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What is the Gospel? 
by Greg Gilbert 

 

 

 

“The gospel is God's response to the bad news of sin, and sin is a 

person's rejection of God's Creator-rights over him. Thus the 

fundamental truth of human existence, the well from which all else 

flows, is that God created us, and therefore God owns us” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

What is the gospel? It seems 

like a simple question, yet it 

has been known to incite 

some heated responses, even 

in the church. How are we to 

formulate a clear, biblical 

understanding of the gospel? 

Tradition, reason, and 

experience all leave us 

ultimately disappointed. If we 

want answers, we must turn 

to the Word of God. 

Greg Gilbert does so in What 

Is the Gospel? Beginning with 

Paul's systematic 

presentation of the gospel in 

Romans and moving through 

the sermons in Acts, Gilbert 

argues that the central 

structure of the gospel 

consists of four main 

subjects: God, man, Christ, 

and a response. The book 

carefully examines each and 

then explores the effects the 

gospel can have in 

individuals, churches, and the 

world. Both Christian and 

non-Christian readers will 

gain a clearer understanding 

of the gospel in this valuable 

resource. 
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Introduction 

 

1. What are the five things the author hopes and prays the book will do? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 1 

Finding The Gospel In The Bible 
 

2. What sort of decision must we make when we first approach the question, 

What is the gospel? (pg 25) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The author mentions three sources of authority which ultimately fail in 

answering the question, What is the gospel? What are they? (pg 25) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Where must we look in order to find what God has said to us about his Son 

Jesus and about the good news of the gospel? What is one of the best 

places to start looking for a basic explanation of the gospel in the Bible? 

 
 
And so it is to God's Word that 

we look in order to find what 

he has said to us about his 

Son Jesus and about the good 

news of the gospel. 
 

 

 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16 
 

All Scripture is breathed out 

by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in 

righteousness, 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. The author follows Paul’s progression of thought in Romans 1-4 and finds 

four truths which help us answer the question, What is the gospel? List the 

four truths below. 

 

I. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

II. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

III. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

IV. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

6. At the heart of Paul’s proclamation of the gospel are the answers to four 

crucial questions. What are these questions? 

 

I. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

II. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

III. _______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
It is our obligation, as people 

created and owned by God, to 

give him the honor and glory 

that is due to him, to live and 

speak and act and think in a 

way that recognizes and 

acknowledges his authority 

over us. 
 

 

 
 

When we stand before God 

the Judge, every mouth will 

be silenced. No one will 

mount a defense. Not one 

excuse will be offered. The 

whole world - Jew, Gentile, 

every last one of us - will be 

held fully accountable to 

God. 
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_______________________________________________________ 

 

IV. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

7. How might these four major points be summarized? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

a) Has what you learned so far been different from what you have 

previously thought about what the gospel is? What has been different?  

 

b) Where did you receive your ideas about what the gospel is prior to 

reading this book? 

 

c) Is there an aspect of the gospel, as taught in this chapter, that you think 

is particularly hard to accept? What is it? How might you come to accept 

it? 

 

d) Try to summarize the best that you can, the “core truths” of the gospel. 

 

Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Acts 3:18-19 
 

 What did Christ do, as 

foretold by the prophets? 

 

 v19. What is the right 

response to Christ’s 

sacrificial death on our 

behalf? 

 

Acts 10:39-43 

 

 What element of the 

gospel do we find in verse 

39? 

 

 What element of the 

gospel do we find in verse 

40? 

 

 v42. What did the risen 

Christ command his 

disciples to preach? 

 

 v43. Summarize what we 

learn here. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-5 

 

 v1. What is Paul reminding 

his readers of?  

 

 v3. What element of the 

gospel do we find here? 

 

 v4. What element of the 

gospel do we find here? 

 

 Based upon these 

passages, what are some 

key elements to the 

gospel? How are we to 

respond? What happens 

when we believe? 
 



 

2-4 

2-4 
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2-5 

Chapter 2 

God The Righteous Creator 
 

8. What are the two main points we must make clear about God from the 

outset? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Since God is Creator, what rights does He possess over his creation? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Most people have no problem at all thinking of God as loving and 

compassionate. What aspects of his character are often overlooked? (pg 45) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Because God is holy and righteous, how must he respond to sin? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Every one of us is the result 

of an idea, a plan, and an 

action of God himself. And 

that brings both meaning 

and responsibility to human 

life. 
 

 

 
 

God's love does not cancel 

out his justice and 

righteousness. 
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a) How does it make you feel to consider that you have a creator? 

 

b) For many of us, it is hard to submit to the authority of others. For you, 

what is the hardest part of accepting the fact that others have authority 

over you? 

 

c) Do you find it difficult to accept God as your authority? Why or why 

not? 

 

d) It can be easy to accept the authority of God if we only think about him 

as being loving and compassionate. How might the fact that God is also 

holy and just make it hard to accept his authority over us? 

 

Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Acts 17:22-31 
 

 In this passage, Paul is 

sharing the gospel with a 

non-Jewish audience. How 

do you think this 

contributed to the way he 

began his sermon? (v24) 

 

 Paul addresses his 

audience’s false views of 

God and worship (they 

worshipped idols). 

Summarize Paul’s message 

to them in v30. 

 

 v31. What reason does 

Paul give for his call to 

repentance?  
 

 v31. Who is Paul referring 

to here? 

 

 v31. What important role 

does the resurrection of 

Christ play in Paul’s 

presentation? 

 

 Paul took a little bit of a 

different approach to 

presenting the gospel to 

the people at Athens than 

Peter did to the Jews in 

Jerusalem (Acts 2).  What 

do you think accounts for 

the differences? How 

might we approach our 

presentation of the gospel 

differently depending 

upon who our audience is? 
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Chapter 3 

Man The Sinner 
 

12. According to the Bible, sin is a lot more than just the violation of some 

impersonal, arbitrary, heavenly traffic regulation. What is it? (pg 48) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. By eating the apple, Adam and Eve were doing something much sadder and 

much more serious than violating an arbitrary command. What were they 

doing? (pg 49) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What are four examples of how Christians often misunderstand sin? (pg 51-

54) 

 

I. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

II. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

III. _______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

[Sin] is the breaking of a 

relationship, and even more, 

it is a rejection of God 

himself - a repudiation of 

God's rule, God's care, God's 

authority, and God's right to 

command those to whom he 

gave life. In short, it is the 

rebellion of the creature 

against the Creator. 
 

 

 
 

If we approach the gospel 

thinking that sin is something 

else or something less than what 

it really is, we will badly 

misunderstand the good news of 

Jesus Christ.. 
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_______________________________________________________ 

 

IV. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

15. Salvation is not simply a matter of being saved from meaninglessness or 

purposelessness. What is the danger in talking about the gospel in this way? 

(pg 52) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What will we miss if we reduce sin to a mere breaking of relationship? (pg 

52) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. Sins don’t shock us much. What is shocking to us? (pg 54) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What does the Bible teach regarding the final destiny for unrepentant 

sinners? (pg 57) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
What we must understand 

is that the predicament 

we're in is a predicament of 

our own making. We have 

disobeyed God's word. We 

have ignored his 

commands. We have sinned 

against him. 
 

 

 

 
Every part of our human 

existence is corrupted by sin 

and under its power. Our 

understanding, our 

personality, our feelings and 

emotions, and even our will 

are all enslaved to sin. 
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a) Why do you think the Bible’s teaching that everyone is a sinner is so 

offensive to some people? 

 

b) Many people will readily admit that they are sinners, yet they are not 

distressed by it at all. Why do you think someone can confess to being a 

sinner without feeling the need for repentance or salvation? 

 

c) How do you feel about God’s declaration that you are a sinner, not 

simply by your actions, but by virtue of your very nature? What does it 

make you want to do?  

 

d) In what ways can we easily become desensitized to sin? How can we 

keep ourselves sensitive to it? Have you allowed yourself to become 

densitized to sin? How did it happen? 

 

e) When we sin we are making a conscious decision to reject God as our 

King. Why do you think we are so willing to choose sin over God? 

 

 

 Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Ecclesiastes 7:20 
 

 Summarize this verse in 

your own words. Do you 

believe it to be true? Why 

or why not? 

 

Psalm 53:3 

 

 Summarize this verse in 

your own words. 

 

Isaiah 64:6-7 
 

 To what does the Isaiah 

compare “all our righteous 

deeds”? 

 

Romans 3:19-23 
 

 v19. The law condemns all 

men as guilty. What is the 

result of our guilt? 

 

 v20. The law can’t save us 

from our sin. What does it 

do? 

 

 v23. What has God 

declared regarding all of 

mankind? 

 

Galatians 3:22 
 

 What have the scriptures 

declared regarding 

everything? 

 

 Because all are sinners, 

salvation cannot be of 

works. According to this 

verse, who is saved? And 

how? 
 



 

2-10 

2-10 
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2-11 

Chapter 4 
Jesus Christ The Saviour 

 

19. What is the grand narrative of the Bible? (pg 61) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

20. Why is it critical that Jesus be fully God? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

21. Why is it critical that Jesus be fully human? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

22. Why did King Jesus come? (pg 64) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What does it mean that Jesus is “The Lamb of God”? (pg 65-66) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Put simply, the Bible tells 

us that Jesus is both 

completely human and 

completely God. This is a 

crucial point to 

understand about him, for 

it is only the fully human, 

fully divine Son of God who 

can save us. 

 

 

 

 
It took time, but eventually 

the followers of Jesus 

realize that his mission was 

not just to inaugurate the 

kingdom of God, but to do 

so by dying as a 

substitutionary sacrifice for 

his people. Jesus was not 

just King, they realized. He 

was suffering King. 
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In your own words explain what it means that Jesus was a substitutionary 

sacrifice. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What did Christ’s resurrection do for everything that he had claimed? (pg 

70) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

a) How does the fact that Jesus Christ died in your place, as your 

substitute, make you feel about your own sin? How does it make you 

feel about Christ? 

 

b) Christ had to die to pay the penalty for sin. What does the fact that our 

sin required the death of the sinless, Son of God say about the 

seriousness of our sin? What does it say about the Holiness of God?  

 

c) How do you think God’s willingness to accept a substitute as a sacrifice 

for sin, is an exercise of his mercy and grace? 

 

d) Discuss this statement with your growth partner: “You are a sinner 

destined to be condemned. But God has acted to save sinners just like 

you!” 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

 What did God make 

Christ? 

 

 What was Christ’s 

relationship to sin before 

the cross? 

 

 For whom did he do this? 

 

 Because Christ became sin 

for us, what can we now 

become? 

 

1 Peter 3:18 
 

 Why did Christ suffer? 

 

 How is Christ described 

here? How are those 

described for whom he 

died? 
 

 What effect did Christ’s 

death have on our 

relationship with God? 

 

 What happened after 

Christ died? 

 

1 Peter 2:24 
 

 What did Christ “bear” on 

the cross? 

 

 For what purpose did he 

bear our sins? 

 

 How have we benefited 

from Christ’s “wounds”? 

 

 Can you summarize these 

passages? 
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Chapter 5 

Response-Faith And Repentance  
 

25. What does God require of us in response to the good news of Jesus? (pg 73) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What is faith, biblically speaking? (pg 74) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. When we put our faith in Jesus, what are we relying on Him for? (pg 75) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What magnificent exchange takes place when we trust Jesus? (pg 76) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. How is God able to declare sinners righteous? (pg 77) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
A Christian is one who turns 

away from his sin and trusts 

in the Lord Jesus Christ - 

and nothing else - to save 

him from sin and the 

coming judgment. 

 

 

 

 
Faith is not believing in 

something you can't prove, 

as so many people define it. 

It is, biblically speaking, 

reliance. A rock-solid, truth-

grounded, promise-founded 

trust in the risen Jesus to 

save you from sin. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. Every other religion in human history rejects this idea that we are justified 

by faith alone. Considering all that we have learned how is it impossible that 

we be saved through our own moral effort, or good deeds? (pg 78) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. Using your own words, summarize what it means to put your faith in Christ. 

(pg 79) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. What is repentance? (pg 79) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

33. Why is it nonsense to think that one can accept Jesus as Savior but not 

Lord? (pg 80) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
When we put our faith in 

Jesus, we are relying on 

him to stand as our 

substitute before God, in 

both his perfect life and his 

penalty-paying death for 

us on the cross. In other 

words, we are trusting 

that God will substitute 

Jesus' record for ours, and 

therefore declare us to be 

righteous. 

 

 

 

 

Our righteousness before 

God is not our own. It is 

given to us by Jesus. God 

looked at his Son and saw 

our sin, and he looks at us 

and sees Jesus' 

righteousness. 
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34. Repenting of sin doesn’t necessarily mean that you stop sinning. What does 

it mean? (pg 81) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. When a person genuinely repents and believes in Christ, he receives new 

spiritual life. What then happens to his life? (pg 82) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

36. As we begin to see fruit in our lives, what thought must we be constantly on 

guard against? (pg 82) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. When you stand before God at the judgment, what do you plan to do or say 

in order to convince him to count you righteous and admit you into his 

kingdom? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Putting your faith in Christ 

means that you utterly 

renounce any other hope 

of being counted righteous 

before God. 

 

 

 

 
Faith in Christ carries in 

itself a renunciation of that 

rival power that King Jesus 

conquered - sin. And where 

that renunciation of sin is 

not present, neither is 

genuine faith in the One 

who defeated it. 
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a) Faith is a matter of reliance. It is trusting in Jesus and Jesus alone to save 

us from our sins. What other things might we be tempted to trust in for 

salvation? Have you ever been guilty of this? How did you learn 

otherwise? 

 

b) Are you hoping that when you stand before God in the end, that your 

good deeds will outweigh your bad deeds and that he will therefore 

allow you into his presence in heaven? What have you learned in this 

chapter which destroys such an idea? 

 

c) Look up 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. In this passage Paul is commending the 

Thessalonians for the wonderful evidence that they had responded to 

the gospel. In verses 9-10 we see a concise description of what 

repentance looks like in the life of a believer. What principles can we 

extract from these verses regarding repentance? 

 

d) Repentance requires that one not only trust Jesus as Saviour but also 

submit to him as Lord. Is your life characterized by a submission to the 

authority of the Lord Jesus Christ? What is the evidence? 

 

e) Repentance does not mean that once we turn from a particular sin, that 

we will never struggle with it again. Repentance is primarily a matter of 

the heart’s attitude toward sin. Have you experienced this inward 

struggle against sin? How do you deal with sin and temptation when it 

arises in your life? 

 

f) When men came to be baptized by John in the third chapter of Luke, he 

refused and told them that genuine repentance brings forth fruit or 

evidence. What is the evidence of repentance in your life? How is your 

relationship to sin different now than it was before you became a 

Christian? 

 

 

Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
.. we have to remember that 

genuine repentance is more 

fundamentally a matter of the 

heart's attitude toward sin 

than it is a mere change of 

behavior. 
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Chapter 6 

The Kingdom 
 

38. What is the kingdom of God simply defined? (pg 88) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

39. Jesus’ incarnation was much more than just a kind visit from the Creator. 

What was it? (pg 89) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

40. What are some of the blessings of the kingdom that are already ours? (pg 

89) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

41.  What is the great hope for Christians? (pg 91) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
God will draw a bright line 

through the middle of 

humanity, separating the 

saved from the unsaved. And 

the one thing that will make 

the difference between the 

two is how they responded to 

King Jesus. 

 

 

 

 
By the time Jesus finished 

gathering together all the 

threads of Jewish hope, this 

king was infinitely more 

than the earthly 

revolutionary the Jews are 

hoping for.  He was the 

divine servant king, who 

would suffer and die for his 

people to win their salvation, 

make them right is in his 

father's eyes, and bring them 

gloriously into his kingdom. 
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42. List some of the wonderful aspects of the coming Kingdom found on page 

92? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

43. Why is it crucial to remember that we as human beings are not going to be 

able to bring about the establishment and consummation of God’s 

kingdom? (pg 92-93) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

44. Beginning on page 87 and ending on page 96, the author lists five things 

that the Scripture teaches about the kingdom of God. What are they? 

 

I. First, ___________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

II. Second, ________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

III. Third, __________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

IV. Fourth, _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 Let not sin therefore reign 

in your mortal body, to 

make you obey its passions. 

 

ROMANS 6:12 

 

 

 

 
The church is where God's 

kingdom is made visible in 

this age. 
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V. Fifth, ___________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

45.  Inclusion in the kingdom of God depends entirely on what? (pg 93) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

46. As citizens of God’s kingdom, we do not live the life of the kingdom in order 

that God will bring us into it. Why then do we live the life of the kingdom? 

(pg 97) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

47. In what ways does the church showcase the kingdom of God? (pg 98) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

48. Why do Christians press on living for God, even in the face of opposition 

from this world? (pg 99) 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

You can live like Jesus lived 

all you want, but unless 

you've come to the crucified 

King in repentance and 

faith, relying on him alone 

as the perfect sacrifice for 

your sin and only hope for 

salvation, you're neither a 

Christian nor a citizen of his 

kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

Of course it is not perfect, but 

the church is where the life 

of the kingdom is lived and 

showcased to all who are 

desperately in need of 

salvation. 
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a) Look up and discuss Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 11:6-9. What are some 

aspects of the coming eternal Kingdom of God mentioned here? 

 

b) On page 92, the author gives a wonderful description of the coming 

Kingdom of God. What about the Kingdom do you look forward to the 

most? 

 

c) The author states “You can live like Jesus lived all you want, but unless 

you’ve come to the crucified King in repentance and faith, relying on 

him alone as the perfect sacrifice for your sin and your only hope for 

salvation, you’re neither a Christian nor a citizen of his kingdom.” Does 

this describe you? Are you confident that you are a citizen of the 

kingdom? 

 

Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
But, as it is written, "What no 

eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

nor the heart of man 

imagined, what God has 

prepared for those who love 

him"— 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9 
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Chapter 7 

Keeping The Cross At The Center 
 

49. What is one of the greatest dangers the body of Christ faces today? (pg 102) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

50. Give a one-sentence summary of each of the three “substitute gospels” that 

the author mentions. (pg 104-108) 

 

I. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

II. ______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

III. _______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
 

51. What belongs at the centre of the gospel? How should we respond to 

ridicule against it or efforts to sideline it? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

No, it is the cross alone 

that truly deals once and 

for all with sin, and it is 

the cross that makes it 

possible for sinners to be 

included in God's perfect 

kingdom at all. 

 

 

 

 

For I decided to know 

nothing among you except 

Jesus Christ and him 

crucified. 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 2:2  
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a) Have you experienced opposition or ridicule from others when you’ve 

attempted to share the message of the cross with them? How did that 

make you feel? Were you at all tempted to change the message or 

downplay certain aspects of it to make it more acceptable? Why or why 

not? 

 

b) God often does things in a way which, to human wisdom,  seems 

counterintuitive. Why do you think this is? 

 

c) If humans could design a way of salvation, what do you think it would 

be like? How is God’s way different? 

 

d) Because the world naturally hates the message of the cross, what 

conclusion can we draw when a man or woman responds to the 

message with faith and repentance? 

 

 

Your Questions for Discussion with Your Growth Partner 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 
 

 v1,4. What did Paul avoid? 
 

 What did Paul preach? 

 

 Why did Paul preach this 

way about Christ and the 

crucifixion? 

 

 What lessons can we draw 

from Paul’s refusal to play 

to his culture’s desire for a 

message of wisdom and 

eloquence? 

 

 Can you think of some 

modern examples of how 

preachers and churches 

have compromised the 

message of the cross in 

order to “reach the 

world”? 
 

1 Corinthians 1:17-29 
 

 Why do you think Paul 

would be afraid that 

preaching with “eloquent 

wisdom” would rob power 

from the message of the 

cross of Christ? 

 

 What is the world’s natural 

response to the message 

of the cross? 
 

 What do you think it is 

about the message of the 

cross that the world finds 

“foolish”? 

 

 Why did God choose such 

a “foolish” message with 

which to reach the world? 

 

 

 



What is the Gospel? (GT1-2) 
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Chapter 8 

The Power of the Gospel 

 

52. Have you repented of your sins and believed in Jesus as described on page 

116? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

53. If you are a Christian, what does the gospel call you to do? (pg 116) 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

54. As a Christian, what should the gospel drive you to? (pg 117)  

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

55. If you are a Christian, what should God’s grace cause you to do? (pg 118)  

________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

56. If you are a Christian, what should you be longing for? (pg 120)  

 

 
I wonder if your 

understanding of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ – the good 

news that Jesus saved you 

even though you didn’t 

deserve it – is deep enough 

to swallow up the little 

criticisms you have of your 

brothers and sisters. 

 

 

 

 
It is through our 

proclaiming the gospel – 

whether through preaching 

or teaching or 

conversations over meals 

with friends, family 

members, and coworkers – 

that God has determined to 

save sinners. 
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________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

a) Look up Matt 11:28 with your growth partner. Jesus has provided rest 

for those who have come to him. Are you resting in Christ and Christ 

alone for your salvation? How do you feel when you consider that your 

salvation is entirely in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ and does not 

depend upon you at all? 

 

b) What do love about your brothers and sisters in Christ?  

 

c) People naturally gravitate toward others who share common interests, 

common personalities and who are from a common social or economic 

class.  The gospel tears down all of these boundaries.  If you are a 

Christian and are involved in your church, how have you found yourself 

connecting with people who you would not have otherwise connected 

with before your salvation? 

 

d) We should not look at our relationship with the unbelieving world as if it 

is a matter of “us against them”. The world is not our enemy. Do you 

have a loving concern for the salvation of unbelievers? Have you been 

praying for the salvation of unbelievers lately? Share with your growth 

partner who it is that you’ve been praying for and ask your growth 

partner to pray for them as well. 

 

e) Are you longing for the return of Jesus Christ and the final and full 

establishment of his Kingdom forever? What makes you long for the 

Kingdom? How do you express this longing to God? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

 

 
If we understand the gospel 

rightly, we will long not so 

much for the kingdom as 

for the King. The gospel has 

brought us to know him and 

love him, and therefore to 

long to be with him. 
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