢2NR dzia SR K BriNgS with & tNé ided ¥l loBd6 BcatteBidR £
after being startled. Paul is sayirigat with such a unified defense and cdpa
offense, you will not be easily shaken. This is the power of a unified church
which is striving together for the gospel.

Paul closes out chapter one and this passage on living the worthy life by offering
the Philippians some words of encouragemergagding suffering.

The Blessings of Suffering

As Paul describes thmanner of life worthy of the gospel of Chrishe
inevitably comes to the topic @uffering.What we learn throughout the New
Testament is that suffering or difficulty in the Christié@ is not rareor

dzy SELISOG SR Ly FF OGS 6S IINB (2ftR LI I AYf
an expected reality for every believer.

82. Look up 2 Timothy 3:12. What does the Bible say about those who desire to
live a godly life?

As difficult as suffering may be, it does come with some unmistakablermess
Consider thehree blessings of suffering which Paul offered to the Philippians.

1. TheirOpponents are Condemned.
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Philippians 1:28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. i

This is a clear sign to them of their destructiobut of your
sahation, and that from God.

First of all, Paul tells the Philippians that the fact that they are being
attacked or persecuted a clear sign that their opponents will face q
destruction.

The point here is not primarily that they will face destructlmtalsethey

are persecuting the church but that by opposing Christ, through

persecuting the church, these men are making plain their rebellion against
God. Their opposition to Christ and his work on earth reveals the true 1
nature of their depraved hearts andsequently, the fact that they will

one day face the judgment of God.

1
83. Look up 2 Thessalonians-1@.
a. According to verse 4, what did Paul boast about regarding the
believers in Thessalonica? T
1
b. v6. What does God consideijistto do?
)l
1

c. V7. When Christ returns, what will he grant to those who have been
suffering for his sake?

The Blessings of

Suffering

Suffering
Authenticates our

Faith

(1 Peter 1:67; Matt
13:2021; 2 Thess 1:5;
Acts 5:4)

Suffering Strengther

our Faith
(Rom 5:34; James 1:3)

Suffering Enables u

to Help Others
(2Cor 1:4)

Suffering Teaches u
to Lean on Others.
(Gal 6:22; Rom 15:1; 2
Cor 1:4)

Suffering Brings us
into Closer
Fellowship with

Christ.
(1 Pet 4:1213)

Suffering Weans &J
Off the World and
Causes us to Long f

Heaven.
(2 Cor 4:1617)

Suffering wilbe

rewarded
(Matt 5:11-12)

(2-11)57



Growth Trackg Through the Bible

[

t I dzf 0a Y$Sa d. v89. Describe the future of those who persecute the church in

Philippians and order to rebel against God.

Thessalonians is the san
When the world

persecutes genuine

believers, they are

revealing the true nature

of their depraved hearts thdzf Qa YSaar3as G2 (GKS tKAtALLALYyaA

== the world persecutes genuine believers, they are revealing the true
nature of their depraved harts. Their hatred toward Christ and
Christians is a very clear sign that they are rebels against God who will
one day face his just judgment.

The Philippians needed to understand that although they may feel at
times that they are the helpless victimsahateful world, they were
actually the ones condemning their opponents. Through their
faithfulness to Christ and their commitment to live a manner of life
worthy of the gospel, even while suffering, they were in fact exposing
their persecutors as unrepégnt rebels against God. They were making
it clear that God would be perfectly justified in one day pouring out his
unmitigated wrath upon them.

a%cfdoﬂ/' Point ==

The fact that our faithfulness in the midst of sufferimgndemns our
opponents should encourage us to matain a right attitude while we
experience suffering. If God finds it a matter of justice to judge those
who persecute us, then we have no place in taking matters into our
own hands. We should endure difficulties with grace while trusting
that God will exeate justice however and whenever he deems
appropriate.| this your attitude? Or, do you harbour bitterness and
unforgiveness while looking for ways to make others pay for their
offenses?

(2-11)58



PhilippiangGT2-11)

-
==
-
R g

X persecution both
Atfter telling the Philippians that their faithfulness in livimgjfe worthy
of the gospel would condemn their opponents, he mentions another
blessing of suffering their faith would be authenticated. - =_

condemns and ctliies.

2. TheirFaith is Authenticated.

Philippians 1:2&29 and not frightened in anything by your
opponents. This is a cleasign to them of their destructionbut of
your salvation, and that from Godror it has been granted to you
that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but
also suffer for his sake,

- -

Through suffering and persecution, multiple thinggcbme clearOn one -—

hand, it exposes the persecutors as rebels against(@ede is no hiding or

SEOdzaAy 3 2V S Qa NBoOSft ¢ AéZAyS/ 36 K KYNAUKUS E‘F'ée}é"e"rat');tﬁgcvz‘ra“tﬁ;t af e
people); o the other handit reveals who the true children of God are (by

remaning faithful to Christ through trouble, their faith proves to be
genuine). In this way, persecution both condemns and clarifies. greater than his master.' If

said to you: 'A servant is not

they persecuted me, they wil

84. Look up John 15:121.
also persecute you. If they

a. v18. What comfort does Christ give us when we face the hatred of kept my word, they will also
the world? keep yours.

Jesus

(John 15:20)

b. v19. According to Jesushy does the world hate his disciples?

(2-11)59
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The world hates Chrisins

because they represent

and reflect Christ and hi
authority.

Rejetence poinT

X and when they had
called in the apostles, the
beat them and charged
them not to speak in the
name of Jesus, and let
them go.Then they left
the presence of the
council, rejoicig that they
were counted worthy to
suffer dishonor for the
name.And every day, in
the temple and from
house to house, they di
not cease teaching anc
preaching Jesus as the
Christ.

Acts 5:402

1

(2-11)60
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experience suffering?

d. v21. Why does the world persecute believers?

The world hates Christians because they represent and reflect Christ

and his authority. Whewmwe suffer for his sake, it becomes clear that we

belong to him. It is for this reason that the Apostles in Acts 5 could

NB 2 ahat@®y weere counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the

name¢ 6! OGa pYnmod . @& &dzZFFSNRAY3I F2NJ / f
hated Christ, they were identified with Christ. There are few greater

proofs of our relationship witdesughan the fact thatthe world treats

us the very same watreated him.

It is simply a matter of genuine salvation that those who follow Christ
will suffer for his sake.

85. According to Philippians 1:29, whab things havebeengrantedto
us?
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The word forgrantedhere is related to the wordrace The early (—
believers saw suffering for Christaprivilege given to them by the
grace of God. Why? Because it served as clear evidence that God had God has designed the fai
counted them worthy to be idetified with him.Paul goes so far as to .
c s P A .+ _ . _tabelived outandhe
alée UKFUO adzZFFSNAY3I FT2NJ/ KNRauQa al1S Aa |
gift of faith! desires one generation
after the next to look to
Like the Philippians, when we endure the persecution of our opponents
we expose their rebellious hearts, reveal thadmature of our faith,
and enjoy the reality that God is active in giving us his graeem@dke it

clear that we possesssalvation, and that from God. them for encouragement

' the example of men anc

women who came befort

-

Consider next that when we live a life worthy of the gospel, even in the -
midst of suffering, our fedwship with godly believers is deepened.

3. TheirFellowship with Godly Believers is Deepened.

Philippians 1:3@ngaged in the same conflict that you saw | had
and now hear that | still have.

Here Paul encourages the Philippians by reminding them that viiegn
adzZFFSNBR F2NJ/ KNR&ailiQa al 1S GKSe gSNB Ay FI Oi
he suffered. In other words, they were in good company.

¢KS TFIOG Aaz 6KSY 68 adzZFTSNI F2NJ / KNR&adGQa ab18s

Christ himself but also with a long linégndly menand women who have
suffered for Christ throughout the ages. It is for the purpose of this type of
encouragement that the scriptures are not only a source of theology, but

also biography. God has designed the faith tdited outand hedesires 1. Their Opponents are

one generation after the next to look to the example of men and women Condemned.
who came before thenfor encouragement. 2. Their Faith is
Authenticated.

In verse 27 of our passage, the Apostle Paul used a special word to describe

(KS s2NIKe fATSO Ly &l &Ayhgatrdi & 2NPe¥ Feloprdinys 5
GKAOK fAGSNIfte YSIya doSKFGS a OxCRAySghaversys |

because it is one with which the Philippians would have easily retatsd Deepened.

proud Roman citizens. But, he was also using it to reflect a greater truth. In
chapter 3 and vese 20 of Philippians, Paul would remind ®Pleilippians - =
oBut our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we awa8avior, the Lord

AATFO

WSadza / KNRAabGéd IS g1 yidSR (KScifizeds2 dzy RSNBGIF YR GKF
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Xfew things are more
encouraging, while
suffering for our faith,
than to know that other
men and women have
experienced the very

same things and have
remained faithful to God

I

A Life Worthy of the
Gospel

1. Standing Firm
2. Striving Side by Side

3. Sufering Graciously

(2-11)-62

of a heavenly city and that as such, they shdadtlave themselves as
worthy citizens.

This sense of belonging to a heavenly city and looking forward to its coming
ought to be the attitude of every believer as they live life in this world. It
provides for us, not only encouragement that this worldae$ our home,

but also that whatever we endure, we do so along with a host of fellow
citizens.

86.Look up Hebrews 11:20. After listing a seriesmxamples of men who
lived lives of faith, the writer of Hebrews cites Abraham. According to
verses 910, howwas it that Abraham could live in this world with no set
home?

87. According to verse 13, what did these men and women of faith
acknowledge about their relationship to this world?

88. According to verses 46, what is clear about those who speak this
way?

Hebrews 11 features a long listlofief biographical sketches. God worked
through these men and women and recorded their faithful lives in order to
provide a source of encouragement for all thageo would follow. Why?
Because few things are more encouraging, while suffering for our faith,
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than to know that other men and women have experienced the very same W POINT
things and have remained faithful to God.

. ] Consider takin
89. Look up Hebrews 1221 In this passage, ¢hwriter of Hebrews shows l earned about

us how we should respond to the previous list of faithful men and women manner of life worthy of the

who endured hardship for the sake of the faith. Summarize it. gospel of Chri
incorporating it into your
prayer life.

9 Pray for wisdom and
courage to 0

oDear Lord,
better understand your
word and what | should
believe. Help me then to

o I . have conviction about it
Paul knew that the realization that the Philippians wergjaged in the with a determination not

same conflictas they sawn him, would be a source of encouragement for to waver or compromised
them. To know that they were being tested and tried, just as the Apostles o matter what pressures |

were, would give them both a confidence in the reality of their salvation face. 0
and a sense of privilege that God would display his gradeeim tjust as he
did in men like Paul. T Pray that you could be

active in striving side by
side with your fellow

To summarize, the life worthy of the gospel isransformedlife which islived believers in achancing the

with conviction about what we believe. This conviction then overflows into a gospel.

mutual striving for the faith of the gospel which includesh sharing and >Dear Father
defending the gospel. Then, the worthy life stands strong in the face of the me to find my place in
persecution which will inevitably comdt sees suffering for Christ as a work of laboring alongside my
D2RQ& 3ANI OS sKSNBoeé& NBoSta | NB SELR aGIRw-beligvis irpseing ¥ |
rejoices in knowing that we are in good company, suffering alongside other men YoU- Help me to be bold

and women of faith and confident in sharing

o - my faith wit!/

POIﬂt == 9 Pray that you could have a

healthy understanding of
the role of suffering in

Has your life been transformed? Do you know what you believe? Are you your life

striving to advance the gospel? Are you living in unity with your fellow
believers? Do ya handle suffering graciously? Consider what you might have ocbDear Lord,
to change in order to be able to ans\psdhelymeipbes o
strong and to understand
your purposes behind my
= struggles. When | am
- suffering, help me to trust
you more. o

(2-11)63
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For this v

Read the passages
necessary to complete
the questions in this
study.

Be sure to read the
quotes and other info
found in the margins
of this study.

Read all four chapters
of the book of
Philippians.

Pay special attention
to Philippians2:1-4 as
it will be the basis for
the next study.
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There are plenty of people who claim to be Christians, yet few whose manner of
life actually reflects that claim. The scriptgrdo not allow room for such

hypocrisy. Paul and the other New Testament writers made it abundantly clear
that in our lives as disciples, there is to not only be a clean break from our
former lives but also a clear distinction between our lives and théske

world. God expects our dap-day lives to reflect the radical, spiritual
transformation which took place when we believed.

Sadly, gen within churches we see an apathy regarding truth and an aversion
to dogmatism; a lack of tenderness towards onetier with a failure to put

aside bitterness and unforgiveness; an indifference towards evangelism; and an
inability to understand the role of suffering in the lives of believers. These
FlLAfdNBa RANBOGEf & 02y i NI RAs@,strive dnd Q &
suffertogether. Theybetray our claim of being transformed by the grace of God.

SEK:

[A1S tldAfz L f2y3 G2 aSS D2RQa LIS2LX S S
believe; commit to living in unity with each other; become mobilized in reaching

the world; and develop a deep understanding of the divine purposes behind

their struggles. | believe that when these things happen, the church becomes
dzyadG2LIJ of ST a2 (K Ibis] dofifrigiddngll inar§thidghtgzt & & I |
OAGase 2LIRYySyidaé o

How doyou relate to the word of God? Do you read and study with a
determination toknowwhat you believe with conviction? What is your
relationship with your fellow believers? Are you committed to maintaining

unity? How about your relationship to the world? Areu burdened for the
salvation of others? Do you actively share the faith with unbelievers? And lastly,
what is your attitude towards suffering? Do you trust God in times of trouble,
understanding the good purposes whikle accompliskes through then? Each

of these are integral to a manner of life worthy of the gospel of Christ.

V24 [



d)

f)

9)

h)

)

PhilippiangGT2-11)

Discusssorr Point = Nots

What aspects of your life clearly display the grace of God? How have you

been transformed?

Since you were saved, how has your attitude towards God changed?

Since you wee saved, how has your attitude towards other believers
changed?

Since you were saved, how has your attitude in regards to your purpose
changed?

How do you think disunity within the church can negatively affect its ability

to reach the world with the gqmel?

Our culture seems to celebrate doubt and uncertainty while rejecting the
notion of absolute truth. Why is it important for us as Christians to reject

this trend and to be sure about what we believe?

Has there ever been a time when you've been cimgiéel about what you
believe and you found yourself struggling to give an answer? Discuss this

situation. What could you do to be better prepared for the next time?

Give a personal example of a time when you worked with fellow believers
to advance the gosy. In what ways was it encouraging to have others

alongside of you?

Discuss how suffering or persecution has helped strengthen your faith.

Who do you look to as an example of a godly man or woman? How has

their example helped you?

(2-11)-65
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Chapter2:1-18 E————

L . Paul did not know if he
The Riority of Unity, Part 1 would see the Philippian

again but one thing he di
Philippians 2:47 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from  know if they were to
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my
joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in fulldaandrof
one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more COMmunity in his absenc
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, they would have to learr
but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is
yours h Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the ':.;:;'.;
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of Xen '

thrive as a Godhonouring

to live together inunity.

In out last study we saw the Apostle Paul begimstruct the Philippian believers

in whatit was to live dife worthy of the gospelv27). He encouraged the church

G2 adGFyR FTANY Ay (GKS 11LRaidtSQa R20GNAYyS> (2 &aiNKC(L
and to be prepared to suffer persecution withoutfeaf. | I £ € 2 F t | dzZf Qa Ay ad NHzOG A 2y
there was a heavy emphasis on the fact that the church was to do all of these

things inunity. Paul understood that if the church were to successfully endure in

striving for the faith of the gospel, they would have to do it watte mind, and

side by side He also knew that if they were to succeed in standing firm, they

would have to do itn one spirit Sharing conviction and striving together would

then embolden the churcto face their opponents withoutear.

Paul did not knw if he would see the Philippians again but one thing he did know
¢ if theywere tothrive as a Godhonouring communityn his absencghey would
have to learn to live together imity. For this reasorRaul continues his emphasis
on church unitynto chaptertwo. He showshe Philippians what ought to be their
motivation for unity and the character they would need in order to maintain such
unity. We will follow this outline for the remainder of our study.

Motivations Toward Unity
1.The Blessings of Saltron

In chapter one, we learned that Paul had deep affection for the Philippian church.
Upon thinking of them, he was overcome with joy and driven to thankfulness (1:3

4-67
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RofetencepOINT

Only let your manner of
life be worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so tha
whether | come and s
you or am absent, | ma
hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spiri
with one mind striving sic
by side for the faith of thi
gospel,

Philippians 1:2

| appeal to you, brothers
by the name of our Lorc
Jesus Christ, that all of y
agree, ad that there be
no divisions among you
but that you be united in
the same mind and the
same judgment.

~

1 Corinthians 1

(2-11)-68

4). Paul felt it was appropriate for him to feel this way because of their love
towards him and their diligent labour alongside of hiin7). He loved them, and

it showed. His letter to the church may be the most tender of all his epistles;
featuring barely a word of rebuke or correction.

Yet, Paul understood thahere were common forcesarrayed against every
church which even the community in Philippi would have to contend with and
protect againstPerhaps the moslboming of which wasthe threat of internal

disunity.

The enemy knows that if he can sow discord among believers, a church is
rendered powerless and ineffective. If the community of believers does not first
have a strong mutual bond of loving unity within their church, they cannot be
effective in reaching others outside the churdtheir testimony islamagedand

their power islost (cf. John 13:35For this reasonPauldevotes a significant
portion ofthis Philippiaretter to encouraginghe churchto pursue and maintain

unity.

Unfortunately, Paul was not merely motivated by the distant possibiligt
discord might creepnio the Philippian church, but by the fact that cracks had
alreadybegun toform in their defenses.

90. Look upPhp 4:13. Why do you think it was necessary for Paul to writethis

The wordentreat A Yy

0KA A
Apparently Euodia and Syntyche were disagreeing to a degnésh threatened
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the harmony and testimony of the entire church. This type of disunity rarely
remains contained, but spreads until it embroils many others in the conflict (1 Cor

5:6).

To add to the volatility of the situatignhese womenseem tohave bea welk
known servants within the church. Their names were immediately recognizable
by the churchas those who had laboured alongside Paul and his feNovkers.
Their prominence meant that theipersonal disagreements could have easily
escalated intadhe development otthurchwide factions (1 Cor 1:113).Knowing

the danger, Paul not only calls the women to reconcile but asks a chief elder to

help these womefind unity.
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Heflectiory Point ==
Endeavoring to maintain t

Have you ever witnessed the spread o fPrgaungypia;
beenpressuredt o o0t ake sidesd or youdve h eengregatipriseasiydhs

towards others. What are some things that we can do to stop such disunity  most pressing, difficult, a

from spreading? How can we be a positive influence in maintaining unity in constant chignge for its

such cases?
leaders.

Paul would not stand idly bgnd watch his beloved church fall prey to the ‘JOhn MaCArth‘
devastating effects of disunity, so he takes preemptive action and, in verse one
of chapter two, offers them a fourfolahotivationto unity.

91. Philippians 2:1. List the four motivations for unity which Pawdgin this
GSNESD® o[ 221 FT2N aryeéo

By using the@hrased ih@reisany = t | dzf ¢l & y20 adZaA3SaGAy3 GKSNB g1 2

that the Philippians had experienced these thilgsg was employing a form of

understatement in order to evoke a positive respn® ! L2y NBIF RAYy 3 t | df Q&
appeal, the Philippians would immediately agree, not only that theses

encouragement in Christ, comfort from love, participation in the Spirit and,

affection and sympathy, but that these things existed in abundance! They had

certainly experienced all of these things andreéncredibly thankful for them.

Paulpromptsthem to think ontheseblessings of salvatioand appeals to their

thankfulness in order to encourage them to pursue unity.

[ SGQa& O2yaAi RS NbleSsingsf salafion and Saiv SheyFoRagieNd
move us toward unity.
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RejetencepoINT

"If you love me, you will
keep my commandment:
And | will ask the Fathel
and he will give you
another Helper, to be wit
you forever, even the
Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive,
because it neher sees
him nor knows him. Yot
know him, for he dwells
with you and will be in
you.

Jesus
(John 141Y5

The encouragement in Ct
is the support Jesus gav:
his followers to live togett

in love.

James Montc

(2-11)70

If There Is Any Encouragement in Christ

Philippians 2:1 Si there is any encouragement in Chrishiny comfort
from love, any patrticipation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,

The word tt YAt I SR aSyO02dzNI 3SYSy i écomoB NE O vy
consolation or exhortation. Paul is appealing to the fact that the Philippians
Orf2y3 6AGK SOSNE 2G0KSNJ 0St ASOHSNL oSNB
encouragementHe would like then to conclude that since they were continually
experiencing the encouragement and help which Christ gives, they should
respond in obedience by pursuing the unity which Christ desired.

92.Look up John 14:181in order to see just how Christ is our continual
source of encouragement.

a. vi5. If we love Christ, what will we do?

b. v16. What would Jesus ask the Father to give to those who love him?

¢
N
(s}
et V4

C. vVirT® 2 K2 A& (GKAAa al St LISNEK 2 KSNB

d. v18. Who did Jesus say would come to us?

e. v20. Who did Jesus say would be in us?

f. v21. Who loves Christ? How does the Father respond? How does the
Son respond?
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In this passage, Jesus Christ promised that those who love him would receive §grg those who have felt
Holy Spirit of Go@nd that it would be through the presence of the Holy Spirit
that Christ himself would come to dweliithin them. How would the believer
0SYSTAG TNRY / KNRAAGQa LINBasSyoOosk ! 00dRiRaspepdsiybenig s Ny
those who love him. That is, he would console, comfort, advocate for and eveprayed 'that they may all
intercede on behalf of the believer.

benediction of His breath

one; even as Thou, Fath

Every believer has the Holpi8t of God dwelling inside of him and therefore  artin Me and I in Thee,’
continually benefits from the comfort, consolatipand encouragement of the  cannot but do what is in th
Lord Jesus Christ himself (1 Cor 3:16; 6:19; Eph2Z2P1Paul, in writing to the
Philippians appeals to this reality prompt them to respondn thankfulness by
pursuing unity with one another. Thankfulness however was not the only
response Paul was looking for. As we will see, he was also appealing to their sengealisaion of their Lord's

of obedience purpose in it, 'that the wo

to fulfil that prayer, and t

bring a little nearer the

Unity as Obedience may believe that Thou dic

send Me.'
Look at the passages beldavsee howunity can be seen as a matter of
obedienceo Christ.

~

93.Look again at John 14:21. Jesus promised that he wuoaldfesthimself to Alexander I\‘
us as our helper an@ncouragey but he placed a condition upon the
promise. The condition wdsvefor Christ. What woul be the evidence that
one loved him?

94.John 13:3435. What is the commandment that Christ gave to his followers?
What would obedience to this commandment show?

(2-11)71
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Jesus Christ said that h
would dwell within every
believer and serve as ai
everpresent source of
comfort and

encouragement to them

(2-11)72

Jesus Christ promised to dwell in those who love him. The evidence that one

loves him is obedience to his commands. The greatest commandment Christ has

given is that we would love one anothétohn 15:12)We can conclude that

/| KNAaGQa LINRPYAAS 2F SyO2dzN» 3SYSyid Aa ¥F2

95. Look upJohn 17:1723.

a. According to verse 21, what did Christ desire for all those who
believed in him?

b. ! OO2NRAY3 (2 @OSNBS HM YR HoOoZ @gKI
the onenes®r unity of believers

b23iA0S GKIFG GKS fFy3dd 3IS KSNBE Ay OSNESa
already seen in John 13. In John 13:35, Jesus said that our love for one another
would be evidence that we are his disciples. Here in John 17, he says that our
oneness or unity would be evidence that God sent him to earth. The language is

similar because lovand unity are inseparabld.oving unity among believers

serves as evidence that Christ is the Son of God who came to earth and changed

the lives of those who believe in him. Loving unity is evidence that Christ is living

inside of his disciples as an ey@esent encouragement.

By appealing to thecontinual encouragement which the Philippiansere
receivingthrough the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul was calling them to remember
/ KN a G Qa&nd thisl@oivdikiénsS of that promise. If they would not pursue
mutual love and unity, they would find themselves in the shameful position of
benefiting from the help, comfort and encouragement promised to those who
love Christ, while failingp walk in that love. They would prove to be ingrates.

The Philippians however, wenot ingrates. Paul knew that such an appeal would
touch the tender hearts of this church and that they would be moved to a greater
depth of love ando a greater degree of unity (1:9).
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Heflectior Point = =

Have you experienced oO0encour ayglame nt Plaurllhopce?]tpeiseSS\{veg?

you benefitted from Christds pr esencereCP”ﬁCtio)'/qsoOLﬂPe i f

Spirit of God? Consider the fact that God would like you to respond to these ~ supernatural in their live:
blessings by pursuing love and unity among your fellow believersur would move them to do w

response is not simly a matter of thankfulness, but obedience. was necessary to ensure

=X unity and mutuality.

After prompting the Philippians to consider the encouragement they have

received from Christ, he continues to build his case for church unity by directing R . Ke nt H|
their attention to the comfort they have received frothe love of God. Look up

the passages below to learn just how God has loved us.

If There Is Any Comfortfrom Love
Philippians 2:1 So if there is any encouragement in Chasly comfort

from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympgt

96. Ephesians 2:4. According to verse 5, what state were we in when God
loved us and showed us mercy?

97.1 John 3t-2. Godhas chosen to love us. What does he now c&l us

98.John 17:223. According to the end of verse 23, to what degree has God
loved us?

(2-11)73
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True love is selfless ant

sacrificial. It puts others
first and is willig to

sacrifice its own desires

for the sake of others.

Rejehence pOINT

Blessed be the God an
Father of our Lord Jesu
Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all
comfort,
who comforts us in all oL
affliction, so that we may
be able to comfort those
who are h any affliction,
with the comfort with
which we ourselves are
comforted by God.
For as we share
abundantly in Christ's
sufferings, so through
Christ we share
abundantly in comfort toc

2 Corinthians3a.:

(2-11)74

99.Look up 1 John 4:80 and 19 and answer the questions below.

a. How is God described in 1 John 4:8?

b. According to 1 John 4:9, how did God show (manifest) his love for us?

c. According to 1 Jah4:10, and 19 who loved first, us or Gddow did
he show his love?

In these passages we learn that God loved us while we were si(i@n2:47).

In his love, he sent his own Son to die for our sins so that we could become his
children(1 John 3:22), and that as his children, he loves us with the very same
love which he shows to his Son, the Lord Jesus Qhoish 17:223).

Much of wrat people calloveis not actually love at all. Some people claim to

love while in reality, they are only committed to their relationships insofar as the
NBflFGA2yaKALA o0SYSTAG (KS Yelishang se (i K S NJ
centered.Yet, tue loveis selfless and sacrificial. It puts others first and is willing

to sacrifice its own desires for the sake of others.

We can take great comfort in knowing that it is with this type of love which God
loves us.He loved us while we were spiritually deadeWould contribute
nothing to our salvation. Then, he took us all the way from death to adoption.
He made us his children. And, as his children, he chose to love us to the same
degree to which he loves his son, the Lord Jesus Christ. All of this he
accompished through great personal sactrifice. This is true love, iand
incredibly comforting.
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. . . . . God has not only counted
2
Can you sometimes be guilty of loving others with a selfish love? Stop and Chr i st dnsfor sirag ifit

think about your closest relationships. Are you in them for what you aget was ours, but he has also

from the other person? Or are yowvilling to selflessly sacrifice for them? counted Chri st
as if it were ours. On that
basis, he now treats us with

Point-<==

”5:’;;_.' the same love and privilege
- with which he treats his own
There is another type of love which falls short of true love and thaanslitional son.

love Closely related to the selfish love mentioned above, this type of love only _

. . . . Through faith, we are
lovesif certain canditions are metby others This type of love can never offer . . . .

. A o oA P 5 A A eA . intimately united to Christ,

comfort or securityd SOF dzaS AU Aa RSLISYRSYU dzZLIZ ¥ 1t YIS R hiskdS NJF 2
you fail to meet the condition? What if you no longer measure up? It leaves uspecomes ours. We are
forever questioning whether ornotwewtf f ©6S f 2 3SR ® D2 R Q justifiedd @i§iverhofiall ofir2 (i
¢tKS O02YT2NI FNRY D2RQA t208S C)ZYSéSin?deMmeﬂem_alﬁKS Tl
unconditionally He loved us while we were sinners and he continues to love us PUnishment we rightfully

. deserve and credited with the
even though we continue to fall short. . )
full righteousness of Christ

R . himself, such that we can
P O | nt == stand confidently before our
holy God. Blessed be God
indeed! & MacArthur, John;
Mayhue, Richard. Biblical

When others let you down, deénd you or fail to meet your expectations, do Doctrine (p. 624). Crossway

you sometimes withhold love? Have you ever abandoned a relationship
because the other person failed t o [hpessentalitoghehgaptof |

the same love to others that God has shown to you! the gospel to insist that God
declares us to be just or

e righteous not on the basis of

- our actual condition of

. o | L L . righteousness or holiness, but
NotonlyisD2 RQa f 20S y2u Qé&fgrRancehb iygods welklJ2 ¥ 3 21deNJ on t he
beyond anything we could ever hope to deserve. His logeasiousin that he perfect righteousness, which
has chosen to love uss if wewere his own children. He loves us to the same e thinks of as belonging to
degreeto which he loves his owrSon, Jesus ChiisThis is true love and an  US-8 Grudem, Wayne.

. . Systematic Theology (p. 727).

awesome comfort. As saved sinners, we are constantly confronted with the ;. 1onan.
reality that we still grapple with sin and rebellioi.is easy, irthe shame and
disappointment which follows our failure® begin tothink that God could not
stillloveus¢ KA a (&8L)S 2F R2dzol0 F2NBSGA GKIG D2RQa f2¢9S
graciougsee 1 John 1:80). It is a tremendous comfort knowing that even in the
midst of our shortcomings, God loves us, notves deservebut as Christ

deserves!

(2-11)75
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Beloved, if God so love!
us, we also ought to low
one another.

1 John 4:11

Q L

Various texts emphasizing
the persistence and power
of divine love also support
the doctrine of
perseverance. One such
testimony is
statement in Romans 8:31
39, culminating in verse 38
and 39: OFor
that neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord. 6 Th
points to the continued
work of God in the life of
the believer. Christ does not
simply give us eternal life
and then abandon us to our
human selfefforts. o
Erickson Millard. Christian
Theology (p.916. Baker
Academic

(2-11)-76

d%cﬂoﬂ/' Point ==

True love is a commitment to treat others far beyond what they actually
deserve. Have you ever justified withholding love or care from others because
they didndt deserve it? I f so,
love which God has shown to you!

youdve f

T
-
-

-
-
W g,

25Q@S tSINYSR GKIG D2RQa t2@S (261 NRa
because it iselfless, unconditionadndgracious What could make this comfort
SPSy a6SSGESNK ¢KS dheodditiond &b gracibuoReQsi
alsoeternal.

asSt Tt

100.Look up Romans 8:28.

a. Whocan separate us from the love of God?

b. Whatcan separate us from the love of God?

In aworld where what wecalla f 2 @ S €islodl itNSSah @nspeakable privilege

to be loved by GodBecause his love toward us is unconditional and eternal, it
brings us comfort and security. This security produces in us a confidence which
enables us to low others without fear. What if they hurt us? What if thmject

our love? What if theydo not reciprocateour love? These questions can often
prevent us from becoming vulnerable before othetlsey cause us to become
defensive and sometimes hattearted.. dzi O2y FARSYy O0OS Ay
emboldens us to bear the potential hurts that loving others might bring. Even if
they hurt us, we are safe and secure in our relationship with God.

CKAY1AYy3 2y (GKS ylFddz2NE 2F D2RQé&and 23S ({2
security (2 Thess 2:1%7); it should become a dominant and controlling factor in

our lives (2 Cor 5:134); It should overwhelm us with gratitudand encourage

us to show this same love to others (1 John 4:11).

D2 R
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Heflecttory Point = ==

When you believed in thi

Have you been hurt or disappointedby those who claimed to love you? Did Lord Jesus Christ as yo!
their love turn out to be conditional, selfish, or temporary? How can thinking  sayiour and Lord, God

on Godds | ove for you help you to d
the hands of others?

and in so doing, joined

-
-
W g,

other belever.

In our passage in Philippians, Padrisouraging the believers at Philippi to dwell

in unity. He calls them to think about the encouragement they have receive——— ===
through the Lord Jesus Christ and the comfort tiheye received fronD 2 R Q a

love. Theencouragementn Christshould prompt them taunity because Christ

has promised such encouragement to those who obey him (and loving unity

among believers is his command). Toenfort from loveshould prompt them to

unity because God has asked us to show the same love to others that he has

shown to uq1 John 4:11)n both cases, Paul wanted the Philippians to consider

the blessings they had received through salvation and then be motivated to love

one another out of gratitudend obediencéowards God.

'a AT t I dzf oaa yadda S (M\Zeeiadhyiesiddligpians 2:1
by asking the church to consider thearticipation in the Spirit.

If There Is Any Participation in the Spirit

Philippians 2:1 So if there is any encouragement in Cheasy comfort
from love,any participation in theSpirit any affection a sympathy,

When Paul encourages the church to live in unity, he is not asking them to do
something which they cannot do, nor is he asking them to do something solely by
their own efforts. He isimplyasking them tdive outpractically what God had
already done inside of them spiritually.

101.Look up 1 Corinthians 12:411.

a. Paul compares the church to a body. Just like a body is made up of
many parts, so is the church. According to verse 13, who is
responsible for placing all of ugiire ¢ 2y S 062 Reé ¢ K

(2-11)77
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<= you together with every
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By sending the Holy Spil
to dwell within believers,
God not onlyincluded us
in this trinitarian
fellowship, but he also

joined us to one another

.. a certain kind of unity at
a certain kind of diversity
necessary for the health o
church. Without the unity,
unity of relationship to Chi
through the work of God
Spirit, there is no church
all. We are still in oums.
On the other hand, witho
diversity the church cannc
healthy and will certainly r
function properly, any mc
than a body without arms

legs.

James Montc¢

(2-11)-78

b. Look at verse 13. What four types of people are mentioned in verse
132

t I dzf Qa LRAY(G Aa GKIG GKS OKdzZNOK Aa Yl R
becomeoneby the Holy Spirit of God. When you believed in the Lord Jesus Christ

as your Saviour and Lord, God gave ks Holy Spirit and in so doing, joined you

together with every other believer. You and every other Christian share the same

Spirit and have become members of the same spiritual family (EpR12)18

102.Look up John 17:2P3 and answer the questions below

a. v20-21. What did Jesus ask God the Father regarding those who
would believe?

b. v22. What did Jesus give to those who believe, so that toeyd
be one?

c. v22. Jesus compared the unity which he desired to see among
believers with another example of unity. What was it?

d. v23. What would be the result of this unity among believers?
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believers.He longed to see his followers enjoy the same unity and fehdipy Paul hoped these swee

which he enjoyed with the Father and Spirit. He prayed, askingakieer to send recollections of the

the Spirit of Godo dwellwithin all believers; so that they could be included in
the spiritual unity which existed within the Trinityhis is exactly what God did (1
Cor 12:1113)

supernatural in their live:
would move them to do w
was necessary to ensure
By sending the Holy Spirit to dwell within believers, God not muaded us in
this trinitarian fellowship,but he also joined uto one another. We now share
the very same spiritual nature and have become joined to the same spiritual

famiy GordoreP

CKAA ALIANRGdzZ £ NBFEAGE KFa NBIFIEZ LINF vunui v AYLEAO
simply that of believers living together love, as a practical outworking of what
God has done in us spiritually.

unity and mutuality.

Consider the following exhortations and commas which God has given to the

community of believers. He tells us, tové one another (Rom. 12: 1ap outdo

one another in showing honor (Rom.:18), to be of the same mind with one

another (Rom. 146), to not judge one another (Rom. 1), to build up one

another (Rom. 14.9); to accept one another (Rom. 15; to instruct one another

(Rom. 1514); to srve one another (Gal..53); to put up with one another (Eph. I—
4.2); to be subject to one another (Eph:2); to forgive one another (Eph:3R);

to think of one another more significantly thaarselveqPhil. 23); to not lie to

one another (Col. :8); to admonish one another (Col.:16), to comfort one to consider their
another (1 Thess.:28), to encourage one another (1 Thesslb); to live in peace  participation in the Spirit
with one anoher (1 Thess.:%3), to dimulate one another to love (Heb. 1),

to pray for one another (Jamesl®), to confess our sins to one another (James
5:16); to be hospitable to one another (1 Pet9; to srve one another (1 Pet. {0 remember that God he
4:10); and to have fellowsip with one another (1 John2). already joined them

When Paul asks believe

he is simply asking then

All of the above are expressions of spiritual Idlieey are produced by the Spirit t09ether in spiritual unity
of God which is inside of us. When we give or receive this type of love, we ar@and that they now have

enjoyingour participation in the Spirit . a responsibility tdive it

out.
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Puton then, as God's
chosen ones, holy and

beloved, compassionate

hearts, kindness, humilit
meekness, and patience

~

Colossians 3:1

(2-11)-80

d%cﬂoﬂ/' Point ==

In what wayshave you been blessed by the spiritual fellowship which exists
between you and your fellow believers? Give examples below.

-
Xy
-
R gy,

So then, when Paul in Philippians 2:1 asks believers to conk&leparticipation

in the Spirit he is simply asking them to remember that God has already joined
them together in spiritual unitg andthat they now have a responsibility tove

it out. He simply wants thero act like who they are.

If There Is AnyAffection and Sympathy

Philippians 2:1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort
from love, any patrticipation in the Spirigny affection and sympathy

Asseeninthelong ligt¥ a2y S dbgve, duip&tiiasion in the Spirit
shoul naturally lead us to feelings affection and sympathy

The word which Paul uses faffectionis a word he has already used in chapter
one and verse eight. There baid,a yearn for you all with the affection of Christ
Jesug ¢ KA a (@&nidSa deep, lohghd I6vO foriothetdis suggestion is
that, if they had such a heartfelt sympathy towards one another, then loving unity
would be their goal. If they had a deep, heartfelt love for one another, they would
not live in disharmony. If theyuly longed for one another, they would not cause
each other pain through conflict.

The wordsympathyis elsewhere translatedompassionate heartdt has the idea
of mercy, sympathy, and compassion. It again emphasizes the tenderness which



PhilippiangGT2-11)

believers ar¢o have towards one another. Look at Colossians-33 %vhere we X
also seehis word. >

103.Look up Colossians 3:1%. How does Paul describe believers in verse 127 The effect of this common
should be tender and

compassionate hearts, bw

tenderness and compass

aref i r st of a

~

a. Write the attitudes we are to have towards one another as found in

verse 12. FF BI’UC

b. According to verse 13, how are we to behave towards one another?

c. v14. In what attitude should we do all of these things?

Unity within the church is maintained when believers keep their hearts tender
towards one another. Failing to handle conflicts or offenses properly can lead to
bitterness, which hardens our hdartowards one another. Failing to keep
ourselves growing in the faith, can have a similar affect.

(2-11)81
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W POINT:

Consider

learned and incorporating it

into your prayer life.

9 Pray and thank God for
the encouragement of

Christ.

takin

oDear Lord,

the presence of Christ in
my life. Help me tokeep

his commandments by

loving others the way he
has asked.

1

0

9 Pray that God would help

you to love others freely,

even in the face of

potential hurts.

oDear Fat her

me to overcome my own

insecurities when it comes
to loving others. Help me

to love others with
confidence, knowing that |

am safe and secure in

your | ove

9 Pray that you could use

f

0 |

your spiritual gifts to bless
others and develop

spiritual fruit to help you

handle others.

oDear Lor d,

me how you have gifted

me spiritually and provide
a place for me to serve

others. Also, help me to

develop a greater degree

of love, joy, peac

el

patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,

gentleness, and sel
.0

control
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For this reason, Paul starts his encouragement in Colossians 3:12 by reminding

KAa NBFRSNAR GKIFId GKS@ FINB GaD2RQao OKz2aSy
fAGS a4 D2RQa OK2aSy 2ySax LldzZNRdzAy3a K2f
produce in them a love for one another which would be seen in their loving
relationships. Their own spiritual growth would not only keep them tender

towards God, but towardene another. Bothaffection and sympathywould
characterizeheir relationships.

Paul knew thathis type of tenderness among the believat®hilippi would lead
them to protect their own hearts against hardness and insensitivity. It would also
ensure hat they remained unified with one another.

Point ==

Are you tender and compassionate towards your fellow believers? What can
you do to improve in this area? Thi nk
tender affection and sympathy from your fellow believers. TikaGod for it.

o
e
e

- -
L gt

In conclusion, Paul begins encouraging the Philippians to pursue unity by asking
GKSY (2 O2yaARSNI KS oftSaairay3daa 2F GKSANJ
continual encouragement; thek F R G NBYSYyR2dza O2YF2NI TN
they lived dayby-day in spiritual fellowship with God and fellow believers. Since

all of these things were true, they should bkthe same mind, having the same

love, being in full accord and of one mintlvhile doingnothing from rivalry or

conceit, butin humility counfing] others more significant tharjthemselves]

In the next couple of studies, we will explore manetivations to unity
AYyOfdzZRAY3 d¢KS [F02dzNB 2F 2dzNJ [ S RSNAR ¢ |
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In encouraging the Philippians tavdll together in unity, Paul appeals tioe
blessings of our common salvation. Every believer, including you and |,
experience these things as part of our daily liged each of them should
encourage us to dwell together in unity.

Christ dwells within yo, to encourage you. This is your privilege because you
love him and keep his commandmenitis greatest commandment and the
purpose of his encouragement, is that you would love and unify exidry

other of hisdisciples.

The Father loves you with an wrditional and eternal love. He has, in part,
provided such security in your relationship with him so that you could possess a
boldness in loving others. You can handle the potential hurts that come with
freely loving others because you are safe and seitubhés love.

The Holy Spirit has joined you together with every other belieNew he
empowers you with spiritual gifts to bless others. He also prodspegual fruit
within you, which enables you to think and respond lovingly towards your fellow
believers.

For this v

1 Read the passages
The entire Trinity is working to encourage and enable you to live in loving unity necessary to compleg¢

with others. This is your role as you live life on this earth. Not only does this the questions in this
type of unity produce harmony within the church but it serves as clear evidence study.

that Jesus Christ truly has come and that we are his disciples.
1 Be sure to read the

quotes and other info

Watching this type of loving unity develop within the church is one of the most found in the margins

encouraging things a Pastor can witness. It is a source of genui(fehipy2:2) of this study.

Consider how you can contriteito the unity of our church by loving others

selflesslywith an eagerness to maintain the unity of the Spirit (Eph.4:3) i Read all four chapters
of the book of
Philippians.

7 _ :
% 9 Pay special attention
"4 [‘ ' to Philippians 2:1-4 as
it will be the basis for
the next study.
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Netes
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f)

9)

h)

Discusssorr Point =

In what ways have you personally benefitted from the role of the Holy
Spirit in your life?

Discuss a time when the HoBpirit convicted you of sin.

We all have different personalities and different areas of struggle. Discuss
an area of your personality where the Holy Spirit has helped you to
overcome your weaknesses and become more like Jesus Christ.

In what ways is Giis love a personal comfort for you?

What surprises you the most about the way God loves you?

In what way do you think you most fall short in loving others the way God
loves you?

How have you benefitted from the spiritual unity which exists between
youand your fellow believers?

Discuss a time when you were treated by a fellow believer in a way far
better than you deserved.

How do you keep your heart tender towards God and others?
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Chapter2:1-4 E—
The Priority of Unity, Part 2 What we find in the

second chapter of

Philippians 2:%4 So ifthere is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from  Phlippians is one of the
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my  most thorough and
joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of
one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or ce@it; but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, arguments for loving
but also to the interests of others. harmony in the church.

theologically rich

Albert Barnes, the IO S y i dzZNE (i K &@daldlydnkre ig noSihgle Bhingl

so muchinsisted on in the New Testament as the importance of harmony among

Christan®¢ LG R2SayQid dGF1S t2y3 FT2NJ SOSNE addzR
conclusion.

(0p))
<,
(et
No
-+

The New Testament authors emphasi@hristianunity from just about every
conceivable arlg. We are given repeateghcouragemento unify. We are given
commandgo unify. We aregivendeeptheological treatiseegarding unity. We
I NB & K2 & prayérfidl N@siagar @nity, and unity is given as one of the
intended byproducts of his sacrit death.Wherever you find yourself in the
pages of the New Testament, some exhortation to loving unitgé&by.

Even irthis letter to the spiritually mature church at Philippi, we find the Apostle
Paul returning to the theme of Christian unityerand over againAnd what he
gives them is not some passing encouragement to get along. Not at all. What we
find in the second chapter of Philippians is one of the most thorough and
theologicaly richarguments for loving harmony in the church.

As we sawn our last study, the Apostle Paul began éwtortation to unity by
reminding the Philippians of the blessings they had received as part of their
salvation. He wanted the church to consider the fact that they had received
encouragement in Christ, comfortrom love, and participation in the spirit.
These blessings were to be a threefold motivation to continue in loving unity.

4-85
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RefetencepOINT

For what is our hope or j
or crown of boasting
before our Lord Jesus &
his coming?

Is it not you?

1 Thessalonians

(2-11)-86

In this study, we move olkirst, we will considefhe Labour of our Leadeaas a
motivation to unity, then we will examind he Natwe of Spiritual Unity
followed byThe Enemies of Unignd finally,The Practice of Spiritual Unity

The Labour of our Leaders

104.Look up Philippians 2:2. Accordinghe beginning of this verse, what
would the Philippiangeing of the same mind, havinige same love, being
in full accord and of one mirdb for the Apostle Paul?

Paul knew that this church loved him and that with this love would come a desire
to see him rejoice. He appeals to their affection, care and appreciation for him by
letting them know that if they were to obey and pursue unity with onetaeo,

it would bring him great joy. He went so far as to say it waalchplete his joy

It may be surprising for some to realize that the Apostle Paul felt it right and
effective to includehimself (and his labours2 y (G KS OKdzMO&Qa 0S|
motivationtowardstheir unity. Yet Paul used this type of argument many times
throughout his writingsand multiple times within this epistle. Look up the

passages below teee how the labour of our leaders ought to motivate us to

unity.

105.Look up Philippians:27. What did Paul use as a motivation for the church
G2 tAGS | GYFYYSNI 2F tAFS g2NIKe 2F G

Paul understood what it meant to be a spiritual mentor. His relationship with the
church went far beyond that of a mere teacher. He was a spiritual father to them.
As suchthe church possessed a love and respecttierApostle Paul whiclead
them to want to make him proud. Paul not only recognized this but appealed to
it. He encouraged them to live a life that he would be pleased with, whether he
came to see them or simply heard of them from afar (see also 2:12).
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106.Look up Philippian2:14-17. Looking at verse 16, how did Paul use his =
relationship with the church to motivate them to obedience? -

And d that last august ani

awful tribunal, where yol

will have to give an accot

for your listening, as | for 1

Again, Paul appeals to the Philippians love and appreciation towards him as $P€2King, the crown of vic
motivation for them to live a blameless life.l dzf A& ol aA Ol f f &id anithe looksof adaith: | S
LINR dzR¢ | YR 2AYi1a] ¥ 2 Wiih&ysagPeciafed tre labour he was  teacher is the characters
putting for.th in or.der to see them grow.spiritually, then certainly they wvouIdA these wherg he has taug
pursue a life of faithfulness. To do anything less would bmaket I dzf Qa S+ +2 Nl a

meaningless. His life would be a was#nd, in the end, he would die in Who is my joy and hope,
disappointment. Certainly, as those who loved Paul, this church would do crown of rejoicing?' Are r

whatever they could to prevent that from happening. even ye in the presence @

107.Look up Philippians 4:1. How did Paul describebtiathersat Philippi Lord Jesus at his coming
before he encouraged #m tostand firmin the Lord?

~

Alexander N

& | 0SSt A SwasSnedto be fow ifdrcurBstaices, possessions or any
other temporary thing. Instead, a significant portion of his earthly joy was found
in seeing his fellow believers develop spiritually. Paul was not a distant,
disaffected spiritual teacher. He wasoaing, spirituafather who was personally
invested in the spiritual development of his disciples. His joy was tied to their
successThe worth of his labours was linked to thigithfulness

Paul had a high personal stake in the spiritual successi®fctiurch, and he

gl ayQid | T NI ReRegulagly app8aldfo this £a& d6 éncourage them

to faithfulness.This approach to encouragement would only be effective if those

to whom he wrote had a deep love and appreciation for aisnwell Thankfuly,

0KS t KAfALLALIYA AKFINBR tldAf Qa4 ' FFSOGA2Y YR NBOA L]
make Paul proud. They wanted their lives to provide meaning and worth to his

laboursq andso they obeyed.

(2-11)87
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Refehence poinT

We ask you, brothers, tc
respect those who labol
among you and are ove
you in the Lord and
admonish you, and to
esteem them very highly
love because of their wor
Be at peace among
yourselves.

1 Thessalonians

I—————————

—

Thankfully, the Philippiar

aKI NBR t I dz
and reciprocated his love
They wanted to make Pa
proud. They wanted thei
lives to provide meaning
and worthto his labours;

and so they obeyed

(2-11)-88

We may be tempted to think that, as an Apostle, Paul had aialpeéght to
make an appeal to his own joy in encouraging his disciples.is not the case.
As we will see, every spiritual leader can make the very same appeal.

108.Look up Hebrews 13:17.

a. According to the first part of the verse, how are we to responduo
leaders?

b. What do our leaders do for us?

c. What will our leaders be required to do in the end?

d. Asthose who have given their lives to labour for our spatigood,
our leaders will be deeply affected by how we choose to live our
lives. What are two attitudes which we can cause our leaders to
experience while they serve us?

¢CKS GNARGSNI G2 GKS 1 SoNBga (I 1Sa YdzOK
to every spiritual leader. The fact that we have leaders who love us and who are
laboring on our behalf should have a practical impact on eesliWe should be
moved by the fact that our faithfulnessill determinehow our leadernjoy this

life. We have the power to bring them joy or paifust as they strive for our
spiritual success, we should strive for their abilityseyve with joy and ige an
account to God with confidence.

27
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. -
Mcm Point == So how will the Philippiar

compl ete Pavu
Who is it in your life that is as invested in your spiritual success as &idul

with the Philippian church? Have you thought about how your actions affect
their labours?

unified desire to serve ott
the way Christ serves us.

links their giving him joy

TR

== with their having the mind

s g

i . . o ) Christ, which is the way t
One of the sure ways in which we carusa grief for our spiritual leaders is by
thinksa | | over

failing to maintain unity with our fellow believers. For this reason, Paul says
dcomplete my joyby being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full precisely because Christ
accord and of one mind. . SOl dza S  dzy Ahatétheyadid wighithisS Y feihd férved iff them that
O2YYlIYyR g2dzZ R RSGSNNYAYS tldZ Qa f S@St 27 azfé . |-.gﬁe &

_ _ has such overflowing joy
his labours as worthwhile.

them.
Il @Ay3 O2yaARSNBR (KS Y20AQFiA2ya F2N dzyrdeées £S6Q
the unity which Paul was encouraging the church to.
John Pip

The Nature of Spiritual Unity

Philippians 2:2 complete my jopy being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind

2 SQ0@S &l A Rtherndsd Ror unity ndaiig believers and have looked at
some of those things which sbld motivate us towards unity. But, what exactly

is the nature of Christian unity? For the remainder of this study, we will try to
establish a Biblical understanding of unity so that we can know exactly what it is
that we are striving towards.

109. List the faur things that Paul said wouttbmplete [his] joy

(2-11)-89
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Rejehence LOINT

Finally, all of you, have
unity of mind, sympathy
brotherly love, a tender

heart, and a humble mini
Do not repay ew for evil

or reviling for reviling, bu

on the contrary, bless, fc
to this you were called,

that you may obtain a

blessing.

~

1 Peter 3B

(2-11)-90

In ercouraging the Philippians to pursue unity, the Apostle Paul tells them to be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind
These phrases are nearly synonymous but differ enoughithgtvorthwhile to
consider each individally.

The Same Mind

Philippians 2:2 complete my joy by being ¢fie same mind having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind.

First of all, living in unity means that believers ar¢haef same mindThe idea
here is that we have shared dess, prioritieshopes, and goals. Along with a
common overall worldview.

Look up the following verses and indicate what should be our desires, priorities,
hopes or goals.

110. Matthew 6:33. What should be our first priority?

111.Matthew 6:19-21. How should our priorities affect the way we relate
to our earthly posse$sns and pursuits?

2 KI 4
aasi

112.Colossians 3:b @
YAYRa 0SS

AKGEA Ry 5K6¢ 0SKld i
2V KE

a K2 dzZ R
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113.2 Timothy 2:4What should be our chief aim in life? What should this

IE—
prevent us from doing?

The amazing thing abou
D2RQa RSaA

church is that this unity ii

purpose, motivation,

values.and hope exists

_ . : -
114.Mark 12:2830. What is the most important commandment” among a people who ar

otherwise very diverse.

115.Titus 2:1amn ® 2 KIF G Ad4 RSAONAROSR | a 2dzNJ 40f SaaSR K2 LJ
this hgpe cause us to do?

As we grow in our grasp
Godods Word,

clarity in our understandir

Although every congregation is comprised of a diversity of people, there are Will also draw us togethe
certain elements of life which we should all hameommon. In fact, all believers  We will see the truth mo
should agree on the most important aspects of life. We should all be motivateqjea“y, and therefore we
by the same core truths. We should all be striving towards the same goals. We
should all value the same prioritiead, we should all be lookirfgrward to the

same hope. -

see eye to eyerenoften.

Thankfully, we are not left to ourselves to try to figure out what things we ought Den N |S E =
to rally around nor are we left to try to manufacture this unity ourselvd$e

Holy Spirit, working through the scriptures, provides us with ftssnework

through which we should understand lifEor instance,n just the few verses

above, we learn what should be our highest priority; we gain an understanéing

how we should properly expendiuotalents and treasures; we find what it is that

we slould be seeking in life and how we should orient our minds; we understand

(2-11)91
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Being a Christian is mort
fundamental to your ident
than your family, your
ethnicity, your professiol
your nationality, your
sexuality, your persondiity
or any other way this wor
defines identity. And so t
unity you share with evel
Christian supersedes ev
other bond. That means t
wherever gospel people ¢
diversity should as well.
Diversity grows naturally

from the gospel.

Mark Dev

(2-11)-92

what our chief aim in life ought to be; we discover what should be the focus of all
of our love and effort; and we see the future hope whatkght todrive us.

The amazing thingabdu D2 RQ&

motivation, values, and hope exists among a people who are otherwise very
diverse. In this way, all racial, social or economic barriers are broken down.
Regardless of our backgrounds, our etlitgicor our social status, we can be
unified. How can this be sd®ecause our unity does not come as the result of
rallying around common social causes or racial identities. What brings us together
is the Spiritdriven conviction that the word of God iseéhbinding authority in our

lives. Our oneness is a onenessrimd becaused S Q@ S

(N

shaped by the Spirit as he works through the scriptures.

Hav e

you

experienced

for giving

T

a

you

f26SR

0 whom yoy woald
ordinarily have venyittle in common? Think about the diversity of your
friendships and how the Christian faith has brought you together. Thank God

t he

0s ame

-
-
R g,

The Samd.ove

Philippians 2:2 complete my joy by being of the same mirttgving the
same low, being in full accord and of one mind.

After describing Christian unity @smatter ofpossessing theame mind Paul
continues by encouraging the church to have fiagne love

Sharing a worldview is no guarantee that we will love, or dikaone andher.
For this reason, Paul is quick to go beyond the unity of mindhenills the
Philippians that tkirs is to be anity oflove

To have the same love is to love one another with the squadity of love ando

love one another to the samdegree Beyond this, it is to love one another
without partiality. All believers are to love one anothequally, with an

indiscriminate, Christlike love.

RSaA3AYy F2NJ GKS OKdIzZNDK

2 dzNJ Y.

mi

mi

ndo
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Because we dealt with the topic of love in some depth in lessorPiBigpians EE——
1:9 And it is my prayer thatoyr love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernmeptwe will cover this point quickly. Rallying around a comm

Look up the following verses in order to discover the type of love which we ought creed is relatively easy.

to have towards one another. Anyorganization or club
116.Romans 12:90. What type of love are to show to one another? can do that. Christian
What should it cause us to do? unity on the other hand i:

a unity of love.

117.Galatians 5:13. What should we ttwoughlove? How does this affect
the way we use our freedom?

\ofence POINT

We ought always to give
thanks to God for you,

brothers, as is right,

] 5 because your faith is
uz2 Rz aAy f &ﬂ%éa‘ﬁundamly, an(
the love of every one of

&
™
(s}

118.Ephesians 4® ® 2 KI 4 | N

you for one anothbr is
increasing.

2 Thessalonians

———
119.1 Peter 1:22. How is our love for one another described here? How are
we to exercise this love?

(2-11)-93
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e Christian unity is not primarily a unity of thought or belief but of relationship.
RefehenceLOINT | n o o
Rallying around a common creed is relatively easy. Any organization or club can

do that. Christn unity on the other hand is a unity tve It leads men and
women to selflessly serve one another without regéod their worthiness. It

by the name of our Lorc leads udo patiently bear with one anotheregardless of our faults. It prompts
us to genuinely love one anothezven to the point of sacrifice. To have tame
loveis to mutually commit to this kind of relationship with one anotheaul told

the church that his joy would be complete when he could hear of them loving one
no divisions among you another in this way.

but that you be united in

| appeal to you, brothers

Jesus Christ, that all of y

agree, and that there be

the same mind and the
same judgment. In Full Accord

~

Phiippians 2:2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the
1 Corinthex1:1C same love peing in full accord and of one mind.

Only here in the New Testament do we find the Greek word which Paul used for
GFdzf € | OO02 NRé @ -4 A dzff GuipkBabld nbebsbakiviSitwédld a2y S
probablyd S  &¥al2{d&Taeredis no need to go into great detail here, other

than to say that Paul coins this phrase in order to drive home the depth of
harmony which he expects among the Philippians. The unity which he desires for
and from them is aeep,all-encompassing harmony.

Enemiesof Spiritual Unity

Having given great emphasis to the need for unity, offering motivations for unity

and illustrating the nature of unity, Paul continues by giving a couple of examples
of those attitudes which destroy unity. Here he warns the Philippians against

rivalry and conceit which are both products of pride.

tdzf Qa LRAYyG Aa GKFdG FNNR3IFYyd LINARS gAd
community (Prov 13:10) Jealousy, competition anselfinterest destroy any

hope of loving unity within the churcfithe cure for each of these destructive

attitudes is to assume an attitude which sees others, and their interests as greater

than our own. By adopting this attitude, as Paul will show, wgirbt thinkabout

others just as Jesus Christ thought about usl(¥b

(2-11)94
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Rivalryand Conceit ——
Philippians 2:30 nothing from rivalry or conceitbut in humility count XAG Aa I|f¢
others more significant than yourselves. assumption that those

who are causing strife, ¢
Conceited rivalry is the prideful attitude whiKk 6 St A S@Sa 2y S Qa stgyliig witlyjéaBusp a G &
2F 3IANBFGSNI 62 NI K § Kohtghtioh, gtafd] faGiondardd the L i aFe%Iléolfﬁ\ﬁng ﬁ%&ly o
destruction of any hope of unitysuch rivalrys really a matter of pitting ourselves

and our interest@against others. Such selfish coatition has no place within the
culture of the church. =

(sinful) lives.

120. Galatians 5:2226. According to verse 24, what have thagko belong
to Christdone?

- -

a. According to verse 25, how should walk? If we are to experience t

blessings promised to tt

humble, we must work o
b. According to verse 26, what should wet becomé& this humilityin our daily

relationships with others.

must learn to submit to o

c. According to vers@6, what two attitudes are the product abnceit? another, serve one anotr

and honor or prefer one

another above ourselve

In this passage we learn that the Spirit of God produces iloues joy, peace, ~

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, alfit¢aerol. These .
are the attitudes which make loving unity possible. Yet, in order to possess these J erry B rld
attitudes, we mustvalk in the SpiritFor this reason, it is always a safe assumption

that those who are causing strife, or struggling with jealousy @ laving fleshly

(sinful) lives. Paul made this clear to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 3:3:

1 Corinthians 3:3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way?

(2-11)-95
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Point ==

Do you find yourself oOcompetingd agains

jealous of others? Are you prone to demand your way and to become cold

towards others when you donoét get it? H
you were constantly seeking tobey the Spirit of God?

o
-
e

- -
G

We must walk in the Spirit in order to maintain uni®@therwise, we are very

likely to fall into prideful conceifride then causes us to envy one another.
Instead of looking at others as potential recipients of our love card, we see
them as our competition. Instead of striving together with them, we begin to
strive against them. Instead of seeing them as spiritual brothers and sisters, we
see them as rivals. Such an attitude is a ukiligr and the Apostle Paul would
have us be on guard against it.

121.James 3:1347. According to verse 14, what attitudes should we not
have in our hearts?

a. Wheredo such attitudes come from? How does James describe
them?

b. According to verse 16, what always accompanies jealousy and
selfish ambition (rivalry)?

James makes it abundantly clear that jealousy and selfish ambition are nothing
short of evil. Whereas Christ desires harmonious order in the church, these
prideful attitudes produce nothing but sin and chadbey tear down that

which Christ is sdéng to buildup (Matt 16:18)
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The Practice ofSpiritual Unity [

Philippians 2:34 Do nothing from rivalry or conceijtbut in humility The bottom line is that
count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look g desires unity amon

not only to his own interests, but also to the intesés of others. his children and this unit

is acheéved through

The antidote to rivalry and conceit is selfless humility. We ought to be so humble selfless and sacrificial
and sacrificial that we are always aware of the needs of others and ready to defer humility
to their desires] 221 dzLJ GKS TF2ftf2Ay3a OSNEHSE (G2 &asSsS G(KS

emphasis on the need for selfless humility. _ ==

122.Romans 12:15How should the emotional experiences of others, affect
us?

123.Romars 14:1922. According to verse 19, what two types of things
should we pursue?

a. According to verse 21, what should we makege we never do to
our spiritual brotherg8

124.Romans 15:1What do we who are strong have an obligation to do?
What should we not do?

125.1 Corinthians 10:24Nhat should we not seek? What should we seek?
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7 Unity in the church is maintained when we put the needs and interests of others
W POINT above our own. To what extent must we do this? According to the passages
above, we should allow our emotions to respond to the suffering and successes
Consider takin ofourfellowbelievers (Rom 12:15); we should be willing to deny our rights if it
learned and incorporating it means keeping our brothers from stumbling into sin (Rom 1229 we should
into your prayer life. put up with others when they fail (Rom 15:1); we should not be driven to please
ourselves (Rom 15:1); and wkasild not be concerned with our own good, but

T Thank God for those who  yha 4004 of others (1 Cor 10:24).
labour for your spiritual

growth. The bottom line is that God desires unity among his children and this unity is

hieved through selfl n rificial humility.
oDear Lord, | achieved through selfless and sacrificial humility

the love and care that you
show for me through the
men and women you have
placed in my life, for my
spiritual good. Help me to
respond to their influence
in a way which glorifies

126.In closing, write out 1 Corinthians 1354

you. 0

1 Pray that God would help o . =
you to develop a Biblical PO | nt ——
worldview.
oDear Father Considering the characteristics of love as seen in Yi@thians 13:45, in what
me to see mygoals, areas have you failed to be loving? Are there particular individuals whom you

priorities and motivations

e -
through the lens of have failed in this area? Pray and ask God to help you to be humbler and

scripture. Show me areas more loving.
where my thinking
contradicts Cxo
1 Pray that you could be Paultold the Philippians that hevould be overcome with joif he heard that thg
selfless and humble in wereR St tAy3d G23SGKSNI Ay (2@Ay3 dzyAdeod |

our relationships with . . . .
y P unity without also warning them of the threats to unity. Remarkably, the threats

others. to unity which Paul focused on were not external threats, but interBalkchis
dODear Lord, | oftenthecasewiththe churchVhereas external pressures like persecution tend
love those around me. to bring a church together, internal divisions and strife threaten to tear it apart.
Help me to pursue This means that the power to build up or tear down the church, exists within each

harmony with my fellow

_ _ of us. What a tremendous responsibility we then have to ensure that we are
believers. Forgive me for

. . . growing in the faith and striving for loving unity. As Paul told the Ephedians,
pride, rivalry and jealousy ] ]
which 168ve a| therefore, a prisoner forthe Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
influence my view of calling to which you hav been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
others. o
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patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peacéEphesians 4:B)

Throughout this study we have looked into what Paul meant when he encouraged
the church to be of thesame mind Next week we will see that the mind which
Paul expected the church to have in common was acttiaiynind of Chrisfv5).

He understood that the ultimate key to harmony in the church was for each of its
members to thinkof themselves and others, just the wagsu<hrist thought of
himself and othersk-or this reason, he begins the next section this wihawe this
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ JEsusnext study will cover
verses 511.
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For this v

Read the passages
necessary to complete
the questions in this
study.

Be sure to read the
guotes and other info
found in the margins
of this study.

Read all four chapters
of the book of
Philippians.

Pay special attention
to Philippians2:5-11as
it will be the basis for
the next study.
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One of the things | did not anticipate when becoming a Pastor was the amount of
emphasis my teaching would be required to place on the topics of love and unity
among believers. Yet, with my commitment to preach through books of the Bible,
teachingwh & GKS | dziK2NB 6NRGST IyR SYLKIF &AT
found a mandate to continually return to these themes. Why? Because the New
Testament is saturated with commands and encouragements to love and unify

with one another.

Even when Biblical autins delve into the depths of theology, they are often doing
so to prove the mandate for Gelibnouring relationships. Everywhere we turn in
the New Testament we are reminded that the Christian faith is a faith of loving
community.

1'& It ad 2s\NiBdershepherd. I/ar dhrged @ith caring for the flock
which he has entrusted to me. | must teach what he wants me to teach. | must
lead as he wants me to lead. With this conviction, | find my teaching ministry
often returning to the themes of love, ugit humility, forgiveness and covenant
commitment. My study of scripture has convinced me that this is just as Christ
would have it. It is how he desires to build his church.

With the conviction that we must continually teach on themes of loving unity,
alsocomes a determination to labour for harmony in the church, and to protect
against division. Writing studies like this one is part of that commitment.

So, let me ask you, do you share my conviction that Jesus Christ deeply desires
his people to love one ather with a humble, sacrificial love? Do you agree that
jealousy, rivalry, criticism, selfishness and pride serve as a tremendous threat to
the unity which Christ desires for his people? If so, would you commit, like | have,
to labour for loving unity ithe church? Would you put forth effort to protect his
church from discord and division? Would you make a personal commitment to
protect your own spiritual life in order to avoid these ungodly attitudes?

I hope you will. I would count serving such a peakemendous pleasure. To
be the shepherd of a people who love one another and who deeply value
Christian unity would bring incredible joy to my life and great meaning to my
labours.

-
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Discusssorr Point = Netes

In what ways can someone respond to their spiritual leaders wihitth

bring their leaders joy?

What priorities do you think a believer should have which differ from

those of an unbeliever?

What goals might a believer have which are different from those of an
unbeliever?

What can we do to ensure that our worldviewfasmed by scriptureand

is not simply "what we think"?

Sometimes there are particular people towards whom we feel jealous or
contentious. Soretimes we feel like we need to compete with them like

a rival. What can we do in such a circumstance in ordetetelop a
humble love towards that person?

What do you think it means to "walk in the Spirit"?

Why do you think "walking in the Spirit" is necessary to maintain a love
towards others?

If we are to maintain unity with our fellow believetgyw should weview

our "rights"?

If we are to maintain unity with our fellow believetgw should we view
our "interests"?

What are some things you can do to protect the church from divisions

and strife?
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Chapter2:5-11 E—
The Pactice of Unity 6 Part 1 What we find in the

second chapter of

Philippians 2:811 Hae this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ  Philippians is one of the
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a most thorough and
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. And bdmgnd in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. ~ arguments for loving
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name thatis harmony in the church.
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesu—— _==
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

theologicallyrich

¢KS 3231t Aa F+ YSaalr3asS 27F dzyiaided LG Aa (GKNRddAK /
we attain peace with God, against whom wereence enemies. It is through the

gospel that all walls of prejudice are broken down and we are spiritually united

with our fellow believers. It is through the gospel of Christ that God will one day

bring about a peace and unity which affects all of dmat All of this was

accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ when he became man, lived a perfect life,

died upon the cross and rose again.

This unity was made possible by the loving obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ who
chose not to live for himself but f@thers. He had an attitude, not of saffterest

but selfsacrifice. He was willing to give up all personal worth, all personal rights
and all personal privilege for the sake of others. The gospel is a message of unity
achieved throughhe humble, selsacrificeof our Saviour(Col 1:1523).

It is no wonder then that the Apostle Paul descdibe £ A FS dag2NIKe 2F GKS 3I32aLISf
as a life lived in unity with others. How could we, who have been reconciled to

God and unified with one another, through the sséfgifice of ourSaviour, go on

living in pride and selhterest? Such attitudes betray the very message of the

gospel and contradict the life ofur Lord who achieved.it

¢KAA& KI & o035 Suérsinde defrs@ 27 of dhdptgriither® he began
describingthe manner of life worthy of the gospdPaul has woven quite the
argument for unity, havinghown ughe necessity of spiritual unity; motivations
to spiritual unity; the nature of spiritual unity and what are enemies of spiritual

4-103
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t I dzf Qa LRAY
all believers begin to vie
their rights and privilege:
the way Christ viewed hi
and begin to view others
the way Christ viewed u
then they will be able to

dwell in spiitual unity.

(2-11)104

unity. Yet, his arguent comes to a grand crescendo in quesent passage
Philippians 2:8.1.

This passage has rightfully been regarded as a theological high point of the entire
New Testament. It is one of the most thorough and explicit descriptions of the
nature of Christhis incarnation and his exaltation. Although some debate exists,

it is widely thought to be a hymn of the early church.

As theologically rich as the passdgdiowevert | dzf Qa L2 Ay (i KSNB A a
a doctrinal treatiseAll Christian ethics are roed in theology and so Paplunges

0KS RSLIIKa 27F fbrimdicaljpupbse. He/li@dupSfiistias they

supreme example of selfless sacrifineorderto encourage the church to adopt

the very same attitudeg, thus enabling them to maintai unity among their

fellowship

127.Write out Philippians 2:5.

Paul had previously encouraged the Philippians to strive together for the faith of

the gospelwith one mind He told them that his joy would be complete if they

hadthe same mindHe encouraged them further to be full accord and of one

mind. In theverse above, we discover exactly what tbise mindis. It is the
humble,sea  ONRAFAOAY 3 YAYR 2F [/ KNRAGD t | dzx Q&
to view their rights and privileges the way Christ viewesl andbegin to view

others the way Christiewed us, then they will be able to dwell in spiritual unity.

C2NJ GKS NBYIFIAYRSNI 2F (KAa& altiiudzRehisgS gAf
incarnation, death and exaltation should encourage us to dwell in unity with one
another. We will see that Christ ajlivested himself of rightful privileges, b)

emptied himself of all selfhterest, and c) sacrificed himself in obedience to God.

He Divested Himself of Rightful Privileges

Philippians 2:37 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count
othersmore significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to
his own interests, but also to the interests of otherdave this mind
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among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was irs==—

the form of God, did not count equality wittGod a thing to be grasped, !gpeaﬁli%

but made himself nothing taking the form of a servant, being born in o
These verses in Philippians

the likeness of men are remarkable for their high
theology concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ. They cut across
all lesser confesions of
Christ® person, showing that
any viewthat would make
him merely a great teacher or
a great prophet is
inadequate. They are also
remarkable because their
InorderF2NJ dza (12 dzy RSNEGFYR GKS RSLI Kdocz‘%'.'#e of ?hf'(Squk'”g"ﬁCQa
] ) i Thatis, tt is brought forward,
understand the height of his glory. Paul would have us know that Jesus Christ Was; or its own sake, but in

(and is)absolutely equal with God the Father. support of another point
entirely. Pau major point is

not that Jesus is who he is but
rather we should be like him.

128.Write out Philippians .

129.Look up Colossians 1:PD.

a. How is Jesus described in verse 157

Boice, James
Montgomery. Foundations
of the Christian Fatft.
InterVarsity Press, 1978

b. Compare verse 167 with Genesis 1:1. Since Genesis says God
created and Colossians 1 says that all things were created by Christ,
what can we conclude about Christ?

c. According to v19, what dwelled in Christ?

130.Look up John 17:5. Whdid Jesus have? When did he have it?
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ESHheologicatty

The ultimate manifestation of
special revelaton is the
incarnation of the Son. The
Creator God took on himself
the limitations of human flesh
and dwelt among his
creatures (John 1:d5, 14).
While he was not generally
recognized for who he truly
was (John 1: i®11), he
nevertheless revealed the

ful ness of God?d
men (John 14: 8 10). Jesus is
described as t
the invisible
and as the 0ex
representation
(Heb. 1: 3 NASB). Jesus was &
perfect revelation of God to
men. He was the exact
representaton of who God is
and what he is like.

MacArthur, John; Mayhue,
Richard. Biblical Doctrine: A
Systematic Summary of
Bible Truth Crossway.
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131.Look up Hebrews 1:3. How is Jesus described here?

On multiple occasions, the Jews sought to kill Jesus because he claimed to be
equal with the Father. They did notisnnderstand his claims. Jesus Christ was
fully God yet clothed in human flesh. Prior to his incarnation he existed in
Heaven, possessing tlexact sameglory as the Fatherf-or this reason, Jesus
Christ deserves the very same honour which is owed thedfgflohn 5:223).

According to Colossians and Hebrews above, Jesus Christ is the creator and
sustainer of the universe. He made all things and everything continues to function
because it is upheld by his power. Jesus Christ was and is sovereign over
eventhing and with that sovereigntycomesall the rights and privileges which
rightfully belong to deity.

132.Look back at Philippians 2:6. According to this verse, what attitude did
Jesus have towards his equality with God?

CKS 62NR (NI yatlridSR a3aINI&LISRE KSNBE Oy
IAN) aLX ® ¢KS ARSF A& OKI (tobhéright2addd K WS & dz&
privileges which his deity afforded him, he did not view those privileges as

something which he needed to seize violently or cling to at all costs. Instead, he
possessed a humble willingness to lay aside his divine privileges for.& tiate

is exactly what he did when he became flesh through the incarnation. He laid

aside his divine privileges and became a man, so that he could die for us.

A
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His Rightful Claim vs. Our Imagined Rights -

As already stated, Paul brought his audience tothe BeK 1 & 2 F / KNRAaAGQa 3If2NBR Ay
order that they could understand the depths of his humility. His purposieing ~ Christ's humility consistec
so was so that they could learn to adopt the very same attitude towards theirhis abasing himself from 1
rights and privileges which Christ had towards. fAikere is of cowe a vast highest pinnacle of glory

RAFFSNBYOS 0SGoSSYy /KNRAGQA NRAIKGA YR 2d2NB P ¢KI
the lowest ignominy: ou

Jesus Chrigteserved a facéo-face relationship with the Father. Hed the right
to exercise all divine powesind hewas oweduniversal honourJesushad a
rightful claim to the full privileges of divine sovereigntiet, during his earthly life
he forwent it all. Higellowship with the Father was changed, bisry and power ourselves by a false
were veiled his honour was denie S RS T SNNB R KA dandshist  estingatiod. K&gavg bpirK S N
sovaeign rule was rejected by men. All of this however, happened to ChriStright: all that is required c
willingly. He did not view any of these things as rights which needed to be clung .

. . . . . us is, that we dwt assum
to. He willingly laid them aside for the sole purpose of living and dying for you

and I. He gave up#rights and privileges for us. to ourselves more than\

ought. Hence he sets out

humility consists in

refraining from exalting

thisii that, inasmuch as t

[ 4 — .
%4296 aaa / . e was in the form of God, |
POInt - reckoned it not an unlawf

. , . thing for him to shew hims
Do you have a tendency to demand rights? Do you fight for privileges? Do

you believe you areowedhonour or respect? Consider how your attitude in that form; yet he empti

compares to Christ. Then, consider how your worth compares to His. himself. Since, then, the ¢
of God descendenim so

T
-
- -

- great a height, how

So muchconflict amongbelieversis caused when we feel as if our rights have Unreasonable that we, w
been denied us or our privileges have been withheld fromUrdike Christ, we  are nothing, should be lift
grasp for our rights, cling tightly to them once we get them and then fight in order
to keep themWhy isthis so?

up with pride!

Ly LI NILHEZ AGQa 0SOFdzaS o 8eni@bfrightSisbigS R G, “, - "2dzg G A O
thet 6 2F GKAA FIEtSy 62NIRdD C2NJ GKA& John éag‘écm
rights, vie forour status,demandour privileges, angrasp forinfluence.All too

often we find ourselves adopting a worldly attitude towards our rights and
LINA @A S3ISa | yR dzaAy3 (K SThewddfigRtQfaritsr S K2 Ra (i 2

a4 S O dzN.
rightsch YR ¢S Q@S tSIFENYSR (2 FAIKG NARIKG Ff2y3TJaARS

The sinful realities of the worlthowever, are no excuse. Although the world is
fallen, and driven by the law of selfishnedesus has called osit of the world
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Even in the midst of an
unjust culture, we are
called to a selflesgss

which is willing to give uj
rights for othersandfor

the cause of Christ

(2-11)108

and to follow his example. Our view of our personal rights ought to be so distinct
from the world around us, that we shine as lighisdarkness.

Instead of fearing that others might think that they are better than us or that they
might take advantage of us, we should learn to lay down our arms in the war for
status.When we demand our rights and privileges we are allowing ourselves to
be driven by the sameride, jealousy and selfishneggich characterizes the
world. As James said:

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder.
You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have,
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,
to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that
friendship with the world is enmyt with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be

a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of Godames 4:4

Far from being friends of the world, we are called to share the mind of Christ.
Even in the midst of an unjust culture, we are called to a selféssswhich is
willing to give up rights for othe@ndfor the cause of Christ

133.Lookup 1 Corinthians 8:23. The context is that of eating meat offered to
idols (see our lesson on 1i7). According to Paul, all believers had the
right to exercise this prilege. Even though this was a legitimate right, what
did Paul warn against in verse 9?

a. According to verse 13, what wasuWPavilling to do if exercising this
right caused a brother to stumble?

134.Look up 1 Corinthians 7. Here Paul is correcting the Corinthians who
were actually suing one another in court! In dosw they were bringing
shame to the name of Christ and damaging the reputation of the church.
What did Paul say they would have been better off to do?
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135.Look up 1 Peter 2:184. According to verse 19, what does God consider a —
gracious thing?
It is far better to suffer

graciously than tquarrel

with a fellow believer ove

a. Accordng to verse 21, what example did Christ leave us? rights, justice or what we
think we deserve. We

should be more willing tc

suffer loss than to see th

reputation of Christ or hi:
b. According to verse 23, what did Jesus do when he suffered unjustly?
What did henot do?

church tarnished.

From the above passages we can glean some practical principles which can

govern how we view our rights. First of all, we should not dednar fight for our

rights if exercising those rights could cause a fellow brother to stumble. This was

t I dzA Qa YSaal3asS (2 0KS InvthatpdssagekPadl att@alyh y M / 2 NRAY G KA |y
arguesfor the fact that eating meat which had been offered to &lid perfectly

acceptable for believers. However, after defending the right to do so, he then

quickly cautions the church against it. Why? Because it might offend others by

violating their conscience. Here we learn a very important principle: the question

Fda G2 6KSOKSNI 2NJ y2i a2YSOKAYy3I A& AGaNARIKGE 2N allS
ultimate concern. Our chief desire should be to do only that which is helpful and

upbuilding(Rom 15:42; 1 Cor 10:24)

This is a very practical example of what Paul is asking dis in Philippians 2:4

where he sayset each of you look not only to his own interests,disi to the

interests of othersWhenwe consider our rightswe should also consider how
exercising those rights might affect others. The interests of othlvayshave

veto power over our rights! & t | dzf & AFBr ydbitwar& cake@ 8B = a
freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,

but through love serve one anothéGal 5:13f
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Practical principles whict
should govern how we
view our rights.

1.
We should not demand ¢
fight for our rights if
exercising those rights
could cause a fadllv
brother to stumble

2.

It is far more important tc
maintain a Christlike
testimony before the

world than it is to have
our rights satisfied

3.
Ouir first response when
our rights are denied is t
graciously endure, thus
following the example ol
Christ.
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Do you ever stop to consider how yauactions affect your fellow believers?
Has there been a time when you decidedot to do something for the sake of

ot hers? Somethi

unhelpful to those around you?

The sscondprinciple regardig how to govern our rights is found InCorinthians

Point ==

ng that wasnot

T
-
-

-
-
W g,

necessari |l

6:1-7. Lawsuits were widespread in Corinth. Neighbours would take eachother to
courtevenoverthe smallest of violations. The church had been so influenced by

its ungodly culture that italso treated ore another with contempt.These
believers were caught up in a constairive for justice They demanded what

they felt theydeserved; even under threat of a lawsuit! Paul told the Corinthians

that the behaviour of the world had no place in the church amat they would
have been better off if theyhad 2 dz& i
GKSYaSt gSa (i grattieSthadtRsSid dvé atairieef. 1 Cor 13:5).

f SFNYSR (2

& adzF FSNJ

Here we learn another principkdt is far more important to maintain a Christlike
testimony before the world than it is to have our rights satisfied. It is far better to
suffer graciously than to quarrel with a fellow believer over rights, justice or what

we think we deserve. We should be more willing to suffer loss thasetothe

reputation of Christ or his church tarnished

Finally, we find another principle regarding our rights in 1 Peter-24.8The

context is that of a servant who serves an unjust master. How should he respond

when treated poorly? According to Peter, he shontit threaten or retaliate.

Instead, he should entrust himself to God whom he knows will judge justly. That
is not to say that we should suffer needlessly or that we should endure suffering

when there are legitimate means of avoiding it (even Paul appealed taghis r

as a Roman citizgfi\cts 22:25829; 25:11). It is simply to say that Jesus Christ left
us an example of suffering graciously at the hands of unjust men. As those who

KI 8 3IAGSYy 2 dzNJ

f AdSa 02

T2ttt 20

%

I KNRA &

willingness to sadice and slow to demand our rights. And so, this is our final
principleg our first response when our rights are denied is to graciously endure,
thus following the example of Christ.

T
-

-
-
A

The only man who ever had a legitireatlaim to full rights and honour, gave it all

dzLJ T2 NJ 20 KSNA @
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to or to defend at all costs. He held loosely to them aadrificed them when W POINT

others needed him to. This is the example we #ld to follow.

|} @8 82dz T2dzyR @2dz2NESE T OF dAKEG dzld A2 d &S tmak N RG
F OOt FAYK |+ @S @2dz 62dAKG Ay (2 2 dzNJ Qedried aeNdSofpérating 0 & S &
individual justice? Do you possess a stubborn refusal to give up your @sleg into your prayer life.

Do you expect others to give up their rights for you? Are you determined to see

justice carried out in your favour, regardless of the cost? T Ask Gods protection
against pride in your life

Or, have you willingly decided that you are not the most important person in your
life and that your rights, aglid as theynaybe, are secondary to the interests of ,
thers? That is the example of Christ and the attittmlevhich Paul has called us myselfin check when |
9 T i P ; ] ] o o begin to elevate myself or
in Philippians 2. It is the attitude which will maintain unity in the church. begin to feel entitled. Help

me to keep the humble
example of Christ in the
forefront of my mind and
heart.6

Dear Lord, kelp me to put

9 Pray that God would help
you to develop a Biblical
worldview.

Dear Father, brgive me
for not being considerate
of others. Help me to not
only be conscious of the
needs and feelings of
others, but to actively seek
to serve them.

(2-11)111
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Although beginning and So many of ouralational issues are caused when we dem#rerights to which
we believe we are entitled. We have in our minds an idea of where we belong in
the social pecking order and we fight to stay thevéhen we are offended by
others it is because we have not betegated as we think we deserve. Or, it could
marked by a succession be that we feel others have exalted themselves over us. Either way, our attitude
humble acts which is driven by a selfish determination to grasp our rights and to defend them at all
costs.This attitude is the exact opposite bfK NA & (i Q& @

ending in the glories of

Heaven, Chrif?a f .

ultimately lead to the

cross and the grave. Essential to unity in the church is a willingness to be offended and to receive hurts
- without retaliation. That soundenjustR2 S&ay Qi AGK ¢KI GQa SEI O
_':.’:;: E— times, for the sake of unity that we should forgo justice in favour of pe&oayo

through life seeking to right every wrong committed against us is to live a
miserable life of anxiety marked by shallow, and often damaged, relationships.

So, how are you doing? Have your relationships been damaged? Have they grown

cold? Have yowbecome distant from others because of offenseife you

tempted to think that it is only right to separate from such peddter all, who

needs that kind of negativity in their lives? If this is your attitude, you are in for a

world of hurt. Your life Wi be marked bya series of once close, but now cold,

relationships. You will find yourself continually nurturing bitterness and
For this v repeatedly justifying yourself in doing so. This is what happens when we are

determined to maintain ourightsat the expense bunity.
1 Read the passages

necessarytocomplete  al 805 &2dz KFyRtS 2FFSyasa 6Stto algos @
tr:edquestlons in this Maybe you are not harbouring bitterness towards others. This is great news, but
study. it is only a beginning. Christ is calling us to do much more than to handle offenses

1 Be sure to read the with grace. He wants us to have such a selfless attitude regarding our rights, that

quotes and other info we are willing to go the extra mile and actuaBrveone another.
found in the margins
of this study. Do you have this kind of attitude? Do your thoughts regarding your worth and
your rights enable you to humbberve others? Or do they make it a struggle?
1 Read all four chapters Have you barely forgiven others for violating your rights so that the best you can
of the book of do is offeryourself as a cordial acquaintance? Or do you freely relinquish all that
Philippians. you think you are entitled to in order tovingly serve people who are unworthy
of service?

9 Pay special attention
to Philippians2:5-11as
it will be the basis for
the next study.

My challenge to you is to check your heart for lingering resentment or animosity
towards people who have offended you. You must let it go. To try to maintain
such a tally your whole life long is to degtipourself for a life of bitter unrest. Be

like Christ¢ be willing to lay aside any rights or privileges, regardless of how

entitled you are to them. / é
“é' e

(2-11)112



PhilippiangGT2-11)

Discusssorr Point = Notsy

Jesus did not feel that he had to cling to his rights at all costs. Why do you

think we have such a hard time forgoing our rights?

How does the wdd think about their personal rights? How does the

world respond to injustices? How can you respond differently?

. What role do you think "the interests of others" should play in our lives?
Towhat degree do you think we should be willing to alter our lieeghe

sake of others?

Considering the example of the Corinthians suing one another, how
concerned do you think we should be about the reputation of the church

when determining whether or not we should demand our rights or seek
justice in our relationsips with fellow believers?

In what ways are you presentlyrseng others? In what ways have you

denied your rights in favour of thaterestsof others?

(2-11)113






PhilippiangGT2-11)

Chapter2:5-11 E—
The Pactice of Unity 6 Part2 What we find in the

second chapter of

Philippians 2:811 Hae this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ  Philippians is one of the
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a most thorough and
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. And bdmgnd in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. ~ arguments for loving
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name thatis harmony in the church.
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesu—— _==
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

theologicallyrich

Rivalry, competition, prideand thoughts of superiority kill unity. This is Fawl
point in our passage. He would¥e each of us adopt the mind of Christ when
dealing with one anotherAnd so, he offerse3usas the perfect examplef
humble, seHsacrifice.lIt is through this Christlike attitude of selflessness that
unity can be had and maintained within the church.

Last time we began to look at jusbw Jesus Chri&t life exemplifiechumility,
service and sacrifice. We saw that digested himself of rightful privilegeBhat

is, Jesus did not vievhis worth as something to be asserted, defended or
protected. Instead, he was willing téay aside the rights and privileges that
rightfully belorged to himin order to serve othersin this study we will continue
our profile of Chri®®@ humilityand learn that he enptied himself of all self
interest, hesacrificed himself in obedience to Gaddthat he was exaltethy God
the Father.

He Emptied Himself of All SeHinterest

Philippians 2:37 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this
mind among yourselves, which is yeos in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
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Serving others is to be tl
vocation of eve@hristian,
poor or rich. Counting oth

as more significant than
ourselves is to be the con

and sincere attitude of o1

souls. Looking out for th

interests of others is to |
descriptive of all who are |
of the Body of Christ.

R. Keéfugh

Hughes, R. Kent. Philippians, Colossians, an
Philemon(2 volumes in 1 / ESV Edition): The
Fellowship of the Gospel and The Supremacy
Christ (Preaching the Word) (Kindle Location:
14141416). Crossway. Kindle Edition.
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grasped,but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men.

Every Christian understands that Je<Disrist gave himself as a perfect sacrifice
on the cross in order to secure salvation &irwho would believebut, in order

to encourage the Philippians to unity, Paul would have them consider the series
of downward steps which Jesus Chrmbk on his way to the cross.

l'f 0K2dAK 06S3IAYYAYy3d YR SYyRAYy3 AybyiKS
a succession of humble acts whiglimately leadto the cross andyrave In an
attitude of perfect humility, le descended froniis position as exalted deity to
that of alowly man. He not only chose to become a man, but a man born to an
obscure family of little means. Hiescendedurther yet by being born of a virgin,
thus opening himseltip to ridicule and accusationHis humiliation contiued
during hisearthly ministry ashe chose to surround himself with the weak,
downtrodden and rejected of societyde continually faced hatred, rejection,
threats anddenunciations from his enemieven as he went about teachirige
ignorant and healinghe helplessYet, he never threatened in return. He did not
demand justice or honour. He did not revile those who hated him. Instead, he
remained forever meek and perfectly selflessarrying about his life on earth as

a humble servanof men

But, why dd he maintain such a spirit?

135.Look up Matthew 20:28. What did Jesus (the Son of Mahfome to do?
What did he come to do?

The shocking reality is that Jesus not only willingly laid aside his divine privileges
in order to become a man, but he did so in order to beconsmant of men

How does this apply to us? Look back at the context of Matthew 20:28. Begin
reading in vese 20.

136.Lookback at the context olatthew 20:28and read verses 2P8.

a. v21. What did the mother of James and John ask of Jesus?

=R
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The mother of James and John approached Jesus and asked him if he would give
her sons the chief position of honour when he sits on his throne in his kingdom.
This was a bold and audacious request! Upon first reading this passage you may
picture Jame and John cowering behind their mother embarrassingly as she
makes an outrageous request without their permission. Unfortunately for them,
the immediate context and the parallel passage in the gospel of Mark make it
clear that they accompanied their mothand were as much responsible for the
guestion as she was. These three were up to no good. Driven by pride and a sense
of entitlement, they sought exalted positions, not only over those whom Christ
would rule¢ but even over the other ten disciples!

b. v24.This was more than the other disciples could bétww did the
other ten disciples react when they heard this?

137.Look up theword indignantand write the definition below.

4
Dejine i
Pgter, Anlrew, Philip, Bartholgmew, Thomas, Mat-the-w, James, Thadqlaeus, inadiganant
Simon and Judas could not believe their ears. They mdignanttowards their
fellow disciples, and their mother. But why indignant? Is it because they thoughtadj.
it was out of place for anyorte ask such a thing? Or is it because they themselves
were each hoping for such an honour? The use of the vimijnantsuggests ~ feeling or showing ange
the latter. These men were outraged because they felt it would be unjust for or annoyance at what is
James and John to be chosen for such@molar ¢ over them. Their reaction may perceived as unfair
betray their own selfish motives. If this is the caie then all twelve of the disciplestre en
were poisoned by pridé YR 6 SQR SELISOUG WSesstz onli 2 %}n;\ @IS 0§KSY
humility. In fact, that is exactly what Jesus proceededd. - ==

138.Look up Matthew 20:2-27. Here Jesus makes a contrast between the way
the Gentile rulers behave and how he wanted his disciples to beliioe.
were they to be different?
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E—

Jesus Christ has called
to serve once another
without regard for
position, authority, our
worth or the worthiness

of others.
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b. v27. If one wanted to béirst among others, what must they be?

Christ answered the selfish request of James and John by stating explicitly that

there is no room for pride in the kingdom of G@sciples of Christ are to behave

like their Lord. Just as leame not to be served but to serve, and to give his life

as a ransom for manyso they were expected to live as servants anéxgend

GKSANI t A@Sa F2NJ GKS al1S 2F 20KSNBR® ¢ KA:
for all those who would be his followersincluding you and Wesus Christ has

called us toserve o another without regard for position, authoritypur worth

or the worthiness of others

Point ==

You may not seek positions of prominence over others, but how do you
respond when you see others doing so? Al
pegod? ,Dkethgdsaples, become indignant? When we respond to the

pride of others this way, we reveal the pride that exists in our own hearts.

T
-

-
-
S

In our passage, Pagkts forth Chrig@ hunility not merely as atrait to be
admired, butasan example tdoe followed. Jesusnade himself nothingn order
to set the standardor all of ourinterpersonalrelationshipsHe has now called us
to adopt the very same attitude
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Unity Through Humility =

We camot serve others if we are pridefulhristlike humility is the key to spiritual
unity. If we are tdook not only to [ourpwn interests, but also to the interestsof 0 € he di VeésH
othersthen we must firsempty ourselves of all seiifiterest. This is exactly what  of His divine nature, for t

Christ did. Before he came as a servantitale himself nothing2:7). was impossi

There is much unnecessary theologicahmgling over what it means that Christ  glories, the prerogatives
GYFRS KAYaAStT y20KAYy3Aeé¢d tldd Aa yz2i YI“[DAeyfqy gU
nature of the incarnation here. His point is simply that Jesus Christ willingly laid

aside his own worth, and &b which that worth enitled him, in order to serve

others. The worthy one counted himself unworthy in order to treat the unworthy F F B ru c
ones as worthy. He gave up what he deserved in order to treat us as we did not '

deserve.

Bruce, F F.. Philippians (Understanding the Bil

Unity in the church requireshe exact samemind shift. We mist make a Commentary Sefies) (p. 70). Baker Fultifig
deliberate choice to reject our natural bent towards seeing ourselves as most Sroup.Kinde Edon
important andthen purposefully decid to count others as more important than

ourselves (2:3). In other wordsie will never be able to serve others as long as

we view ourselesas those who ought to be served/e will never be able to

follow Christ as long ase are marked byride.

139.Look upJohn 13:117. In this very familiar passage we find the disciples D —
with Christ in the upper room just prior to the Passover meal. What did

Jesus ddor his disciples? [ K NFh@milit, &is

example of service and t

call for us to follow him ir

both, leave no room

You can imagine how dirty the sandded feet of the average Jew would become Within the church for prid

as they walked through the dry, dusty paths of their day. It was the humble task or social hierarchy.
of the house servant, or slave, to wash the dust off the feet of visiting guests. Th@\/hoever would be great

KdzYAT AT GAy3 yIGdz2NE 2F GKAa GlFral] Aad NBFESOGSR Ay

Christ to wash his feet (v8). So, why did Christ, the Lord of glory, humble himsénfUSt be servant. Whoew

to perform the lowly task of a slave? would be first, must be

: . slave.
a. According to verse 13, who is Jesus?

b. According to verse 135, what lesson was Jeswsathing his disciples?
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Just as Jesus viewed us
something we were nog c. According to verse 16, what relationship does a servant have to his

. e master?
worthy of his sacrificial

service. So too, we shou

view others as more

significant than ourselve: ) . C
Jesus is sure to point out that he was the Lord and Master over his disciples. Not

whether or not it is true. because he was demanding honour and respect, but so that theydco
- understand the significance of what he had done. If he, their Lord, was willing to
-= serve them asf he were alowly servant, then they would need to follow his

example. Because a servant is not greater than his master, they should never seek
to exalt hemselves to a degree greater than he did during his earthly ministry. As
their Lord, he set the example of a lowly servant, to seek a greater position than
that would be violate his example and to renounce their discipleship.

-

Do you realize that when you refuse to see others,you arenot only exalting
yourself over them, but that you arexalting youself over Chris? Your
unwillingness to humble yourself beforethers isa declarationthat you are
worthier of respect than Christ whdwumbly gave his life as senant for
others.A high view of ourselvegand be separated from a low view of Christ.

/ KNRA &G Qa K dzebffsénice and Hiskall fordug tb flladt him in both,
leave no room within the church for pride or social hierarchy. Whoever would
be great, must be servant. Whoever would be first, must be slave.

LGQA AYLRNIFYyG G2 y2d3dnétadbly dnageivheh K NRA & { ¢
he came to serve others. He was well aware of the fact that helwad and

Masterd | S dzy RSNARG22R GKIG KS gl a GKS aFANH
2yS K2 AaYFIRS (GKS ¢g2NIRa¢ +yR BaAMKIKSOR S
None of this changed. He was the worthy one to whom all of creation owed
worship and praise. He did not serve others because he was unworthy. He served

othersdespite of his worthiness.
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Why is it important for us to realize this? First, so that wad an accurate Wﬂm
understanding of the nature of Christ. Second, so that we have a Biblical
understanding of humility.

Humility is not a submissiveness born out of thoughts of inferiority. Rather, it is a
willing renouncement of our worth and anything to igh that worth might
entitle us. It is a purposeful laying down of our riglpisvilegesand interests with

a determination to view others and their interests as more important than our
own ¢ regardless ofvhat the realityis. Just as Jesus viewed us amsthing we
were notg worthy of his sacrificial service. So too, we should view others as more
significant than ourselves, whether or not it is true.

| dzYAf AGe R2Sa y20G aresx daL Y  oNBGOKXZ (GKSNBT2NB
GwS3aF NRf Saa thecdmpétes fo otifeds, | évill Waw them asrthier
than [, their interests as more importarthan mine and their needs as a higher
priority than my owrb Humility empties itself of all seifterest in order to be
able tocount others as more significatttan itself. It makesitself nothing and
takes on the form of a servant

Point ==

Were you aware that being humble does not mean that you think poorly of

yourself? Did you know that you can have a healthy understanding of your
worth, your abilities and your potetial while also exercising humility?
Remember that when you refuse honour, respect o1

because you arendtdi wdst begcafuseugyglhuvbhienrgpeade—a——

purposefuldecision to forgo them for the sake of others.

Chris® humilityand hiscommitmentto serve others so complete that it took
him all the way to the cross where he sacrificed himself in obedience to God.

He Sacrificed Hims# in Obedience to God

Philippians 2:588 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servantheing born in the likeness of men. And being
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His death was obedience
God, because by it He cal
out the Father's will for tt
salvation of the world, Hi
death is the greatest insta
of unselfish sedfcrifice, an
the loftiest example of lool
on the 'things of others' tt
the world has ever seen.
dwindles in significance,
pathos, and in power to
us to imitation unless wt
clearly see the divine glor
the eternal Lord as the
background of the gentl
lowliness of the Man of

Sorrows, and the Cross

Alexandeid
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found in human form,he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.

If we are to serve others, considering thevarthier than ourselves, then we must
change our enti outlook on life. We must reject the dalo-common attitudes

of rivalry, competition, and jealousy and embrace an attitude of humility,
encouragement and selflessness. This is far from easy while living life in this
world. Everything around us seems toresam for seHprotection and sel
promotion. If we are not careful, we can easily be swept up into this torrent of
selfishness and begin to behave just like the unbelieving masses around us. We
can begin to believe that selfishness is necessary as aesimgiter of survival.
Jesus Christ however, adopted an attitude radically different from the world
around him and is calling us to do the same. So, how do we do it?

C2dzyRIFGA2YIf (2 /KNRAaGQa FoAfAGe G2 fAQD:
a pesspective which placed his relationship with the Father above all others.
Obedience towards God was the primary motivator in His life. Everything that He
did, he did in order to please the Father. Armed with this attitude, Christ was able
tolifthseyesa2 @S G(KS Yl aasSa yR FANNEE FTAE (f

life. He was unmoved by the judgments and pressures of men because he had
embraced a heavenly perspective and was driven by love and loyalty towards the
Father.

When we serve others in huritil, we do so out of obedience to God. It is out of
love and loyalty to him that we treat others as more significant than ourselves.
Why is this an important thing to remember? Because the common temptation
is to resist serving others for fear that theylMdegin to think that they are our
masters. We refuse to humble ourselves because we fear that others will take the
opportunity to exaltthemselves. We feel that if we let our selfotective guard
down, we will lose status in this life. All of these fearelt away when we adopt

a persistent, heavenly perspective in which obedience to Gt future
commendation from hinis our primary concern. Consider the example of Christ.

140.Look upJohn 4:34What do you think Jesus meant when he referred to
obediencel 2 D2 RQafood?A £ f | & KA &

141.Look up John 8:29. What was it that Jealwgays did?
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The King of Glory, the

creator and sustainer of

142.Look up John 5:30; John 6:38; John 14:31; John 15:10; John 17:4 and the universe, died for
Hebrews 10:7. Summarize the common theme. sinners. He did so, not il

response to our

worthiness, but in

ebedience to the Worthy

One. He served others i

obedience to God.

Jesus Christ came to serve others (Matt 20:28; Luke 22:27) and as the verses ™ ==
above show us, he did so asnatter of obedience to God.

Ly GKS FAYIf K2dz2NER 2F / KNAadQa tAFST 6S FTAYR KAY
of Gethsemane. There, faced with the reality of the excruciating death which

awaited him, he prayed to the Father and asKbty Father, ifi be possible, let

thiscup passfromnmeé¢ WS&adza ¢l a |aiAy3d GKS CIFOKSNI AT G§KSNB
to accomplish what was coming on the cross. This however was not an expression

2F dzyoAff AYyIYSBATRYAAKSRAKDI evRdbdREES &0 OGKA& ol & aX
not as | will, but as you willJesus lived in complete submission to the Father and

this obedience took him all the way to the cross. There he was crucified, on behalf

of others, in obedience to God (Php 2:8).

The King of Glory, the creator andsginer of the universe, died for sinners. He
did so, not in response to our worthiness, but in obedience to the Worthy One.
He served others in obedience to God.

Serving others out of service to God is what enables to serve despite the
worthiness of thos we are serving. Ultimately, we genuinely love and sincerely
serve others because we love and obey God. We can look past the faults, failures
and worthiness of our brothers and sisters in Christ because their worthiness is
never a determining factor in vether or not we serve.
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Note$ Heflectior Point =

Do you consider how you relate to others as a matter of
obedience toward God?

-

-
-

-
R e

He Was Exalted by God the Father

Philippians 2:511Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the foraf God, did not count

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing,

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being
found in human form,he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the

point of death, even dath on a crossTherefore God has highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Ltod,
the glory of God the Father.

C2tt26Ay3 /KNAAGQE AYyOINYIFGA2YSZ Kdzvof $ °

death upon the cross, he rose from the dead. His resurrection and subsequent
SEFtdFrdA2y 61 & GKS CI (KSNRffirmatighdhatSNJ (2 K.

he was the very Son of God (Rom 1:4).

Although Jesusas the Son of Gotiplds a position as Lord and Christ which
none other could hold, his exaltation by God the Father is consistent with a

biblical principle which applies to each . d'hat is, God answers genuine
humility with honour.

143.LookProverbs 15:33 and Proverbs 29:23. What do we learn here about

the haughtyand proud?What do we learn about thiowly andhumble?
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144, Write out Matthew 23:12. In the final analysis, this
passage stands at the heart
of Paul's understanding of
God. Christ serves as pattern,
to be sure; but he does so as
the One who most truly
expresses God's nature. That

this is what God is like is the

underlying Pauline point; and

While God honours humility and exalts the lowly, he actively opposes those Wh@ince God is in the process of

are proud (James 4:6). This should serve as wonderful encouragementat us re-creating us in his image,

we pursue a life of humble service towards others. We should recognize that an{pis becomes the heart of the
position, status, acclaim or honour which we forfait this life will pale in present appeal. Thus we are

comparison to what God has in store for us in eternity. ,,ni(;:itceigeg;' d'?,o Sys\'lwgmz 4o

but to have his very mind, the
145.Look up Isaiah 57:18Vhich type of prson will God welcome into his mind of Christ, developed in
presence? us, so that we too bear God's
image in our attitudes and
relationships within the
Christian communityfi and
beyond.

Fee, Gordon D.. Philippians
(The Ivp New Tgtament

Commentary Series) (p.
Essential to &£hristian worldview is an understanding that this present, earthly  102). Intervarsity PressA.

life is not all that there is. There is eternal life awaiting us where we will find Kindle Edition.
ourselves in the presence of God forever. This reality should affect the way we

live and relate to othershere and now. Jesus Christ possessed this attitude. He

understood that beyond the cross was an exalted position awaiting him at the

right hand of God.

135.Look up Hebrews 12:2.2 KI 4G A& A0 GKFG Syl of SR wSadza G2 aS
cross?
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W POINT

Consider

learned and incorporating it
into your prayer life.

9 Ask God tohelp you to

1

handle the pride of others
graciously.

dFather, vwhen others are
behaving pridefully, help
me to not respond in kind.
Help me to respond to
their pride with Christlike
humility.6

Check your lifefor
hypocrisy.

Dear Lord, brgive me for
receiving Christ's humble
sacrifice for me, while
refusing to show humility
and sacrfice for others6

Ask God D help you
understand and apply a
biblical understanding of
humility.

Dear Lord,please help me
to have abiblical
understanding of humility.
Help me to learn that | do
not have to defend my
own worth or reputation
before others because my
identity is secure in youd

(2-11)126
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Jesus Christ lived a life of humble service towards others. He refused to avail
himself to his rights and privileges and made the needs of others his chief
concern. He did all of his with an eye on the future. He understood that genuine
humility would be honoured by God. He understood that the only exaltation that
mattered was from theFather and such honour came only to those who were
willing to forfeit it in this life. The Apostle Paul has called us to follow his example.

Point =

Are you living for the future? Or are you concerned about attaining status,

honour and respect in this life ogl? Try to allow how you relate to others to

be controlled by the reality that God honours humility and that meaningful
exaltation awaits you in his presence.

<=
-
==

Upon his ealtation, Jesus Christ sdbwn at the right hand of the FathgiHeb
1:3). He sits in a position gére-eminenceover the church and will one day
exercise his Lrdship over the entire worldEph 1:22; Rev 11:15His pesent
authority and future domination should remind us that everyone, in all places,
will one day bow their knee before hi(Rhp 2:911). How does this encourage us
to serve others? lteminds s thatthe most unworthy of peoplgeven those who

do not appeciate our service, will one daubmit to the authority of our Lord.
Theymay reject the meekness of Christ that they see inas, but they will not

be able to escape the authority of Chnighen he returns

In other words, all thenjusticesthat we observe or experience in this life are
temporary. Christ wilbne day set all thirgjaright andvill rule with perfect justice
(Isa 9:7 Rev 19:1) This however is only a consolation if Wwave an attitude
which values Chri& future justice more than we value oright to justice here
and now.This is the exchange of values which every disciple of Giivaildbe
willing to makeg andmust make if her she is going to serve others the wagd
would have us to.
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Selflesst serve othersvith aspirit of genune humilityin response to thexample
of JesusChrig and in obedience to God the Fathamderstanding that in the end,
God will honour youpresent, earthly humilitywith future, heavenly exaltation.
This is Pa® message in a nutshel

In order tosucceed irthis, we must first lay aside our own pride and with it any
claim to rights,justice or privilege. We d@ do this because weeel we are
unworthy of honouror because wéeel we do2deserve rights or privilegdsut
because we have deemed the good of others as more itapbthan our own
interests.

This is hard. Very harédopting sich an attitude igraught with danger. If | give
up my rights, othes will take adantage of me! If Idrgo my privilegesdl become

a doormat! If | humble myself, others will exalt themselves over me! These fears

melt away when we understand thatue joy, happiness, security and exaltation
come from Godn response to obdienceandnot through maintaining status in
this life.

How about you? Have you refused to humbly serve others out of ptalg@ur

life marked by a continuadefense of your own rights and privileges? Do you
make much of yourself and little of others? learoubehaved like one who ought

to be served instead of one who lives to serve others? If sd@gdailed to follow

the example of ChristWorse thanthis, youRe actually exalted youedf over 1
Christ.YouRe determinedthat although he was willing to lay aside his irgsts

for others, youdo not have the same willingnesghis is not the attitude of a
genuine disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Bagin to look for waysvithin your relatonships that you can serve others. Adjust T
your attitude towards your own rights and privileg@nd look for opportunities

to concern yourselfwith the interests of othersBegin to view your relationships

as opportunities to giveand not take. Begin to see othersot as objects of self
fulfillment butas peopleo serve.Begin to look for ways to actively erggawith 1
others for their spiritual good. In short, be on the constant lookout for
opportunities to act ad respond selflessly just like CGrist. The promise from
God to you is that he will honour your humilitydanswer it with a peace and
joy. He wil give you fa more than you think you are gaining bying for and
defending your own seihterest.

ot o

For this v
Read the passages
necessary to complete
the questions in this
study.

Be sure to read the
guotes and other info
found in the margins
of this study.

Read all four chapters
of the book of
Philippians.

Pay special attention
to Philippians2:1218
as it will be the basis
for the next study.
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Discusssorr Point =

How do you respond when you see others behaving pridefully? Are you
tempted to "knock them down a peg®hy do youeel this wayWVhat
do you think would be aore helpful response?

How would you describe someone who is willing to accept Christ's
humble sacrifice for himself but is unwilling to behave humbly and
sacrificially with other people?

. Why  you think some people might fear humbling themselves before

others?

Do you think the way humility is described in this study is helpful? Why
or why not?

How might it be helpful to realize that serving others is a matter of
obedience towards God mord&an it is a response to the worthiness of
others?

How should the fact that God honours humility and rewards service
encourage us to live in this life?



