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Christian Beliefs 
20 BASICS EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD KNOW 

 

by Wayne Grudem 

 

 

 

Knowing and understanding basic Christian beliefs is 

important for every Christian. People who don’t know 

what the Bible teaches will have no ability to 

distinguish truth from error, and they will be like 

“children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 

about by every wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14) 

 
 

 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

God doesn’t call every Chris-

tian to go off to seminary, but 

there are certain matters of 

doctrine — that is, the 

church’s teaching — that 

every Christian simply must 

know. Theology is important 

because what we believe 

affects how we live. If you’re 

a relatively new believer in 

Jesus, or if you’re a more 

mature Christian looking for a 

quick brush-up on basics of 

the faith, Christian Beliefs is 

for you. This readable guide 

to twenty basic Christian 

beliefs is a condensation of 

Wayne Grudem’s award-

winning book on systematic 

theology, prized by pastors 

and teachers everywhere. He 

and his son, Elliot, have 

boiled down the essentials of 

Christian theology for the 

average layperson and made 

them both clear and applica-

ble to life.  
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Chapter 1 

What is the Bible 

 
1. If we want to be responsible in looking at Christian beliefs, what basis 

should we use? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why is it such a serious matter to disbelieve or disobey the words in the 

Bible? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Since God claims that the words of Scripture are his own, what does that say 

for scriptures authority? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Because the Bible is authoritative, how does it relate to all other truth 

claims? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

As God's very words, the 

words of scripture are more 

than simply true; they are 

truth itself.  They're the final 

measure by which all 

supposed in truth is to be 

gauged. 
 

 

 
 

 All Scripture is breathed 

out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, 

~ 

1 TIMOTHY 3:16
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5. What does the necessity of Scripture mean? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What does the sufficiency of Scripture mean? What should it encourage us 

to do? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) How does the fact that all the words in the Bible are God’s words, affect 

the way that we should view and relate to it? 

 

b) How will someone who believes the Bible is authoritative read it 

differently than someone who does not believe the Bible is the 

authority? Give examples from your own life of times when you 

submitted to the authority of the word of God. 

 

c) Have you ever been discouraged in your Bible reading? What lead to 

this discouragement? How did you overcome it?  

 

d) Discuss your personal habits of Bible reading. When do you read? How 

much do you read? Which portions do you read? Etc. 

 

Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The Bible 
 

 The Bible is God’s 

revelation of himself to 

mankind. 

 

 Titles for the word of God 

include – Bible, Canon, 

Scripture, Writings, Word 

of God, Law, Prophets, and 

Psalms.  

 

 The Old Testament is 

comprised of 39 books. 17 

historical books; 5 

poetical/wisdom books; 17 

prophetical books. 

 

 The New Testament is 

comprised of 27 books. 5 

historical books; 21 

doctrinal epistles and 1 

prophetical book. 

 

 The Bible is inspired. This is 

the process by which God 

worked through human 

prophets, directing them 

to write His words without 

destroying their individual 

personalities or styles in 

producing divinely 

authoritative writings. 

 

 The scriptures claim to be 

the very words of God. 

 

 The Bible was written over 

1600 years by 40 different 

authors yet remains 

remarkably consistent. Its 

prophecies have been 

fulfilled, and it has proven 

to be historically accurate. 
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Chapter 2 

What is God Like? 

 
7. God made man in his image. For this reason, we share some of his 

attributes. Which attributes of God can be clearly seen in man? Which 

can’t? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. The author lists 23 attributes of God in this chapter. Can you list them 

below?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Each of God's attributes 

represent one aspect of his 

character; they each provider 

us with a perspective on who 

he is.  And they also provide 

us with some perspective on 

who he has made us to be. 
 

 

 
 

It is evident, by both 

Scripture and reason, that 

God is infinitely, eternally, 

unchangeably, and 

independently glorious 

and happy: that He 

cannot be profited by, or 

receive any thing from, 

the creature 

~ 

JONATHAN EDWARDS 
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9. Serious errors in our understanding of who God is sometimes arise by a 

simple over-emphasis or under-emphasis of one or more of his attributes. 

Can you think of an example of such an error? Why is it important to 

understand that God is all of these things equally? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

a) Why do you think it is important to study the character and attributes of 

God? 

 

b) Is there a particular attribute of God which stood out to you in this 

chapter? What was it? and Why? 

 

c) Are there any attributes of God taught in this chapter that you have a 

difficult time accepting or that make you uncomfortable? What are 

they? Why do they make you feel this way? 

 

d) God has chosen to reveal himself to us in the Bible. Therefore, if 

someone wants to know God, they must give themselves to studying 

the scriptures. Do your habits of Bible study reflect a serious desire to 

know God? How so? If not, what can you do to increase your desire to 

know God?  

 

e) Discuss with your Growth Partner the attributes of God found in the 

sidebar. How do each of these affect your relationship with God? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God is: 
 

 Holy: Entirely separate 

from evil. He is absolutely 

pure and perfect. 

 

 Righteous/Just: He always 

acts in accordance with 

what is right and just. 

 

 Sovereign: He is the 

supreme authority and 

highest power.  

 

 Eternal: He has no 

beginning and no end. He 

has always existed.  

 

 Immutable: God is 

unchanging. 

 

 Omniscient: God knows 

all things – past, present 

and future. 

 

 Omnipresent: God is 

everywhere at all times. 

 

 Omnipotent: God is all-

powerful. 

 

 Love: God is love.  

 

 Truth: God is the final 

standard of truth. 

 

 Merciful: God is 

compassionate toward 

sinful men. 

 

 Wrath: God is wrathful 

toward sin and will judge 

every sin. 
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Chapter 3 

What is the Trinity? 

 
10. What are some key passages which do not use the word “trinity” but which 

clearly imply the triune nature of God? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Within the Trinity there is equality but there is also authority and 

submission. Explain how this plays out within the Trinity. (pg 40)  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

12.  Why is it extremely important that the mystery of the Trinity be true? (pg 

39) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Within the Trinity there is absolute equality yet there remains an 

authority/submission relationship. The Spirit submits to Christ and 

Christ submits to the Father, yet one is not superior over the other. How 

is this arrangement reflected in Marriage? 

 

 
 

The Trinity is one of those 

mysteries we can only 

describe in part. 
 

 

 
 

God has no needs that I 

could ever be required to 

satisfy. God has no 

deficiencies that I might 

be required to supply. He 

is complete in Himself. He 

is overflowing with 

happiness in the 

fellowship of the Trinity 

~ 

JOHN PIPER 
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Chapter 4 

What is Creation? 

 
13. How do the vastness of the universe and the complexity of creation make 

you feel about God? Yourself? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

14.  How does God’s creation bring Him glory? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

15.  God initially described all of his creation as “good”. That was before sin 

entered the world. Where do we see the effects of sin on God’s creation? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) One of the purposes of God’s creation is to point to him as the creator 

and to bring him glory. How has man sought to destroy this vital 

purpose? 

 

b) Describe a time when you found yourself marvelling at God’s creation. 

 
 

Creation 
 

 God made all things in 6 

says and ceased from his 

work on the 7
th

 day. 
 

 The order of creation: 

 

 First day: The heavens and 

the earth. Heavens include 

everything beyond earth – 

including space. Light is 

created. 

 

 Second day: The 

atmosphere is created. 

 

 Third day: Land appears, is 

separated from the seas. 

All plant life is created. 

 

 Fourth day: Sun, moon and 

heavenly bodies including 

stars are created. 

 

 Fifth day: Birds and sea life 

are created.  

 

 Sixth day: Every creature 

which lives on land, 

including man. 

 

 Seventh day: God ceases 

his work on the seventh 

day and blesses it, making 

it holy. 
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Chapter 5 

What is Prayer? 

 
16.  Why does God want us to pray?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

17.  What should disqualify us from requesting anything of a holy God? Why 

doesn’t it disqualify us? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

18.  At times there are situations where it isn’t abundantly clear what God’s will 

is. How should we pray at these times? (pg 50) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) What is something that you have been asking God for recently through 

prayer? Discuss an answer to prayer that you have received. 

 

b) Discuss a time that God did not answer prayer in the way you hoped. 

How did you deal with this? 

 

c) What do you find the most difficult about prayer? 

 
 

How Do We Pray? 
see Matthew 6:6-15 

 

 Approach God as your 

Heavenly Father. We have 

been adopted into his 

family and are now 

granted this privilege. 

 

 Begin with praise for who 

he is and what he has 

done. 

 

 Express your desire for his 

Kingdom to come and for 

his will to be done. Every 

believer ought to have a 

holy discontentment while 

in this world coupled with 

a sincere longing for God 

and his will to rule 

supreme – something we 

are promised will come in 

the future. 

 

 Express your dependence 

upon God by asking for his 

provision. 

 

 Confess your sin to him, 

asking his forgiveness 

while forgiving those who 

have wronged you. 

 

 Express your desire for 

holiness and your hatred 

for sin, by asking him to 

keep you from sin and 

temptation. 

 

 Remember, the model 

prayer in Matthew 6 is a 

daily prayer. We are 

dependent upon God 

every day!  
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Chapter 6 

What are Angels, Satan, and Demons 

 

19. List some things we have in common with angels. List some differences. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What are some of the activities of angels? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What are some of the things that the Bible tells us about Satan? Why should 

we be on guard against Satan? What are some of the limitations of Satan’s 

power? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) It is dangerous to ignore the reality that Satan exists and is active. It is 

also dangerous to overemphasise Satan’s power and influence. Discuss 

examples of times when you or others have been guilty of doing either 

of these.

 
 

Angels, Satan, Demons 
 

 Angels are created spiritual 

beings. 

 

 Because angels are spirit 

beings they have no 

bodies, yet can appear 

with a form when they 

choose to. 

 

 Angels serve as God’s 

ministers and messengers. 

 

 Angels are not equal to 

God. They are his created 

beings.  

 

 A portion of the angelic 

realm rebelled against 

God. Lucifer was their 

leader. 

 

 Lucifer or Satan, is not the 

evil equivalent of God. He 

is an inferior created 

being. He is not all-

powerful nor is he always-

present. 

 

 A large number of angels 

rebelled against God with 

Satan. They are referred to 

as “fallen angels” or 

demons. 

 

 Satan is not present 

everywhere, but his 

influence is. Satan and his 

demons have influenced 

every aspect of our society. 

This is why he is referred 

to as “the prince of the 

power of the air” 
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Chapter 7 

What is Man? 

 
22.  For what purpose were we created? How do we fulfill this purpose? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

23.  What does it mean to be created in God's image? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

24.  Sin has partly distorted God’s image in us. How is this image being 

restored? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) How can we bring God glory? 

 

b) The fact that man, unlike any other creature, is made in the image of 

God gives human life incredible value. How should we as individuals or a 

society at large recognize the value of all human life? What is some 

evidence that our world has lost this recognition of the value of all 

human life?

 
 

Mankind – Born Sinners 
 

 Genesis 8:21 

…for the intention of 

man's heart is evil from 

his youth.. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 7:20  

Surely there is not a 

righteous man on earth 

who does good and never 

sins. 

 

 Psalm 51:5  

Behold, I was brought 

forth in iniquity, and in sin 

did my mother conceive 

me. 

 

 Psalm 58:3  

The wicked are estranged 

from the womb; they go 

astray from birth, 

speaking lies. 

 

 Romans 5:12  

Therefore, just as sin 

came into the world 

through one man, and 

death through sin, and so 

death spread to all men 

because all sinned— 

 

 Romans 3:23  

For all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of 

God, 

 

 Romans 5:19  

For as by the one man's 

disobedience the many 

were made sinners, so by 

the one man's obedience 

the many will be made 

righteous. 
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Chapter 8 

What is Sin? 

 
25. What is sin? Why does God hate it? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

26.  Our inherited tendency to sin does not mean that we are as bad as we 

could be. What does it mean? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What is not affected when a Christian sins? What is affected? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) How has your view of your own sin changed since you became a 

Christian? 

 

b) God willingly and faithfully forgives us when we ask Him. How have you 

leaned on this privilege as a Christian? What comfort has it provided? 

 
 
Sin is any failure to conform 

to the moral law of God in 

act, attitude, or nature. 
 

 

 
 

Sin is the treason against 

a perfectly pure 

Sovereign. It is an act of 

supreme ingratitude 

toward the One to whom 

we owe everything, to the 

One who has given us life 

itself 

~ 

R.C. SPROUL 
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Chapter 9 

Who is Christ? 

 
28.  Why was it necessary that Jesus be fully human?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

29.  What does Christ’s humanity allow him to do for us? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

30.  What does the author describe as “probably the most amazing miracle of 

the entire Bible?” 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) What is it about Christ’s humanity that comforts or encourages you? 

What about his deity?  

 

b) Jesus Christ is fully God, yet he took on a human nature and suffered on 

the cross. What does this say about Christ’s humility? What can we 

learn from this?

 
 
In Jesus God and man became 

one person, a person unlike 

anyone else the world has 

ever seen or will ever see.  

Jesus Christ was, and forever 

will be, fully God and fully 

man in one person. 
 

 

 
 

For we affirm His divinity 

so joined and united with 

His humanity that each 

retains its distinctive 

nature unimpaired, and 

yet those two natures 

constitute one Christ 

~ 

JOHN CALVIN 
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Chapter 10 

What is the Atonement? 

 
31.  Why was it necessary for Jesus to come and live a perfect life on earth? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Why was it necessary that Jesus die? Could he have saved us in some other 

way? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

33.  Why was it necessary that Christ not only die for us but that he also live a 

life of perfect obedience to God? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) How does the reality of the atonement make you feel towards God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ? How can you express these feelings? 

 

b) Christ suffered in order to reconcile you to God. What value should this 

place upon the relationship you now have with the Father? 

 
 

He died in place of sinners 

that He might purchase their 

freedom, reconcile them to 

God, and thereby satisfy the 

righteous demands of a holy 

God. – The Moody Handbook 

of Theology 

 

The atonement is the climax of 

God's project to put the world 

to right through the cross of 

Jesus. The atonement brings 

God's people into God's place 

under God's reign to share in 

God's holy, loving glory on 

account of the love 

demonstrated in the cross and 

the justice satisfied on the 

cross. – The Christian Faith, 

Michael Horton 

 

Christ's sacrifice accomplishes 

a number of things. Expiation - 

this means that Jesus bore our 

sins, took them on himself and 

therefore did away with them; 

propitiation - this means that 

he bore the wrath and anger 

of God that was due our sin; 

reconciliation - since we are 

now righteous in God's sight 

(expiation), and he is no 

longer angry with us 

(propitiation), we are 

reconciled, no longer enemies; 

redemption - this means 

literally buying back 

something. His sacrifice on the 

cross was an act of great 

value, and it purchased for 

him a people for his own 

possession. So we belong to 

God, both by creation and 

redemption – Systematic 

Theology, John Frame 
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Chapter 11 

What is the Resurrection? 

 
34.  Why is it important that Jesus rose from the dead? What would the affect 

be if he had not risen from the dead? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. List some of the results of the resurrection? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

36.  Describe the honour that Christ received after his ascension. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Discuss the ways in which your views of death and the grave changed 

once you learned about the resurrection. 

 

b) How does the fact that you will receive a new, perfect body upon your 

resurrection help you to cope with physical suffering and pain in this 

life?

 
 

Jesus' work on earth didn't 

end with his life and death. If 

it had ended there, "our 

preaching is in vain ... your 

faith is in vain ... your faith is 

futile,” and "we are of all 

people most to be pitied" (1 

Cor. 15:14-19) 
 

 

 
 

..because he has fixed a 

day on which he will 

judge the world in 

righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed; 

and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead." 

~ 

ACTS 17:31 
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Chapter 12 

What is Election? 

 
37. How do you feel about the doctrine of election? Why? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

38.  How does the fact that you were chosen by God according to his own will 

and not according to your works provide you with confidence regarding the 

security of your salvation? (You can’t lose your salvation) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

39.  How does the doctrine of election encourage us to share the gospel? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

40.  What are some negative consequences of believing that election is 

ultimately based on our decisions? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Paul knew that God has 

chosen some people to be 

saved, and he saw this as an 

encouragement - not 

discouragement - to preach 

the gospel, even if it meant 

enduring great suffering. 

Election was Paul's 

guarantee that there would 

be some success for his 

evangelism... 
 

 

 
 

Election is an act of God 

before creation in which he 

chooses some people to be 

saved, not on account of any 

foreseen merit in them, but 

only because of his sovereign 

good pleasure. 
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41.  Based upon what you’ve learned in this chapter, how would you respond to 

someone who accuses God of being “unfair” ? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

42.  What are some examples of “common grace”? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) The fact that God chooses us according to his own divine election 

means that when you repented of your sins and believed the gospel, it 

was because God had chosen you to salvation. How does this make you 

feel? 

 

b) Why do you think God chose to make salvation a matter of divine 

election on His part and not according to works or choice on our part? 

 

c) To accept the doctrine of divine election is to be willing to accept God as 

completely sovereign over us. Why might someone resist this doctrine? 

 

d) Some may ask “if each person’s ultimate destiny is determined by God, 

then how can this be fair?” How did Paul respond to a similar objection? 

(pg 85) 

 

e) How does the doctrine of election help to keep you humble? 

 

 
 

In past generations he 

allowed all the nations to 

walk in their own ways.  

Yet he did not leave 

himself without witness, 

for he did good by giving 

you rains from heaven 

and fruitful seasons, 

satisfying your hearts with 

food and gladness."  

~ 

ACTS 14:16-17 
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Chapter 13 

What Does it Mean to Become a Christian? 

 
43. What are three key elements that should be part of every gospel call? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

44. What is God’s promise to everyone who responds in faith to the gospel call? 

________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

45. What should a regenerated person expect? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

46. Trust involves two aspects: repentance and faith. What is repentance? What 

is faith? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Discuss the events surrounding your salvation and baptism. 

 
 

One who has true saving 

faith has moved from 

investigating Jesus' claims to 

believing that these claims 

are true and from believing 

these claims are true to 

trusting in Jesus for 

forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life with God. 
 

 

 
 

Christ will always accept 

the faith that puts 

its trust in Him. 

~ 

ANDREW MURRAY 
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Chapter 14 

What are Justification and Adoption? 

 
47. What does it mean to be justified? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

48.  In order to justify us, what does God do with our sins? What does he do 

with Christ’s righteousness? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

49.  What are some of the benefits of adoption that we experience now? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) If you are a Christian you’ve been declared righteous by God. He has 

done this, not according to your works, but in response to Christ’s 

sacrifice on the cross for your sins and your subsequent faith in Christ. 

This means that justification was very costly. How does this make you 

feel about your justification?  

 

b) What does it mean to you to be adopted into the family of God?

 
 

Justification is God's action 

pronouncing sinners righteous 

in his sight. We have been 

forgiven and declared to have 

fulfilled all that God's law 

requires of us. – Christian 

Theology, Millard J. Erickson 

 

We are children of God by 

adoption, which is a fruit of 

our justification. When we are 

reconciled to God, He brings 

us into His family. The church 

is a family with one Father and 

one Son, and everyone else in 

the family is adopted. - R.C. 

Sproul, Everyone's a 

Theologian 

 

Adoption is an act of the free 

grace of God, in and for his 

only Son Jesus Christ, to make 

partakers of the grace of 

adoption: by which they are 

taken into the number, and 

enjoy the liberties and 

privileges of the children of 

God; have his name put upon 

them; receive the Spirit of 

adoption; have access to the 

throne of grace with boldness; 

are enabled to cry, Abba, 

Father; are pitied, protected, 

provided for, and chastened 

by his as by a father; yet never 

cast off, but sealed to the day 

of redemption, and inherit the 

promises, as heirs of 

everlasting salvation. – The 

Westminster Larger Catechism 
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Chapter 15 

What are Sanctification and Perseverance? 

 
50.  How are sanctification and justification different? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

51.  What is our role in sanctification? What is God's role?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

52. List some things which provide assurance of true conversion. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) God uses things like Bible reading and meditation, prayer, worship, 

witnessing, acts of mercy, Christian fellowship, and self-discipline to 

further our sanctification.  Discuss each of these. Are you availing 

yourself to them as much as you could/should? 

 
 

Sanctification is an ongoing 

work within believers that 

renews them inwardly and 

conforms them gradually to 

the image of God in Christ. - 

Michael Horton, The Christian 

Faith 

 

Sanctification consists of two 

parts: the act of God whereby 

the pollution and corruption 

of human nature that results 

from sin is gradually removed 

and the act of God whereby 

the holy disposition of the 

soul is strengthened, holy 

exercises are increased, and 

thus a new course of life 

engendered and promoted. - 

Berkhof, Systematic Theology 

 

God cannot cast away those 

whom he has elected, placed 

in Christ, redeemed by Christ, 

and united to Christ without 

violating his eternal oath. It is 

not because of the principle of 

"once saved, always saved," 

but because of the promise 

that the God who began the 

work of salvation will complete 

it (Phil 1:6; 2:13)... God will see 

to it that the believer, who is 

always in this life simultane-

ously justified and sinful, will 

persevere, enduring the 

struggle with sin and suffering, 

until he or she beholds the 

Lamb who was slain sitting 

upon his throne.  - Michael 

Horton, Four Views on Eternal 

Security 
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Chapter 16 

What is Death? 

 
53. How is it that Christians can face death with joy instead of fear? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

54.  Some would like to think that after death people are given a “second 

chance”. Is this accurate? What does happen when a non-Christian dies? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

55. What will happen to the bodies of Christians when Jesus returns to earth? 

What specific aspects of our resurrection bodies are you especially hopeful 

about? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) How do you feel when you contemplate death? Have these feelings 

different now than they were before you became a Christian? Discuss. 

 

b) How can a Christian view of death provide hope and perseverance 

through the trials and sufferings of this life?

 
 
At death, a Christian's soul is 

immediately made perfect 

and enters into the presence 

of God. But it isn't until Christ 

returns that Christians 

experience full perfection for 

both body and soul, for at 

that time their bodies will be 

raised and made perfect as 

well. 
 

 

 
 

Now when this perishable 

puts on the imperishable, 

and this mortal puts on 

immortality, then the 

saying that is written will 

happen, "Death has been 

swallowed up in victory."  

"Where, O death, is your 

victory? 

Where, O death, is your 

sting?" 

~ 

1 COR 15:54-55    
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Chapter 17 

What is the Church? 

 
56. How is a church different from a Bible study or Christian retreat? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

57. Why should Christians become members of a church? What are some of the 

dangers of not becoming a member of a local church? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

58. List some of the things a church is supposed to do. In what ways do you see 

these things being carried out in your church? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Are you a committed member of your church? If so, how so? 

 

b) In what ways do you exercise your gifts “for the common good” and to 

“build up” of the church? In other words, how are you serving in your 

church?

 
 

The church is the 

community of all true 

believers for all time. That 

is, the church is made up of 

all the men and women who 

have been, are, or ever will 

be true believers in Jesus. 
 

 

 
 

Every church should 

attempt to fulfill the three 

purposes God created it for 

(worship, nurture, and 

evangelism and mercy). One 

purpose is not more 

important than the other, 

and no church should seek 

to make one purpose 

primary to the neglect of the 

others. 
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Chapter 18 

What Will Happen When Christ Returns? 

 
59. How do you feel when you consider the fact that Jesus Christ is going to 

return? What does it encourage you to do? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

60. What are some issues relating to eschatology that Christians differ on? How 

should Christians deal with those differences? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Do you know which of the views of the millennium your church holds 

to? Why do you think this? 

 

b) When Christ came the first time, he came as a meek servant for the 

purpose of suffering on a cross. When he comes back the second time, 

he comes as a victorious king who will execute final judgment upon his 

enemies before he sits on his throne and reigns for all of eternity. How 

does this coming glorious return of Christ make you feel? Why? 

 

c) How might the coming return of Christ help us to endure suffering, 

trials, and injustices in this life? 

 

d) Look up Revelation 22:20. What attitude should we have concerning the 

return of Jesus Christ? Is this your attitude? Why or why not? 

 
 

"Behold, I am coming 

soon, bringing my 

recompense with me, to 

repay everyone for what 

he has done.  I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the 

first and the last, the 

beginning and the end." 

~ 

REVELATION 22:12-13 

 

 

 
 

… Amen.  

Come, Lord Jesus! 

~ 

REVELATION 22:20 
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Chapter 19 

What is the Final Judgment? 

 
61. What happens to Christians at the final judgment? What will happen to 

those who have rejected Jesus' claims? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

62. How does your anticipation of the coming judgment affect your life today? 

How might it encourage you to share the gospel? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

63. How should the reality of Hell cause us to feel toward God? Toward others? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Is the thought of the final judgment a source of fear for you? Why or 

why not? 

 

b) How does the fact that there is a final judgment coming help you do 

deal with the injustices you may observe or experience in this life? 

 
 

After the final judgment, 

those who believe in Jesus 

will enter into the full 

enjoyment of life that they 

have longed for... they will 

live for eternity in the 

presence of God. 
 

 

 
 

Meditate much upon the 

day of judgment. Feathers 

swim upon the water, but 

gold sinks into it; so, light, 

feathery Christians float in 

vanity; they mind not the 

day of judgment; but 

serious spirits sink deep 

into the thoughts of it. 

~ 

THOMAS WATSON 
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Chapter 20 

What is Heaven? 

 
64. List some of the things the Bible says about heaven. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

65.  How is the Bible’s description of heaven as given in this book different from 

what you may have thought before? Has this increased your desire for 

Heaven? Why or Why not? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

66.  What are you looking forward to the most in Heaven? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

a) If Heaven is primarily about the glory of God and unhindered fellowship 

with Him, how should that affect our relationship with Him in this life? 

 

b) Do you have deceased loved ones who were believers? How does the 

description of Heaven given in this chapter encourage you regarding 

their present state?

 
 
Our greatest joy will be that 

we "will see his face" (Rev. 

22:4). The sight of God's face 

will be the fulfillment of 

everything we know to be 

good, right, and desirable in 

the universe. 
 

 

 
 

He whose head is 

in heaven need not fear to 

put his feet into the grave. 

~ 

MATTHEW HENRY 
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Answers to Common Questions About Angels and Demons, H. Wayne House & Timothy J. Demy; The Glory of 
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Chapter 7. What Is Man?  
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Justification by Grace Through Faith, Brian Vockers; Faith Alone – The Doctrine of Justification, Thomas R. 
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Michael Allen Rogers; What happens when I die?, Marcus Nodder 

 

Chapter 17. What Is the Church?  

 

9 Marks of a Healthy Church, Mark Dever; Deliberate Church, Mark Dever; Why We Love the Church, Kevin 
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Chapter 19. What Is the Final Judgment?  
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